
AP Human Geo – Unit 2 Exam   DO NOT WRITE ON TEST!! 
 

 

Name___________________________________ 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE.  Choose the one alternative that best completes the statement or answers the question. 

1) A hearth is 

A) the perimeter or boundary marked by a regional feature. 

B) the process by which a feature or trend spreads. 

C) a region from which a phenomenon originates. 

D) an area defined by one or more distinctive features or trends. 

E) the modification of a culture as a result of contact with a more powerful one. 
 

 

2) Globalization of the economy has 

A) drained resources from more developed countries. 

B) leveled economic differences between places. 

C) decreased investment in less developed countries. 

D) heightened economic differences among places. 

E) decreased regional specialization of production. 
 

 

3) Recent immigrants to the United States 

A) are concentrated in Texas, California, and Illinois and are seldom in other areas. 

B) are distributed evenly along the southern U.S. border and the east and west coasts. 

C) have not been attracted to rural and agricultural areas. 

D) are nearly evenly distributed among all states. 

E) are spread throughout several states according to economic prospects. 
 

 

4) The largest population concentration in Southeast Asia is 

A) the rivers and delta region. 

B) the Island of Java. 

C) China and Japan. 

D) the Islands of the Philippines. 

E) the island of Sri Lanka. 
 

 

5) Stages 1 and 4 of the Demographic Transition are similar in that 

A) both have low life expectancies. 

B) both have low death rates. 

C) both have high dependency ratios. 

D) both have low growth rates. 

E) both have low dependency ratios. 
 

 

6) A dependency ratio of 65 represents 

A) that for every 100 people, 65 are dependent on the current labor force. 

B) that more women are expected to enter the labor force. 

C) that only those over 65 are dependent on government services. 

D) that the population is a greying population. 

E) that for every 100 people, 35 are dependent on the current labor force. 
 

 

 



7) The maternal mortality ratio is higher in ________ than in other developed countries. 

A) Canada 

B) Denmark 

C) Germany 

D) the United States 

E) Japan 

 

 

8) The U.S. center of population has moved steadily to the 

A) south. B) north. C) center. D) east. E) west. 

 

 

9) Europe has recently experienced a major influx of migrants fleeing civil tumult from which country? 

A) Saudi Arabia 

B) Syria 

C) China 

D) South Africa 

E) Mexico 

 

 

10) A principal factor in the population shift westward in the 1850s was 

A) agricultural expansion in the Great Plains. 

B) a war with Mexico. 

C) a "nitrate rush." 

D) the Erie Canal. 

E) a gold rush. 

 

 

11) Counterurbanization is 

A) the trend of the elderly retiring to communities in southern states such as Arizona or Florida. 

B) migration to rural areas and small towns from central cities or suburbs. 

C) the decline of the inner-city infrastructure. 

D) moving from an urban core to suburban areas. 

E) due to expanding suburbs. 

 

 

12) The standard biological ratio at birth of 105 males to 100 females is NOT found in which two countries? 

A) Australia and New Zealand 

B) Nigeria and Ethiopia 

C) France and the United Kingdom 

D) the United States and Canada 

E) India and China 

 

 

13) Country A has a crude birth rate of 60 and a crude death rate of 15, while Country B has a CBR of 27 and a CDR of 9. 

Which country has a higher natural increase rate? 

A) Country A 

B) Country B 

C) The CDR has no direct correlation to the CBR, so it cannot help determine the NIR. 

D) The NIR is the same in both countries. 

E) The rate depends on total population, so it can't be computed from this information. 

 



14) Africa, Asia, and Latin America entered stage 2 of the demographic transition as a result of 

A) the agricultural revolution. 

B) the scientific revolution. 

C) the computer revolution. 

D) the industrial revolution. 

E) the medical revolution. 

 

 

15) Polders represent a 

A) an artificial landscape. 

B) a terraced landscape. 

C) natural landscape. 

D) an elevated landscape. 

E) a xerophytic landscape. 

 

 

16)  

 
By analyzing the cartogram above, which country has the highest population? 

A) Thailand B) Japan C) Indonesia D) India E) China 

 

 

17) Most migrants to the United States during the early twentieth century came from which part of Europe? 

A) central 

B) south and west 

C) north and west 

D) north and east 

E) south and east 

 

 

18) An environmental or political feature that hinders migration is 

A) permeable international borders. 

