
know and be able to                                                                   POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY 
 

KNOW 
autonomous region 
balance of power 
Berlin Conference 
border/boundary 
capital city 
centripetal/centrifugal force 
city-state 
civil divisions 
colonialism 
colony 
compact state 
democratization 
devolution 
domino theory 
elongated state 
EEZ 

enclave/exclave 
fragmented state 
federalism / federal state 
frontier 
high seas 
geometric boundary 
gerrymander 
governance 
imperialism 
irredentism 
landlocked state 
law of the sea 
maritime boundary 
microstate 
multinational state 
multistate nation 

perforated state 
prorupted state 
reapportionment/redistricting 
relic boundary 
self-determination 
separatism 
sovereignty 
state 
stateless nation 
superimposed boundary 
supranational organization 
territorial waters 
territoriality 
terrorism 
UNCLOS 
unitary state 

 

BE ABLE TO 

✓ explain the concept of “state” by: 

• identifying necessary qualifications and characteristics 

• describing “quasi-states” 
 

✓ describe the problems of multinational states and stateless nations. 
 

✓ Explain the following with regard to boundaries: 

• their purpose, characteristics, and types 

• their method of establishment and administration 

• their effects on states’ economies, societies, and international relationships 
 

✓ explain, with examples, how each of the following has changed the political map of the world: 
colonialism and imperialism, the Belin Conference, World Wars 1 and 2, the end of the Cold War. 

 

✓ explain the role of the following in the internal structure of states: 

• internal civil divisions and federalism vs unitary structure 

• irredentism, separatism, autonomy, and self-determination 
 

✓ discuss international conflict and cooperation in the arctic and Antarctica 
 

✓ explain the meaning of the following terms as they relate to geopolitics: rimland, heartland, organic 
theory, shatterbelt, the frontier. 

 

✓ define and provide examples of forward capitals. 
 

✓ Identify and describe these international organizations: 
United Nations 
European 
Union 

NAFTA 
ASEAN 
NATO 

Mercosur 
African Union 

 

CASE STUDIES 

____________________________________________       ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________       ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________       ____________________________________________ 



Antecedent Boundary - A boundary line established before an area is populated 

Example: 
 

Autonomous Region – An area of a country that has a degree of self-rule or freedom from an external authority 

Example: 
 

Balance of Power – Condition of roughly equal strength between opposing countries or alliances of countries. 

Example: 
 

Border / Boundary – Invisible line that marks the extent of a state’s territory. 

Example: 
 

Capital City – the city that is the seat of government of a state, nation, or province 

Example: 
 

Centrifugal force - Forces that tend to divide a country-such as internal religious, linguistic, ethnic or ideological 

differences. 

Example: 
 

Centripetal force - Forces that tend to unify a country-such as widespread commitment to a national culture, 

shared ideological objectives, and a common faith  

Example: 
 

City-state – A sovereign state compromising a city and its immediate hinterland. 

Example: 
 

Civil Divisions – Parts of a governmental unit that oversee noncriminal matters 

Example: 
 

Colonialism – Attempt by one country to establish settlements and to impose its political, economic and cultural 

principles in another territory. 

Example: 

 

Colony – A territory that is legally tied to a sovereign state rather than completely independent. 

Example: 
 

Compact state – A state in which the distance from the center to any boundary does not vary significantly. 

Example: 
 

Domino Theory - The idea that political destabilization in one country can lead to collapse of political stability in 

neighboring countries, starting a chain reaction of collapse. 

Example: 
 

Democratization – The spread of representative government to more countries and the process of making 

governments more representative 

Example: 
 

Devolution – The transfer of powers from the federal government to more local regions 

Example: 
 

EEZ – A sea zone over which a state has special rights over the exploration and use of marine resources. 200 

nautical miles from shore, although may extend farther out if the continental shelf extends farther. 

Example: 
 

Elongated state – A state with a long, narrow shape. 

