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FRQ=Essay 

 

 

Free Response Questions 

You will have 75 minutes to answer three FRQs, you must answer all of them.   

How to be successful on the FRQ section: While the topics of FRQs are difficult to predict, there are some 

things you can expect in the FRQ section: 

Types of questions 

➢ Many FRQs have a map, table, model or graphic that you must analyze to answer the question – use 

your 4-level analysis to break these down and be sure to use actual geographic examples and 

description to support your ideas. You should use the graphic to help answer the question. 

➢ Many questions require you to make an argument and explain a theory, concept, model or key 

geographic principle. Often these are identify, define, and explain in structure but usually require you 

to understand the background and depth of a concept and provide examples. 

➢ Process questions – you will need to identify and explain patterns and processes and why they exist. ie 

map of world showing migration patterns and you have to explain why the patterns exist and give 

examples to support your assertions. 

➢ Synthesis questions – these are the hardest questions because they often ask you to draw in 

information from multiple units and make linkages between concepts and units – these are often the 

questions that separate the 3 student from a 4 or 5 

 

Approach to a high scoring FRQ Section–  

➢ Quickly read all three questions – you will probably see one you know, one you think you know 

something about and one you may go oh no!! Expect the unexpected – don’t panic!! 

➢ Start with the question you know best. We have trained you to write these essays all year don’t forget 

what we have told you to do – Figure out what the question asking you to do? What is the purpose of 

the question, key ideas, what unit(s) does the question address. 

➢ Underline key words and preplan (brainstorm) 3-5 minutes.  Focus on what you know and not on what 

you don’t know! 

➢ Write your response – 15-18 minutes – No need for a formal introduction but be sure to answer all 

parts of the question – A, B, C etc.  Be sure to state the obvious and then build off of your points with 

explanations, definitions and specific geographic examples.  If you have time, a short conclusion often 

helps your score because you may restate or refine your initial response.  
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➢ Label - Parts of your essay – if the question has and A,B and C.  When you write response to A – label 

it A.  When you start part B, create a new paragraph and label it B and so on.  

➢ Always give examples and explain – when? Always – even if it does not ask for one. Stronger essays 

have specific examples and detailed refined explanations and definitions. 

➢ And 1 principle- Every essay expects you to give examples to support your explanation – if it asks for 

one example, try to give two with your best example first. If it asks for 2 give 3… but don’t laundry 

list.  

➢ Remember the Geography- You are taking a geography class so the essays will all include and expect 

a rich knowledge of geography – locations, scale, regions, geographic concepts, spatial analysis and 

vocabulary – use it!! 

➢ Is there a specific region or scale for the question? Be on the look out if the question is asking you to 

address a certain part of the world (Europe, Africa, United States) and at what scale is the question 

(global, regional, local) – Being able to answer at multiple scales in your response is often a sign of a 

strong student. 

➢ Read your response: Make sure you have **answered the question**. Be sure your essay answers 

the question.  Sounds like a duh but it happens a lot. Answer all parts of the question.  

➢ Repeat process for 2nd essay and 3rd essay – ANSWER ALL 3 questions 

➢ The oh no FRQ – This is the FRQ that you don’t think you know – but don’t panic. Last year a 

question about Muslim Immigration in Europe appeared and many students went oh no!!! – (See 

2012- FRQ) Look closely at the question and try to figure out the main idea of the question. Your 

logic might be like this – Muslim Immigration - what units? Migration and Political Geography? What 

do I know about these topics and you will begin to move in the direction of an answer. Answer the 

question as best you can leaning on your knowledge and skills from the course and give it a rip. 

Students who go only a couple of points on this question had a big advantage over the rest. 

➢ Know your Vocabulary!!!  If you haven’t noticed a lot of questions require knowledge of key 

vocabulary – the better you understand these concepts the better your score. Definitions often open the 

door for high scores.   

 

What do these terms mean in APHG FRQ? 

➢ Define – give a definition with an example 

➢ Discuss – define, explain and give examples – tell me what you know about the topic. 

➢ Identify - List in a sentence 

➢ Explain / Describe – see discuss 

➢ Detailed – see discuss – be specific 

➢ Assumptions – related to models – what are the rules of the model – accepted as true usually flat plain 

and _______.  

➢ Apply – use the model or concept to explain an event or situation.  Should include a description of 

principle with examples and details and how the model works.  

➢ Process – How and why something exists 

➢ Distribution – where things are located 

➢ Demographic – Population 

➢ Social – Descriptions of society – culture, people, education, ethnicity, values, medical conditions 

➢ Economic – relates to how the scarce resources (money, goods, services, products, jobs) are used in 

societies. Usually relates to businesses, jobs, trade, income and production of goods. 