B) interregional migration policies. 

C) an intervening obstacle. 

D) intraregional migration policies. 

E) counter mobility. 

 



19) Which of the following statements about regional variations in natural increase rate is TRUE? 

A) Regional differences in NIRs means that most of the world's additional people live in countries that are best able to 

maintain them. 

B) Europe (including Russia) has had an increasing population since 1980. 

C) The NIR exceeds 2.0 percent in most countries of sub-Saharan Africa. 

D) More than 95 percent of the natural increase is clustered in more developed countries. 

E) The population of Europe is increasing because of high NIRs. 

 

 

20) Thomas Malthus concluded that 

A) population increased arithmetically while food production increased linguistically. 

B) crude birth rates must balance crude death rates. 

C) the world's rate of population increase was higher than the development of food supplies. 

D) population growth was outpacing available resources in every country, according to algebraic calculations. 

E) so-called "moral restraint" was producing lower crude birth rates. 

 

 

21) U.S. quota laws from the 1920s until the 1960s had the effect of 

A) ensuring the majority of migrants continued to be from Europe. 

B) increasing the possibility of migration from regions previously prohibited. 

C) virtually ending immigration. 

D) dramatically increasing immigration from around the world. 

E) indirectly causing two world wars. 

 

 

22) Wilbur Zelinsky's model of migration predicted 

A) intraregional migration is more important than interregional migration in terms of political and economic resources. 

B) migrants move most frequently for economic reasons. 

C) women are more likely to migrate than men. 

D) long migration distances are more likely than short. 

E) migration characteristics vary with the demographic transition. 

 

 

23) The migration transition model predicts that international migration reaches a peak at ________ of the demographic 

transition. 

A) stage 1 B) stage 2 C) stage 3 D) stage 4 E) stage 5 

 

 

24) Between 1900-1940 

A) the Great Plains became a destination for immigrants. 

B) immigrants bypassed the plains going directly to the West Coast. 

C) high numbers of Asian immigrants arrived on the West Coast. 

D) oil towns of Houston and Los Angeles grew exponentially. 

E) coastal Atlantic cities, especially southern cities, began to grow rapidly. 

 

 

25) The temporary movement of migrant workers between home and host countries to seek employment is known as 

A) counterurbanization. 

B) circular migration. 

C) outsourcing. 

D) unauthorized mobility. 

E) chain migration. 



 

26) Which of the following best describes the idea of a cultural landscape? 

A) land that has been developed with museums, concert halls, and schools 

B) a landscape that has been completely modified, like a city center 

C) a landscape untouched by human activity, featuring mountains, rivers, and plants 

D) a landscape set aside for historical preservation, like a Civil War battlefield 

E) a landscape where human activity has modified the natural environment in some way 

 

 

27) This stage of the epidemiological transition describes a reduced mortality associated with infectious diseases and an 

increase in chronic disorders associated with aging. 

A) Stage 1 B) Stage 2 C) Stage 3 D) Stage 4 E) Stage 5 

 

 

28) Situation identifies a place by its 

A) nominal location. 

B) location relative to other objects or places. 

C) unique, internal physical and cultural characteristics. 

D) primary dimensions. 

E) mathematical location on Earth's surface. 

 

 

29) Which of the following is NOT one of the reasons why the study of population geography is especially important? 

A) The world's population has increased at a faster rate during the second half of the twentieth century than ever before 

in history. 

B) The rate of growth has slowed in the twenty-first century but is still high by historical standards. 

C) More people are alive at this time than at any other time in history. 

D) Virtually all global population growth is concentrated in developing countries. 

E) Overpopulation is a threat in every country on the planet. 

 

 

30) When the world's population reached 6 billion in 1995, it was forecast that at a steady rate of growth the population 

would reach 12 billion in approximately 45 years. That period of 45 years is known as 

A) double increase rate. 

B) double overpopulation. 

C) double demographic transition. 

D) doubling time. 

E) doubling life expectancy. 

 

 

31) A pronounced gender imbalance is most recognizable in 

A) Singapore. 

B) the United States. 

C) Denmark. 

D) Japan. 

E) India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



32) Which of the following is NOT true regarding interregional migration? 

A) Soviet Russia's interregional migration was largely orchestrated by government policies to develop economic centers 

near resource rich areas. 

