
AP Human Geography Syllabus 
 

Teacher: Mr. Ryan                                                Email: Kevin.Ryan@bellinghamschools.org 

Phone: 676-6481 x5241                                         Website: kevinryanshs.wordpress.com 

Course Length: Year-Long                                        Credit: 1.0 Social Studies 

 

 

Course Description: AP Human Geography introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and 

processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the Earth’s surface. Students will make 

use of spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization and its environmental 

consequences. They also learn about the methods and tools that geographers use in applying their science and 

practices. AP Human Geography allows students to learn about world population issues, border disputes, and 

international conflicts. In addition, students are exposed to economic theories and models as well as world 

religions and the origins and diffusion of languages. Students will study urban development, industrialization, 

and city planning.  Simply put, Human Geography is the study of people and places.  

 

Course Objectives: AP Human Geography prepares students for intermediate and advanced level college 

courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by a one semester introductory level college 

course. On successful completion of the course, students should have the skills that will enable them to:  

• Use and think about maps and spatial data 

• Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places 

• Recognize and interpret, at different scales, relationships among patterns and processes 

• Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process  

• Characterize and understand changing interconnections among places 

 

Course Requirements: Students must be able to draw upon factual knowledge in order to exercise analytic 

skills intelligently. Solid reading skills, along with a willingness to devote time to independent reading, 

homework, and study are necessary to succeed.  In AP Human Geography students can earn college credit.  

Students and parents should understand that the focus of this course is the AP Exam and it is hoped that all 

students will take the AP Exam.   
 

Textbooks and Resources 
Class Textbook: Rubenstein, James M. 8th edition, The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human 

Geography, Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson Education, Inc., 2005. 
 

Additional book students may be interested in purchasing:  Sections will be incorporated into the class 

curriculum. Edited by and portions of it written by the original creators of the AP Human Geography Class: 
 

Human Geography – Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination, David Palmer-Senior Consultant. 
 

Barron’s AP Human Geography Flash Cards – 2nd Edition. 
 

Additional case studies, readings from current resources, films, aerial photos and field study work will 

supplement the three main texts. Many videos are from the Power of Place: Geography for the 21
st 

Century 

video series. 
 

Instruction Materials and Special Course Requirements: 

Students will be required to bring their Unit Folder to class each day.  It must have a dedicated section 

exclusively for AP Human Geography.  Students will also need to save all their assignments for review 

purposes in preparation for the AP Exam. We recommend a large 3-Ring binder at home for this. Talk to Mr. 

Ryan if you need one.   

mailto:Kevin.Ryan@bellinghamschools.org


Educational Philosophy: I strive to create and maintain a classroom environment that promotes learning for all 

students. We will all work together to create such an environment. 

Class Expectations: 

1. Treat yourself and others with respect 

2. Listen when others are speaking 

3. Show up on time and prepared. 

4. Maintain a positive attitude 

 

Missing Assignments and Tests: Unexcused absences result in a “0” on any assignment or test for that day.  

Any daily work/assignment must be turned in the day after an excused absence.  Test must be made up in 1 or 2 

days after an excused absence – this needs to be coordinated with Mr. Ryan and in most cases will need to be 

done outside class time (anchor, before or after school). Failure to do so will result in a “0.”  

 

Assignment Information: Assignment information needs to be written down in a daily planner or on a monthly 

calendar.  After assignments appear on Skyward you can double check everything there.  This is the student’s 

responsibility and the first step to being successful in high school. 

 

Participation: There will be a participation grade applied at the end of the semester. Participation points will be 

based off daily attendance and participation in the class. 

 

Attendance Policy: Please refer to the student handbook for the school attendance policy. 

 

Tardy Policy: Students need to be to class on time and ready to learn.  Students entering class late interrupt the 

learning of others.  A student’s 4th tardy will result in lunch detention, as will the 5th, 6th, etc. 

 

Food & Drink: There will be no food or drink in class. This includes no chewing of gum. The exception to this 

is that students may have a water bottle. 

 

Electronic Devices: There are no cell phones allowed in class. Please see the new district policy on cell phones 

for additional information and rational. 

 

General Grading: Grading will be determined by a mastery of class material, tests, presentations, daily work, 

and participation.  All assignments will be given a point value and an approximate grade can be determined by 

dividing possible points into the points you have earned.  You may check you current grade on Skyward.   

 

92% - 100%   A    90% - 91.99%  A-    88% - 89.99%  B+    82% - 87.99%  B  

80% - 81.99%  B-    78% - 79.99%  C+  72% - 77.99%  C  70% - 71.99%  C-

68% - 69.99%  D+   60% - 67.99%  D   0%   - 59.99%  F (No credit) 

 

Assessment  

The assessment of students’ performance is based on tests, quizzes, assignments, class projects, and daily 

participation.  Students can expect to have some form of homework, most often reading or studying, every 

evening.  This is a portfolio-based class.  Portfolios containing assignments, notes and projects will be collected 

at the end of each unit.  You are expected to turn in your portfolio on time. If not turned in on time, teacher and 

student will work together to put together a plan to assure that it will get completed in a timely manner – i.e. use 

of the Learning Center.  

 

 

Plagiarism/Cheating: All work submitted should be by each individual student, unless communicated that it is 

a group assignment.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form including copying another student’s work.  

Collaboration is different from copying!  If caught cheating or copying another student’s work, at minimum, the 



student will get the opportunity to do the work again honestly.  However, if caught a second time the 

consequence not only will be a call home, but the student will not receive credit for that assignment/test/etc, the 

teacher will report & document the incident with the student’s administrator and the possibility of losing credit 

for the course could occur. 