Example: 
 

Enclave – Small bit of foreign territory lying within a state but not under its jurisdiction. Could be an entire 

country or part of a country complete surrounded by another country. 

Example: 

 



Exclave – Part of a country that is or is almost completely separated from the main part of the country, islands 

don't count, difficult to govern, citizens have separatist feelings. 

Example: 
 

Federal state / Federalism – An internal organization of a state that allocates most powers to units of local 

governments. 

Example: 
 

Fragmented State – A state that contains several discontinuous pieces of territory 

Example: 
 

Frontier – A zone separating two states in which neither state exercises political control. 

Example: 
 

Geometric Boundary - Political boundaries that are defined and delimited by straight lines. 

Example: 
 

Gerrymandering – Process of redrawing legislative boundaries for the purpose of benefiting the party in power. 

Example: 
 

Governance – the exercise of authority or control (governing) over an area 

Example: 
 

High Seas – the portion of the oceans considered common territory, not under any kind of exclusive state 

jurisdiction 

Example: 
 

Imperialism – Control of territory already occupied and organized by an indigenous group. 

Example: 
 

Irredentism – A policy of cultural extension and potential political expansion by a country aimed at a group of its 

nationals living in a neighboring country. 

Example: 
 

Landlocked state – A state that does not have a direct outlet to the sea. 

Example: 
 

Law of the Sea - Law establishing states' rights and responsibilities concerning the ownership and use of the 

earth's seas and oceans and their resources. 

Example: 
 

Maritime Boundary – boundaries in the world's oceans. Overseen by the United Nations via UNCLOS. 

Example: 
 

Microstate – a state that encompasses a very small land area 

Example: 
 

Multinational State – State that contains two or more ethnic groups with traditions of self-determination that 

agree to coexist peacefully by recognizing each other as distinct nationalities. 

Example: 

 

Multistate nation – Nation that stretches across borders and across states. 

Example: 

 

Perforated state – A state that completely surrounds another one. 

Example: 

 

Prorupted state – An otherwise compact state with a large projecting extension. 

Example: 

 



Reapportionment / Redistricting – Process by which representative districts are switched according to 

population shifts, so that each district encompasses approximately the same number of people 

Example: 

 

Relic Boundary - Old political boundaries that no longer exist as international borders, but that have left an 

enduring mark on the local cultural or environmental geography. 

Example: 

 

Self-determination – the concept that ethnicities have the right to govern themselves 

Example: 

 

Separatism – Advocacy of a state of cultural, ethnic, tribal, religious, racial, governmental or gender separation 

from the larger group. While it often refers to full political secession, separatist groups may seek nothing more 

than greater autonomy, 

Example: 

 

Sovereignty – Ability of a state to govern its territory free from control of its internal affairs by other states. 

Example: 

 

State – An area organized into a political unit and ruled by an established government with control over its 

internal and foreign affairs. 

Example: 

 

Stateless Nation – a nation (nationality) of people that does not have a territory to legally occupy, like the 

Palestinians, Kurds, and Basques 

Example: 

 

Superimposed Boundary - A political boundary placed by powerful outsiders on a developed human landscape. 

 Example: 

 

Supranational Organization – Cooperating groups of nations that operate on either a regional or international 

level. 

Example: 

 

Territorial Waters – The area of sea around a country's coast recognized as being under that country's 

jurisdiction – 12 nautical miles from shore. 

Example: 

 

Territoriality – the concept to control pieces of the earth's surface for political and social ends 

Example: 

 

Terrorism – the use of violence by non-governmental groups against civilians to achieve a political goal by 

instilling fear and frightening governments into changing policies 

Example: 

 

UNCLOS – United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea: a code of maritime law approved by the UN in 

1982 that authorizes, among other provisions, territorial waters extending 12 nautical miles from shore and 200 

nautical mile wide exclusive economic zones. 

Example: 

 

Unitary state – An internal organization of a state that places most power in the hands of central government 

officials. 

Example: 