B) China's rural to urban movement, up until recently, had been restricted through government policies. 

C) Canadian interregional movement shifted west to east given its large Pacific Rim community. 

D) Brazilian interior development was orchestrated by the planned city development of Brasilia and flexible land use 

policies in the Amazon. 

E) Russia's current interregional migration patterns are representative of less government mandated relocation and 

economic policies. 

 

 

33) Which is NOT likely true about the large number of Syrian migrants arriving in Europe? 

A) This movement is evidence of political push factor. 

B) This movement is evidence of an economic pull factor. 

C) This movement is challenged by the intervening obstacle of European hostility to migrants. 

D) This movement is evidence of counter-urbanization. 

E) This movement is evidence of a brain drain. 

 

 

34) The population pyramid of a city in southern Florida, Arizona, or even northern Japan may have a visual appearance 

of ________ because the city's population is dominated by elderly people. 

A) being an "age-sex ratio" 

B) being "upside down" 

C) having perfectly vertical sides 

D) being "rightside-up" 

E) having a wide base 

 

 

35) Global Positioning Systems reference ________ location. 

A) toponymic 

B) only military 

C) situational 

D) relative 

E) mathematical 

 

 

36) Japan's population decline is directly attributed to 

A) the 201l earthquake, tsunami and consequent nuclear explosion. 

B) the legacy of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the United States. 

C) impoverished urban populations suffering from lack of sanitation and health care facilities. 

D) a legacy of inadequate pollution controls. 

E) a demographic shift to smaller families and more women in the workforce. 

 

 

37) Which three demographic measures most closely parallel each other in terms of global distribution? 

A) life expectancy, crude birth rate, crude death rate 

B) life expectancy, crude death rate, total fertility rate 

C) natural increase rate, crude birth rate, crude death rate 

D) natural increase rate, crude birth rate, total fertility rate 

E) crude death rate, crude birth rate, total fertility rate 

 

 



38) Geographers examine migration patterns because 

A) they believe migration impedes society's natural transition to stage 5 of the demographic transition model. 

B) they are developing policies to stop people movement. 

C) they are seeking to explain tectonic activity. 

D) they are seeking to explain the patterns of cultural diffusion including linguistics, ethnicity and religion. 

E) geographers are rarely involved in studies such as this. 

 

 

39) The number of males per 100 females in the population is called 

A) the golden ratio. 

B) dependency ratio. 

C) male fertility rate. 

D) sex ratio. 

E) maternal mortality rate. 

 

 

40) Suburbanization of more developed countries is due to 

A) expanding urban territory. 

B) increasing employment opportunities. 

C) global investment. 

D) desire to change lifestyle. 

E) regional development. 

 

 

41) Since the 1990s, the largest group of unauthorized immigrants from Mexico are 

A) males. 

B) retirees. 

C) females. 

D) children. 

E) two-parent families. 

 

 

42) The most common environmental push factor worldwide is 

A) availability of water. 

B) earthquakes. 

C) mosquito borne diseases. 

D) volcanoes. 

E) brush fires. 

 

 

43) The highest crude death rates are found in countries in which stage of the demographic transition? 

A) Stage 1 B) Stage 2 C) Stage 3 D) Stage 4 E) Stage 5 

 

 

44) Several million Irish and Germans migrated in the 1840s primarily because 

A) of poor environmental conditions including massive flooding. 

B) of disastrous economic conditions brought on by government policy and displacement by the Industrial Revolution. 

C) Russian imperial advances threatened their livelihoods. 

D) of the Black Plague. 

E) of religious freedom. 

 

 



45) Stage 2 of the epidemiological transition suggests 

A) more medical practitioners per 10,000. 

B) that increased global urbanization has reduced the deleterious effects of diseases. 

C) the implementation of improved sanitation and nutrition programs. 

D) there are no more hosts of the disease. 

E) the nation is in stage 4 of the demographic transition model. 

 

 

46) Efforts to lower CBR through education and health care have shown statistically to result in all but which of the 

following? 

A) Men would more likely take on the burden of contraception. 

B) With the survival of more infants secure, women would be more likely to use contraceptives to limit pregnancies. 

C) With improved education, women would be more aware of reproductive rights and make more informed reproductive 

decisions. 

D) With greater education comes a higher skill set, thus women would have an improved opportunity to make economic 

decisions. 

