
know and be able to                                                             GEOGRAPHY OF INDUSTRY 

 
KNOW 
agglomeration industries 

assembly line 

break-of-bulk 

brownfield 

bulk-gaining industry 

bulk-reducing industry 

capital 

complementarity 

cottage industry 

deindustrialization 

export processing zone 

footloose industry 

 

 

 

“Fordism” (Post-Fordism) 

growth pole 

industrial inertia 

Industrial Revolution 

infrastructure 

economies of scale 

labor-intensive industry 

location theory 

manufacturing region 

maquiladora 

market orientation 

mass production 

 

 

 

new international division of labor 

outsourcing 

primary industry 

rank-size rule 

raw material orientation 

right-to-work state 

site characteristics 

site factors 

situation characteristics/ factors 

secondary industry 

special economic zone 

textile 

Weber’s least-cost theory

 

BE ABLE TO 
 

✓ explain the Industrial Revolution by: 

• describing its origin. 

• describing its diffusion and current pattern of industrial regions. 
 

✓ mapping regional manufacturing zones in different regions and identifying their different specific strengths. 
 
✓ compare and contrast pre-industrial, industrial, and post-industrial life and landscape and give examples of each. 
 
✓ describing how site and situation factors influence the location of manufacturing and give examples. 
 
✓ explain the location of industry by 

• contrasting raw material-oriented with market-oriented industries. 

• explaining Weber’s “least-cost” theory. 

• discussing break-of-bulk. 

• defining “footloose” industries. 
 
✓ discuss the problems created by industrialization in: 

• developed countries. 

• developing countries. 
 
 
CASE STUDIES 
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Agglomeration industries – industries / types of business that cluster or concentrate people or activities. It often refers to 

manufacturing plants and businesses that benefit from close proximity. Example: Hollywood (Of making films) 

 

Assembly line - Arrangement of workers, machines, and equipment in which the product being assembled passes 

consecutively from operation to operation until completed. 

 

Break-of-bulk point - A location where transfer is possible from one mode of transportation to another. 

 

Brownfield – a property which has the presence or potential to be a hazardous waste, pollutant or contaminant. 

 

Bulk-gaining industry - An industry in which the final product weighs more or compromises a greater volume than the 

inputs. 

 

Bulk-reducing industry - An industry in which the final product weighs less or comprises a lower volume than the 

inputs. 

 

Capital - Wealth (in terms of money or property) owned or employed in business by an individual, firm, or corporation. 

 

Complementarity - Exists when two regions, through an exchange of raw materials and/or finished products, can 

specifically satisfy each other's demands. 

 

Cottage industry - Manufacturing based in homes rather than in a factory, commonly found before the Industrial 

revolution. 

 

Deindustrialization - process by which companies move industrial jobs to other regions with cheaper labor, leaving the 

newly deindustrialized region to switch to a service economy and to work through a period of high unemployment 

 

Economies of scale - Lower production costs as a result of larger volume of production. 

 

Export processing zone - Zones established by many countries in the periphery and semi-periphery where they offer 

favorable tax, regulatory, and trade arrangements to attract foreign trade and investment. 

 

Footloose industry - industry in which the cost of transporting both raw materials and finished product is not important 

for the location of firms 

 

Fordist production - Form of mass production in which each worker is assigned one specific task to perform repeatedly. 



 

Growth Pole (Growth Pole Theory) – Specific areas where economic and industrial growth is centered and branches 

outward to expand the market. The central idea of the growth poles theory is that economic development, or growth, is 

not uniform over an entire region, but instead takes place around a specific pole (or cluster).  

 

Industrial inertia - The refusal of a company to leave its original location even when the reasons that made the location 

suitable or advantageous have disappeared. 

 

Industrial Revolution - A series of improvements in industrial technology that transformed the process of manufacturing 

goods 

 

Infrastructure - Fundamental facilities and systems serving a country, city, or area, as transportation and communication 

systems, power plants, and schools 

 

Labor-intensive industry - An industry for which labor costs comprise a high percentage of total expenses. 

 

Location Theory – Weber’s theory that the location of chosen for manufacturing will be made to minimize costs and 

maximize profits. If the key raw materials are heavier than the final product and will cost a lot to transport, a manufacturer 

will locate itself close to the source of the raw materials. This is the “weight losing” case. If the final product is heavier 

and bulkier than the resources used, the manufacturer will base themselves close to the final market for the product – this 

is the “weight gaining” case. Think Von Thunen! 

 

Manufacturing region - A region in which manufacturing activities have clustered together. 

 

Maquiladora - Factories built by U.S. companies in Mexico near the U.S. border, to take advantage of much cheaper 

labor costs in Mexico. 

 

Market Orientation – The tendency of an economic activity to locate close to its market due to high distribution costs. 

 

Mass production - Process of making large quantities of a product quickly and cheaply 

 

New international division of labor - Transfer of some types of jobs, especially those requiring low-paid less skilled 

workers, from more developed to less developed countries. 

 

Outsourcing - A decision by a corporation (to save money) to turn over much of the responsibility for production or 

specific services to independent suppliers.  

 



Post-Fordist production - Adoption by companies of flexible work rules, such as the allocation of workers to teams that 

perform a variety of tasks. 

 

Primary Industry - An industry that deals with the extraction of raw materials. Agriculture, Mining. 

 

Rank-size rule - A pattern of settlements in a country, such that the nth largest settlement is 1/n the population of the 

largest settlement. 

 

Raw material orientation - goal is to lower transportation cost. If a firm's raw materials are quite heavy relative to the 

weight of the final product, then this orientation is helpful because transport cost are minimized by locating the factories 

near the raw material sites 

 

Right-to-work state - A U.S. state that has passed a law preventing a union and company from negotiating a contract that 

requires workers to join a union as a condition of employment. 

 

Secondary industry - economic activity involving the process of raw materials and their transformation into finished 

industrial products; manufacturing sector 

 

Site factors / characteristics - Location factors related to the costs of factors of production inside the plant, such as land, 

labor, and capital. 

 

Situation factors - Location factors related to the transportation of materials into and from a factory. 

 

Special economic zone - (SEZ) - specific area within a country in which tax incentives and less stringent environmental 

regulations are implemented to attract foreign business and investment. Think China. 

 

Textile - A fabric made by weaving, used in making clothing 

 

Weber’s least-cost theory - Model developed by Alfred Weber that states the location of manufacturing establishments is 

determined by the minimization of three critical expenses: labor, transportation, and agglomeration. 

 
 