➢ Political – usually relates to government and how these governments make decisions and who makes 

decisions. 

➢ Correlation (positive or negative) 
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Remember if you can score 50% on the FRQ section you are in good shape  - but you can only get points for 

what you write so write away and show the reader what you know about geography and the topic. Each FRQ 

question is equally weighted.  Time may be an issue but never leave an FRQ unanswered – the first two 

points of an essay are always easier to get then the last points.  

Tasks for Review 

➢ Read through the different questions and create a quick outline for each FRQ and think of the 

concepts or units related to the question. 

➢ Practice locating patterns and analyzing maps and graphics from sample tests and your textbook. (This 

is why we have you look at the graphics in your book – they could be the topic of an FRQ) 

➢ Review suggestions for high scoring essays. 

➢ Know your vocabulary and models. 

➢ Included are two sample essays with responses – review comments and how they are written. 

 

FRQ’s 

 

What is the difference between a state, a nation and a nation state? 

 

Give an example of a failed nation-state with one reason why a nation state might fail. 

 

According to Walter Christaller’s Central Place Theory: 

a. Describe the optimal shape of a market and tell why it is the most efficient shape. 

b. Define the market area or hinterland. 

c. Define Range 

d. Describe the threshold of services. 

 

Name two economic indicators that are useful in distinguishing between more developed and less developed 

countries. 

 

Define the three sectors of economic activities and describe where (LDC vs MDC) you would find most people 

employed in that sector. 

 

Define and give an example of a language family, a language branch and a language group. 

 

Choose one language and describe how it diffused around the world. 

 

What is a creolized language. 

 

Define ethnic cleansing. 

 

Choose one country that has experienced ethnic cleansing and explain why it occurred. 

 

Why are commercial farmers converting to sustainable agriculture? 

 

Identify two of the three practices associated with sustainability and give an example of how a farmer would use 

each. 

 

Define the following terms as they are used in geography. 

a. Refugee 

b. Push and pull factors 
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c. International and internal migration 

d. Voluntary and forced migration 

 

What is the difference between folk and popular culture.  Give one specific example of each. 

 

Indentify and describe the types of diffusion associated with popular culture. 

 

Give two reasons why popular culture may cause problems and illustrate each with a specific example. 

 

Define the following terms as they are used in political geography. 

a. Fragmented state 

b. Perforated state 

c. Prorupted state 

d. Superimposed boundary 

 

With reference to Von Thunen’s model of agricultural land use which is also known as the Isolated States, 

Answer the following questions.  Use specific examples whenever appropriate. 

a. Diagram the model and identify two assumptions made by Von Thunen that may not be true in reality. 

b. According to the model, what two costs must a farmer consider when deciding which crops to cultivate?  

What is the relationship between distance to market and land use. 

c. To what extent is the model relevant in more and less developed countries today? 

 

The Human Development Index (HDI), created by the United Nations,  recognizes that a country’s level of 

development is a function of economic, social and demographic factors. 

a. Within the economic factor of development, what categories of jobs does the HDI recognize and how is 

the distribution of workers in these catagories an indication of level of development? 

b. Identify the three demographic indicators of development and briefly explain how each can help to 

determine the level of development of a country. 

c. Select a specific country that has a very high HDI and outline an economic, social and demographic 

characteristic that helps to identify it as such. 

d. Select a specific country that has a low HDI and outline an economic, social and demographic 

characteristic that helps to identify is as such. 

 

What is the difference between the primate city rule and rank-size rule? 

 

Briefly discuss two reasons why London, New York and Tokyo are considered the most important of the world 

cities. 

 

Briefly discuss two reasons why there is a much more rapid growth of cities in LDC’s that in MDC’s today. 

 

Population growth rates vary around the world. Given this fact, answer the following:   

  

A) Explain the difference between Crude Birth Rate (CBR), Total Fertility Rate (TFR), and Natural Increase 

Rate (NIR).  

  

B) Explain why population growth rates vary between countries with different levels of development.  

  

C) Name one developing country that has a population growth rate comparable to the industrialized world’s 

rates and explain how that country has accomplished this.   
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The Demographic Transition Model (DTM) helps explain why population is increasing at different rates in 

various parts of the world.  

  

A) Describe in detail how and why a country transitions from Stage I to Stage IV.  

  

B) Some demographers argue for a Stage V. What characterizes Stage V, and what countries and/or regions are 

now in this stage? Why are they in this possible new stage?  

  

 

Government policy experts from different countries look at population growth rates from a variety of 

perspectives. Choose one country from each list and discuss in detail their population policies and what 

prompted that government to take such a stance.  