E) Improvement in health care would result in reduced infant mortality rates due to poor prenatal care. 

 

 

47) Brain drain is 

A) a cultural feature that hinders migration. 

B) a net decline in literacy. 

C) the large-scale emigration of talented people. 

D) people forced to migrate for political reasons. 

E) the process by which people are given reference for migration. 

 

 

48) The highest natural increase rates are found in countries in which stage of the demographic transition? 

A) Stage 1 B) Stage 2 C) Stage 3 D) Stage 4 E) Stage 5 

 

 

49) The ability to move either temporarily or permanently is best described by the term 

A) voluntary migration. 

B) mobility. 

C) circulation. 

D) migration. 

E) nomadism. 

 

 

50) Which of the following represents voluntary migration? 

A) human trafficking in Bangkok, Thailand 

B) Myanmar's persecution of its Rohingya Muslim population 

C) Syrian flight from civil war 

D) Vietnamese secondary relocation from Bismarck, North Dakota to Westminster, California 

E) Sudanese refugee camps in Chad protecting Darfurian refugees 

 
 

51) Which factor most often causes voluntary migration? 

A) international 

B) economic 

C) political 

D) a regional conflict 

E) environmental 



52) A low infant mortality rate (IMR) suggests 

A) better pre- and post-natal care. 

B) a lower CBR. 

C) a government policy restricting family size. 

D) a rare population event. 

E) an elderly population. 
 

 

53) A crude birth rate that is rapidly declining is typical of a country in which stage of the demographic transition? 

A) Stage 1 

B) Stage 2 

C) Stage 3 

D) Stage 4 

E) Stages 2 and 3 
 

 

54) Refugees migrate most often because of which type of push factor? 

A) economic 

B) environmental 

C) circulation 

D) political 

E) cultural 
 

 

55) The Trail of Tears represented for America's indigenous population 

A) forced relocation of male family members. 

B) legally mandated forced relocation of children to new schools in the west. 

C) voluntary relocation fraught with high death tolls. 

D) voluntary relocation of male family members. 

E) legally mandated forced migration. 
 

 

56) Which of the following events would be considered a migration pull factor? 

A) opening of a new factory 

B) civil war 

C) failed harvest 

D) flooding of a river 

E) revolutionary takeover of a government 

 

 

57) A country with a large amount of arable land and a small number of farmers will have a 

A) low arithmetic density. 

B) high agricultural density. 

C) high physiological density. 

D) low agricultural density. 

E) low physiological density. 

 

 

58) Agricultural density is the number of 

A) acres of farmland per the total area of a country. 

B) farms per total area of land in a country. 

C) people per area of arable land 

D) farm animals per area suitable for agriculture. 

E) farmers per area of arable land. 



59) Most Asian migration to the United States is through the process of 

A) brain drain. 

B) expansion diffusion. 

C) global circulation. 

D) chain migration. 

E) undocumented immigration. 

 

 

60) Which of the following people would you predict to be most likely to engage in voluntary migration in the near 

future? 

A) a youth whose village has been targeted by anti-rebel groups in a civil war 

B) a teenaged girl whose family's home has just been destroyed by a volcanic eruption, which has also rendered the entire 

valley uninhabitable 

C) the dictator of a nation-state whose corruption was instrumental in winning another election 

D) a youth whose parents have just been murdered because they helped form a labor union in a traditionally exploited 

province of a developing country 

E) a teenaged girl in China whose rural family would like to plan to send a younger sibling to college in the future 

 

 

61) The appearance of different people dressed in sarongs, saris, hijabs, business suits or blue jeans and t-shirts on the 

streets of New York City suggests 

A) assimilation. 

B) stimulus diffusion. 

C) syncretism. 

D) acculturation. 

E) hierarchical diffusion. 

 
 

62) The concept that the physical environment sets broad limits on human actions, but that people have the ability to 

adjust to a wide variety of physical environments is 

A) spatial association. 

B) environmental determinism. 

C) possibilism. 

D) climate. 

E) cultural relativism. 
 

 

63) Which of the following is the correct characterization of population density? 

A) Arithmetic density is the best ratio to use when describing the "why" of population density. 

B) Physiologic density is the best ratio to use to describe human health. 

C) A comparison of physiologic densities and arithmetic densities helps geographers understand the capacity of land to 

yield food for the total population. 

