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BE ABLE TO         

✓ explain how agriculture originated and identify its various hearths. 
 

✓ describe the evolution of agricultural practices from their first use until today. 
 

✓ correlate climate and terrain with various agricultural regions. 
✓ describe and apply the von Thünen model to both small and large scale situations. 
✓ map linkages between regions of production and consumption at different scales. 

• world regions of export and import 

• production and consumption (market) regions within a single state 
 

✓ use agricultural practice to differentiate between less developed and relatively developed countries. 
 

✓ discuss current trends and recent changes in agricultural practices in both developed and developing regions 

• farm size and farming methods 

• crop types 

• effects of changing markets and government practices 
 

Vocab: 

1. Agriculture - The deliberate effort to modify a portion of earth's surface through cultivation of crops and the 

raising of livestock to sustenance or economic gain. 

 

2. Agribusiness - Commercial agriculture characterized by integration of different steps in the food processing industry usually 

through ownership by large corporations 

 

3. Aquaculture / Aquafarming – The cultivation of seafood under controlled conditions. 

 

4. Biotechnology – The use of genetically engineered crops in agriculture & DNA manipulation in livestock in order 

to increase production. 



5. Boserup Hypothesis – Population growth compels subsistence farmers to consider new farming approaches that 

produce enough food to take care of the additional people. 

 

6. Carl Sauer – Defined cultural landscape as an area fashioned from nature by a cultural group. (A combination of 

cultural features such as language and religion; economic features such as agriculture and industry; and physical 

features such as climate and vegetation. "Culture is the agent, the natural area is the medium, the cultural landscape 

is the result.") 

 

7. Cash Crop – crops grown for money; more specifically refers to more specialized crops located mainly in 

or near the tropics (e.g., sugar, cotton, rubber, bananas, oranges, ...) 

 

8. Columbian Exchange - The exchange of plants, animals, diseases, and technologies between the Americas and 

the rest of the world following Columbus's voyages. 

 

9. Commercial agriculture - Agriculture undertaken primarily to generate products for sale of the farm. 

 

10. Commodity chain - (e.g. agribusiness) a sequential process used by firms to gather resources, transform them into 

goods or commodities and, finally, distribute them to consumers. 

 

11. Contour plowing - An agricultural technique in which plowing and harvesting are done parallel to the topographic 

contours of the land, in order to prevent erosion 

 

12. Crop rotation - The practice of rotating use of different fields from crop to crop each year to avoid exhausting the 

soil. 

 

13. Dairying (Dairy Farming) – A form of commercial agriculture that specializes in the production of milk and other 

milk products. 

 

14. Domestication - Selective growing or breeding of plants and animals to make them more useful to humans. The 

process of genetically adapting plants and animals for human use and consumption 

 

15. Double cropping - Harvesting twice a year from the same field 

 

16. Extensive subsistence - characterized by low inputs of labor per unit land area. 

 

17. Fallow - cultivated land that is not seeded for one or more growing seasons. Has been seeded, but is then not used 

for several years. 

 

18. Feedlot - a plot of land on which livestock are fattened for market. 

 

19. GMO (Genetically Modified Organism) – A living organism that possesses a novel combination of genetic 

material obtained through the use of modern biotechnology. 

 

20. Green revolution - Rapid diffusion of new agricultural technology especially new high yield seeds and fertilizers 



 

21. Horticulture - The growing of fruits, vegetables and flowers. 

 

22. Intensive subsistence agriculture - A form of subsistence agriculture from which farmers must expend a 

relatively large amount of effort to produce the maximum feasible yield from a parcel of land 

 

23. Intertillage – In shifting cultivation, spreads out production over the farming season by planting different crops in 

the same field. Two or more crops are grown on the same plot of land at the same time (with staggered maturing 

times) -used with smaller plots of land. 

