
know and be able to                                                                                        MIGRATION 

 
KNOW 

activity space 

brain drain/gain 

chain migration (migration ladder) 

circulation 

diaspora 

emigration/immigration 

flood plain 

forced/voluntary migration 

guest worker 

internal migration/international migration 

intervening obstacle/opportunity 

migration 

migration transition 

migration stream 

migration selectivity 

mobility 

net migration 

periodic movement 

push/pull factors 

quota 

Ravenstein’s Laws 

refugee 

remittance  

step migration 

time-contract workers 

transhumance 

undocumented immigrants 

urbanization/suburbanization/counterurbanization 

  
BE ABLE TO 
✓ distinguish between and give characteristics of the following types of human movement: 

▪ circulation and migration 
▪ forced and voluntary migration 
▪ immigrants and emigrants 
▪ push and pull factors 
 

✓ discuss the contributions of Ravenstein to the study of human movement and migration. 
 
✓ describe specific examples of historic and contemporary forced migrations, explaining push and pull 

factors associated with each. 
 
✓ characterize a refugee and refugee population. 

 
✓ describe major historical migrations of the modern era and their effects.  
 
✓ discuss the migration history of the United States through the following: 

▪ immigration history 
▪ immigration policy 
▪ historic and contemporary streams of migration 
▪ internal migration patterns 
 

✓ explain how distance decay, intervening obstacles, and migration selectivity affect migration and 
circulation patterns. 

 

CASE STUDIES 

____________________________________________       ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________       ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________       ____________________________________________



Activity space - the space within which daily activity occurs 

Example: 
 

Brain drain - Large-scale emigration by talented people. people. 

Example: 
 

Brain gain - immigration or gain of talented people by a region or country 

Example: 
 

Chain migration (migration ladder) - Migration of people to a specific location because relatives or 

members of the same nationality previously migrated there. 

Example: 
 

Circulation - Short-term, repetitive, or cyclical movements that recur on a regular basis. 

Example: 
 

Counterurbanization - Net migration from urban to rural areas in more developed countries – more people 

are moving from cities to rural areas than the other way around. 

Example: 
 

Diaspora - The dispersion or spreading of something that was originally localized (as a people or language or 

culture), the scattering of people who have a common background or beliefs from their homeland. 

Example: 
 

Emigration - Migration from a location. 

Example: 
 

Floodplain - The area subject to flooding during a given number of years according to historical trends. 

Example: 
 

Forced migration - Permanent movement compelled usually by cultural factors. 

Example: 
 

Guest workers - Workers who migrate to the more developed countries of Northern and Western Europe, 

usually from Southern and Eastern Europe or from North Africa, in search of higher-paying jobs. 

Example: 
 

Immigration - Migration to a new location. 

Example: 
 

Internal migration - Permanent movement within a particular country. 

Example: 
 

International migration - Permanent movement from one country to another. 

Example: 
 

Interregional migration - Permanent movement from one region of a country to another. 

Example: 
 

Intervening obstacle - An environmental or cultural feature of the landscape that hinders migration. 

Example: 
 

Intervening opportunity - The presence of a nearer opportunity that greatly diminishes the attractiveness of 

sites farther away. 

Example: 
 

Intraregional migration - Permanent movement within one region of a country. 

Example: 
 

Migration - Form of relocation diffusion involving permanent move to a new location. 

Example: 



Migration selectivity - Only people exhibiting certain characteristics in a population choosing to migrate. 

Example: 
 

Migration Stream - A constant flow of migrants from the same origin to the same destination. 

Example: 
 

Migration transition - Change in the migration pattern in a society that results from industrialization, 

population growth, and other social and economic changes that also produce the demographic transition. 

Example: 
 

Mobility - All types of movement from one location to another. 

Example: 
 

Net migration - The difference between the level of immigration and the level of emigration. 

Example: 
 

Pull factors - Factors that induce people to move to a new location. 

Example: 
 

Push factors - Factors that induce people to leave old residences. 

Example: 
 

Quota - In reference to migration, a law that places maximum limits on the number of people who can 

immigrate to a country each year 

Example: 
 

Ravenstein’s Laws – 19th century geographer’s “laws” of the distance people move, the reason people move, 

and the characteristics of people who move. KNOW THEM! 

Example: 
 

Refugees - People who are forced to migrate from their home country and cannot return for fear of persecution 

because of their race, religion, nationality, membership in a social group, or political opinion. 

Example: 
 

Remittances - Money immigrants send back to family and friends in their home countries, often in cash, 

forming an important part of the economy in many poorer countries. 

Example: 
 

Step Migration - migration to a distant destination that occurs in stages, for example, from farm to nearby 

village and later to a town and city 

Example: 
 

Suburbanization - The process of population movement from within towns and cities to the rural-urban 

fringe. 

Example: 
 

Time-Contract Workers - immigrant recruited for a fixed period to work in mines or plantations 

Example: 
 

Transhumance - a seasonal migration of livestock between mountains and lowland pastures (practiced by 

pastoral nomads or “pastoralists”) 

Example: 
 

Undocumented immigrants - People who enter a country without proper documents. 

Example: 
 

Urbanization - an increase in the percentage and in the number of people living in urban settlements (cities). 

Example: 
 

Voluntary migration - Permanent movement undertaken by choice. 

Example: 