D) Agricultural density ratios are the best representation of productive agriculture yields. 

E) Arithmetic densities provide insight into relationships between resources and population centers in a particular region. 
 

 

64) The South is established as a vernacular region of the United States by 

A) climate, low high-school graduation rates, and the Roman Catholic and Baptist churches. 

B) climate, low educational attainment, cotton production, and the prevalence of Baptist churches. 

C) climate, low educational attainment, cotton production, and the prevalence of talk radio stations. 

D) low high school graduation rates, climate, cotton and corn (maize) production, and abuses of the rights of voters and 

minorities. 

E) high cotton production, high church attendance, the prevalence of right-wing talk radio stations, and limits placed on 

the civil rights of ethnic and racial minorities. 



65) Land suited for agriculture is called 

A) physiological land. 

B) arable land. 

C) ecumene land. 

D) biome land. 

E) arid land. 

 

 

66) A possible stage five epidemiological transition is the stage of 

A) reemergence of infectious and parasitic diseases. 

B) pestilence and famine. 

C) delayed degenerative diseases. 

D) receding pandemics, including possible zombie pandemics. 

E) degenerative and human-created diseases. 

 

 

67) To geographers, the spread of McDonald's around the world represents 

A) a unique taste in nearly every location. 

B) economic globalization but not cultural globalization. 

C) economic and cultural globalization. 

D) the relocation diffusion of restaurants. 

E) economic proliferation. 

 

 

68) The Earth area of permanent human settlement is called the 

A) hot zone. 

B) ecumene. 

C) civilized world. 

D) subpolar region. 

E) geophenom. 

 
 

69) The most prominent type of intraregional migration in the world is 

A) urban to rural. 

B) region to region. 

C) city to city. 

D) north to south. 

E) rural to urban. 
 

 

70) The largest numbers of Europeans migrated to the United States primarily because of 

A) government policies seeking to "Europeanize" society. 

B) political and religious freedom. 

C) the Homestead Act. 

D) the Industrial Revolution which displaced rural workers and precipitated population growth. 

E) decreased political stability as European countries were wracked by revolutions. 

 
 

71) The transfer of money by migrants to family or community members in their country of origin is 

A) a visa tax. 

B) a remittance. 

C) required to return home. 

D) a form of global aid. 

E) reimbursement for travel. 



72) If your ancestors migrated to the United States during the 1840s and 1850s, barring any other evidence, you might 

strongly suspect that they originated in 

A) Italy or Poland. 

B) Russia or Bulgaria. 

C) Ireland or Germany. 

D) Norway or England. 

E) Spain or Portugal. 

 

 

73) The average number of births women bear in their lifetimes is 

A) total increase rate. 

B) crude birth rate. 

C) crude fertility rate. 

D) total fertility rate. 

E) total birth rate. 

 

 

74) Approximately 500 babies were born in Country D in 2011, but 35 of them died before reaching their first birthday. 

These data can be used to report Country D's 

A) murder rate. 

B) early life expectancy. 

C) crude death rate. 

D) terminal increase rate. 

E) infant mortality rate. 

 

 

75) India and the United Kingdom have approximately the same arithmetic density although their landscapes and sizes 

are quite different. From this we can conclude that the two countries have roughly the same 

A) pressure placed by people on the land to produce food. 

B) number of people per area of land. 

C) number of people per area of arable land. 

D) level of output per farmer. 

E) number of farmers per area of land. 



 

1) C 

2) D 

3) E 

4) B 

5) D 

6) E 

7) D 

8) E 

9) B 

10) E 

11) B 

12) E 

13) A 

14) E 

15) A 

16) E 

17) E 

18) C 

19) C 

20) C 

21) A 

22) E 

23) B 

24) A 

25) B 

26) E 

27) C 

28) B 

29) E 

30) D 

31) E 

32) C 

33) D 

34) B 

35) E 

36) E 

37) D 

38) D 

39) D 

40) D 

41) C 

42) A 

43) A 

44) B 

45) C 

46) A 

47) C 

48) B 

49) B 

50) D 

51) B 



52) A 

53) C 

54) D 

55) E 

56) A 

57) D 

58) E 

59) D 

60) E 

61) D 

62) C 

63) C 

64) B 

65) B 

66) A 

67) C 

68) B 

69) E 

70) D 

71) B 

72) C 

73) D 

74) E 

75) B 