Materials: You will need a folder to collect and organize the current Unit’s work, a Composition Book to take 

notes and complete specific assignments in, and a 3-Ring Binder at home to collect all the year’s work in for 

review throughout the year and before the AP Exam. 

Additional Help 

1. Before school (just let me know you are coming) 

2. Anchor Class 

3.  After School via the Learning Center 

4. Create study groups with other students in class 

 

Stay Positive: Although at times this course will be challenging, you must believe in yourself and be willing to 

accept a few setbacks along the way in order to grow as a student and as a person. Learn from your mistakes 

and setbacks, make adjustments, and try again. Don’t hesitate to come in and get help!  

 

Course Layout – Time durations are estimates. Our goal is to complete the textbook by Spring Break so 

that we can use the time after Spring Break for a focused review for the AP Exam. 

 

Course Layout: 
Unit 1 Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives  2.5 weeks  

• Geography as a field of inquiry 

• Evolution of key geographical concepts and models associated with notable geographers 

• Key concepts underlying the geographical perspective: location, space, place, scale, pattern, 

regionalization, and globalization  

• Key geographical skills  

o How to use and think about maps and spatial data 

o How to understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places 

o How to recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes 

o How to define regions and evaluate the regionalization process  

o How to characterize and analyze changing interconnections among place 

• New geographic technologies, such as GIS and GPS 

• Sources of geographical ideas and data: the field, census data 

 

Unit 2 Population and Migration   5 weeks 

• Geographical analysis of population  

o Density, distribution, and scale 

o Consequences of various densities and distributions 

o Patterns of composition: age, sex, race, and ethnicity 

o Population and natural hazards: past, present, and future 

• Population growth and decline over time and space  

o Historical trends and projections for the future 

o Theories of population growth, including the Demographic Model 

o Patterns of fertility, mortality, and health 

o Regional variations of demographic transitions 

o Effects of population policies 

• Population movement  

o Push and pull factors 

o Major voluntary and involuntary migrations at different scales 

o Migration selectivity 



o Short-term, local movements, and activity space 

 

Unit 3 Cultural Patterns and Processes  8 weeks 

• Concepts of culture  

o Traits 

o Diffusion 

o Acculturation 

o Cultural regions 

• Cultural differences  

o Language 

o Religion 

o Ethnicity 

o Gender 

o Popular and folk culture 

• Environmental impact of cultural attitudes and practices 

• Cultural landscapes and cultural identity  

o Values and preferences 

o Symbolic landscapes and sense of place 

 
Unit 4 Political Organization of Space   3 weeks 

• Territorial dimensions of politics  

o The concept of territoriality 

o The nature and meaning of boundaries 

o Influences of boundaries on identity, interaction, and exchange 

• Evolution of the contemporary political pattern  

o The nation-state concept 

o Colonialism and imperialism 

o Federal and unitary states 

• Challenges to inherited political-territorial arrangements  

o Changing nature of sovereignty 

o Fragmentation, unification, alliance 

o Spatial relationships between political patterns and patterns of ethnicity, economy, and 

environment 

o Electoral geography, including gerrymandering 

 
Unit 5 Food, Agriculture and Development   4 weeks 

• Development and diffusion of agriculture  

o Neolithic Agricultural Revolution 

o Second Agricultural Revolution 

• Major agricultural production regions  

o Agricultural systems associated with major bio-climatic zones 

o Variations within major zones and effects of markets 

o Linkages and flows among regions of food production and consumption 

• Rural land use and settlement patterns  

o Models of land use, including von Thünen's model 

o Settlement patterns associated with major agriculture types 

• Modern commercial agriculture: the Third Agricultural Revolution  

o Green Revolution and the beginning of the biotechnologic revolution 

o Characteristics of the third revolution: blending of primary, secondary, and tertiary activities, 

intensification of mechanization, and development of biotechnology 

o Spatial organization of industrial agriculture 

o Diffusion of industrial agriculture 

o Future food supplies and environmental impacts of agriculture - hopes and fears 

 

 

 



Unit 6 Industrialization and Economic Development  4 weeks 

• Key concepts in industrialization and development 

• Growth and diffusion of industrialization  

o The changing roles of energy and technology 

o Revolution 

o Evolution of economic cores and peripheries 

o Geographic critiques of models of economic localization (i.e., land rent, comparative costs of 

transportation), industrial location, economic development, and world systems  

• Contemporary patterns and impacts of industrialization and development  

o Spatial organization of the world economy 

o Variations in levels of development 

o Deindustrialization and economic restructuring 

o Pollution, health, and quality of life 

o Industrialization, environmental change, and sustainability 

o Local development initiatives: government policies 

 

Unit 7 Cities and Urban Land Use    2 weeks 

• Definitions of urbanism 

• Origin and evolution of cities  

o Historical patterns of urbanization 

o Rural-urban migration and urban growth 

o Global cities and megacities 

o Models of urban systems 

• Functional character of contemporary cities  

o Changing employment mix 

o Changing demographic and social structures 

• Built environment and social space  

o Comparative models of internal city structure 

o Transportation and infrastructure 

o Political organization of urban areas 

o Urban planning and design 

o Patterns of race, ethnicity, gender, and class 

o Uneven development, ghettoization, and gentrification 

o Impacts of suburbanization and edge cities 

 
 