 

24. Livestock Ranching – commercial grazing of livestock over an extensive area. Practiced is semi-arid or arid land, 

where vegetation is too sparse or the soil to too poor to support crops. Prominent in later 19th century in the 

American West; ranchers free roamed throughout the West, until the U.S. government began selling land to 

farmers who outlined their farms with barbed wire, forcing the ranchers to establish large ranches to allow their 

cattle to graze. 

 

25. Luxury Crops – specialized crops typically not essential to human survival; historically grown on plantations by 

European colonial powers (e.g., tea, coffee, tobacco, cocoa (or cacao), ...). 

 

26. Market gardening - The small scale production of fruits, vegetables, and flowers as cash crops sold directly to 

local consumers. Distinguishable by the large diversity of crops grown on a small area of land, during a single 

growing season. Labor is done manually. 

 

27. Mediterranean agriculture - An agricultural system practiced in the Mediterranean-style climates of Western 

Europe, California, and portions of Chile and Australia, in which diverse specialty crops such as grapes and 

avocados.  

 

28. Milkshed - The area surrounding a city from which milk is supplied 

 

29. Neolithic Revolution - the shift from hunting of animals and gathering of food to the keeping (domestication) of 

animals and the growing of food on a regular basis around 8,000 BC. 

 

30. Pastoral nomadism - A form of subsistence agriculture based on herding animals. 

 

31. Plantation – A large farm in tropical and subtropical climates that specializes in the production of one or two 

crops for sale, usually to a more developed country. 

 

32. Ranching - A form of commercial agriculture in which livestock graze over an extensive area 

 

33. Ridge tillage - System of planting crops on ridge tops to reduce farm production costs and promote greater soil 

conversation. 

 

34. Sawah – A flooded field for growing rice. 

 



35. Shifting cultivation - A form of subsistence agriculture in which people shift activity from one field to another, 

each field is used for crops for a few years, then left fallow for a relatively long period. 

 

36. Slash and burn agriculture - Another name for shifting cultivation, so named because fields are cleared by 

slashing the vegetation and burning the debris. 

 

37. Subsidy – A form of financial assistance paid from the government to a business or economic sector. Common in 

agriculture. 

 

38. Subsistence agriculture - Agriculture designed primarily to provide food for direct consumption by the farmer and 

the farmer’s family. 

 

39. Survey patterns - lines laid out by surveyors prior to the settlement of an area. Some methods include: 

Long lots, Meters and Bounds, and Township-and-Range. 

 

40. Long Lots survey pattern - (French) Houses erected on narrow lots perpendicular along a river, so that each 

original settler had equal river access. Popular in Quebec. 

 

41. Metes and Bounds survey pattern - (English) Uses physical features of the local geography, along with 

directions and distances, to define the boundaries of a particular piece of land. Metes refers to boundary 

defined by a measurement of a straight run, bounds refers to a more general boundary, such as a 

waterway, wall, public road, or existing building. 

 

42. Township-and-Range survey patterns - (U.S.A) surveys used west of Ohio, after the purchase of the 

Louisiana Purchase. Land is divided into six-mile square blocks (township), which is then divided into 

one-mile square blocks (range). Ranges were then broken into smaller parcels to be sold or given to 

people to develop. 

 

43. Sustainable agriculture - Farming methods that preserve long term productivity of land and minimize pollution 

typically by rotating soil restoring crops with cash crops and reducing inputs of fertilizers and pesticides. 

 

44. Swidden - A patch of land cleared for planting through slashing and burning. 

 

45. Transhumance – The seasonal migration of livestock between mountainous and lowland pastures. 

 

46. Truck farming - Commercial gardening and fruit farm so named because truck was a Middle English word 

meaning bartering or the exchange of commodities. 

 

47. Vertical Integration – an approach typical of traditional mass production in which a company controls all phases 

of a highly complex production process. 

 

48. Wet rice - Rice planted on a dry land in a nursery and then moved to a deliberately flooded field to promote 

growth. 

 


