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Culture



Working Memory

 Chapter Reading

 Lecture Notes

 How to study

Moken

 Free Diving

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWKvpFZJwcE
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/the-sea-gypsies-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgRpwESWPLM


 Key Issues

 Where do folk and popular cultures originate and 

diffuse?

 Why is folk culture clustered?

 Why is popular culture widely distributed?

 Why does globalization of popular culture cause 

problems?



 Folk Culture

 Culture traditionally 
practiced by a small, 
homogeneous, rural 
group living in relative 
isolation from other 
groups.

 True Folk Cultures are 
hard to find.  

 Example:
 Moken – True Folk

 Amish – American Folk.

 Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAgSCTdnrhk


 Popular Culture

 Culture found in a 
large, heterogeneous 
society that shares 
certain habits despite 
differences in other 
personal 
characteristics.

 Examples:

 Music and dance trends.

 McDonalds, Pokémon, 
American Media.

 Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMH0bHeiRNg


 Material Culture

 The physical objects 
produced by a culture 
in order to meet its 
material needs: food, 
clothing, shelter, arts, 
and recreation. Carl 
Sauer (Berkeley, 1930s 
– 1970s).

 Example:

 Popular culture clothing 
–v- traditional clothing.



 Custom

 The frequent repetition 

of an act, to the extent 

that it becomes 

characteristic of the 

group of people 

performing the act.

 Example:

 Greeting etiquette from 

around the world.

 Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXS9u2GuPgM


 Taboo

 A restriction on behavior 

imposed by social custom.

 Example:

 Jewish religion does not eat pork, 

shellfish or meat and diary in the 

same meal.

 We don’t eat RATS!

 Video

 Video 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2OOs1l8Fajc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjxxsmizym8


 Habit

 A repetitive act 

performed by an 

individual.

 Example:

 Brushing your teeth in 

the morning.

 Eating potato chips



Hearth

 The region from 

which innovative 

ideas originate

 Example:

 Origin of country 

music located in 4 

hearths.  



 Folk Culture Music

 Anonyms and 

transmitted Orally.

 Video

 Pop Culture Music

 Written by specific 

individuals for the 

purpose of being sold.

 Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kv787NzZNPI&list=PLvXE5E2aanT02VoCKw5rew45iwPYXVPn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iwuy4hHO3YQ


 Folk Culture

 Diffuses through migration 

and relocation diffusion.  

 Slow and on a smaller scale

 Relocation diffusion

 The spread of a feature or 

trend through bodily movement 

of people from one place to 

another.

 Example:

 Spread of Amish Culture

 Hindu Religion in the US.



 Popular Culture

 Rapid and widespread

 Hierarchical Diffusion

 The spread of a feature or 

trend from one key person 

or node of authority or 

power to other persons or 

places

 Example:

 Film industry from Hollywood.

 Media from LA and NY.

 Sports



 Key Issue 2 - Why is Folk Culture Clustered?

 Isolation promotes cultural diversity

 Himalayan art

Fig. 4-5: Cultural geographers have identified four distinct culture regions based 

on predominant religions in the Himalaya Mountains.



 Influence of the physical 

environment

 Environmental Determinism
 A nineteenth and early twentieth 

century approach to the study of 

geography that argued that the general 

laws sought by human geographers 

could be found in the physical 

sciences.  Geography was therefore the 

study of how the physical environment 

caused human activities.

 Examples:

 Distinctive food preferences – Fish in 

Marine climates.

 Folk housing – Adobe in hot dry 

climates and Igloos in frozen 

climates.



• Historically created 

from local materials

 Wood, brick, stone, 

skins, etc.

 Uniquely and 

traditionally 

arranged.

 Functionally tied to 

physical 

environment.

 Folk Housing PPT.

../../AP Human Geography 12-13/Unit 3 - Culture/Folk Housing.ppt


Fig. 4-9: Distinct house types originated in three main source areas in the U.S. and 

then diffused into the interior as migrants moved west. 



Fig. 4-10: Four main New England house types of the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries diffused westward as settlers migrated.



 Housing styles have evolved in the US from 1945–1990

 Differences exist by region.



















 The role of Television in diffusing popular 
culture

 Diffusion of television

 Changed diffusion of popular culture

 Government control

 Propaganda – Information of a biased or misleading 
nature, used to promote or publicize a particular 
political cause or point of view.

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxVF_7ZOErc

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8bCuNiJ-NI

 Diffusion of the internet

 Changed even more!

 Is there propaganda on the internet today?

 How do you know what is true and what is not?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxVF_7ZOErc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8bCuNiJ-NI


Globalization

 Actions or processes that 

involve the entire world and 

result in making something 

worldwide in scope.

 Exists when barriers to 

interaction are removed and 

space-time compression 

occurs.

 Example:

 Starbucks has 823 stores in China

 Popular cultures are taking over 

folk cultures.



Western Media Imperialism?

• U.S., Britain, and Japan 

dominate worldwide media.

• Glorified consumerism, 

violence, sexuality, and 

militarism?

• U.S. (Networks and CNN) and 

British (BBC) news media 

provide/control the 

dissemination of information 

worldwide.

• Critics argue that American news 

organizations reflect American 

Values and Bias.



 Threats to folk 

culture.

 Changes traditional 

roles of Women 

 Fat or Skinny

 http://www.youtube.c

om/watch?v=a-

BPDEtzU3Q

 Objectification

 Prostitution and 

Violence

 https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=PTlmho

_RovY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-BPDEtzU3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTlmho_RovY


Maladaptive Diffusion

 An idea or innovation that is not suitable for the 

environment in which it spreads into.

 What works in one environment doesn’t always work 

in another.

 Example:

 Hybrid seeds diminished local plant diversity, which 

caused loss of traditional modes of agriculture/plant 

management, which led to problems of food security in 

several developing regions.



Surfing at Disney’s Orlando Typhoon Lagoon

Disconnect with landscape: indoor swimming pools? desert surfing?



Swimming Pool, West 

Edmonton Mall, Canada
Dubai’s Indoor Ski Resort

McDonald’s Restaurant, Vencie



Muslim Women in Traditional Dress at  

Indoor Ski Resort



Beijing, China

Palm Springs, CA



Accelerated Resource Use in Consumer Societies:
 Furs: minx, lynx, jaguar, kangaroo, whale, sea otters (18th Century 

Russians) fed early fashion trends.

 Aggressive consumerism evident in most Western Media , including hip 

hop and rock and roll.

 Inefficient over-consumption of Meats, Poultry, even Fish (fed other fish 

and chicken) by meat-eating pop cultures.

 Mineral Extraction for Machines, Plastics and Fuel

 New larger housing desires and associated energy and water use.

Pollution: 
 Water treatment and improved public health may come with higher 

incomes.

 However, increased waste and toxins from fuel use, discarded products, 

plastics, marketing and packaging materials, etc.