   

A) Pro-natalist countries: Germany, France, Japan  

  

B) Anti-natalist countries: China, India, Kenya   

  

Today the world is experiencing record rates of migration. Discuss in detail two push and pull factors for each 

of the following types of migration:  

   

A) International migration (Eastern to Western Hemisphere or Southern to Northern Hemisphere).  

   

B) Interregional migration (Northeast U.S. to Southeast U.S. or Central America to Mexico).   

  

C) Intraregional migration (rural to urban in China or urban to suburban in the U.S.).  

  

 

 

Overpopulation continues to concern many government officials around the world.   

  

A) Define the following terms: Arithmetic density, physiologic density, agricultural density.  

   

B) Name one country that is overpopulated and use the above terms to justify your response.  

   

C) Name one country that is under-populated and use the above terms to justify your response.  

   

D) Discuss two challenges of overpopulation for a developed and a developing country. Use specific examples.   

  

 

Population pyramids are used to analyze a country’s demographic characteristics and for government officials 

to plan for future needs.   

  

A) For each of the basic shapes of population pyramids (expanding, declining, and stable) discuss how the 

following terms/concepts are revealed in the shape of the pyramid: birth rates, death rates, dependency ratio.  

   

B) For each of the basic shapes of population pyramids (expanding, declining, and stable) give an example of a 

country with each shape and discuss two geographic challenges they face in the future.  
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C) What impact does the shape (expanding, declining, and stable) of a country’s population pyramid have on 

migration issues? Use specific examples in your response.   

  

 

The Industrial Revolution, demographic transition and international migration are all connected. Answer the 

following questions using specific examples.  

   

A) What is the relationship between the Industrial Revolution and demographic transition? In other words, how 

did the Industrial Revolution contribute to explosive population growth?  

   

B) How did the diffusion of the Industrial Revolution influence international migration streams in the19th and 

early 20th centuries?  

   

C) Give two specific examples the last thirty years of countries in different regions in Stage II of the 

demographic transition and how this contributed to international migration.  

  

 

 

Throughout U.S. history chain migration has had a profound impact on many urban and rural communities.  

Using examples from the past thirty years, answer the following questions.  

   

A) Give two examples with regard to the impact chain migration has had on urban areas of the United States.  

   

B) Give two examples with regard to the impact chain migration has had on rural areas of the United States.   

  

 

 

Both Thomas Malthus and modern-day neo-Malthusians believe that the world will become overpopulated at 

some point in time.   

  

A) Describe Malthus’ views on population growth and food production and his conclusions on the 

overpopulation of the world.  

   

B) Describe the views of the neo-Malthusian movement. In what ways do the views of Malthus and the neo-

Malthusians differ?  

   

C) Describe Julian Simon’s or any neo-Malthusian critics’ views on overpopulation. How do they differ from 

the neo-Malthusian movement?   

  

 

 

The nature of migrants to the United States has changed dramatically over the past 150 years.   

  

A) Identify the two regions where most migrants to the United States originated prior to 1930. Describe at least 

one push factor and one pull factor for migration at this time.   

  

B) Identify the two regions where most migrants to the United States originated after 1930. Describe at least 

one push factor and one pull factor for migration at this time.  
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C) Why has the source areas for immigrants to the United States changed over the past 150 years?  

 

Discuss in detail using specific examples of how folk and popular cultures differ with respect to the following 

categories:  

  

A) origin.  

  

B) diffusion.  

  

C) impact on the cultural landscape.  

 

 

 

Many people feel that globalization threatens folk cultures around the world. For the following categories 

describe how and why globalization can have a negative impact on a specific folk culture.  

   

A) gender roles.  

   

B) loss of traditional values.  

   

C) language.  

   

D) environment.  

 

 

 

Discuss the role relocation and expansion diffusion have played with respect to the geography of religion for the 

following regions:  

  

A) North America and Christianity.  

  

B) Asia and Buddhism.   

  

C) North Africa, Southwest, Central, South, and Southeast Asia and Islam.  

 

English is the most widely spoken language in the world. Explain how isolation and interaction influence the 

pronunciation, spelling, and usage of English. Give specific examples.   

 

Discuss and give one specific example of how popular culture impacts the cultural landscape for each of the 

following categories:  

  

A) a mega city in a developing country  

  

B) a modern suburb in the United States.  

  

C) an urban area in Japan.   
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Using specific examples since the end of World War II, define the type of dispute and describe the origin, 

evolution, and conflict from a geographical perspective for two of the following types of border disputes.  

  

 A) positional/locational dispute  

  

 B) territorial dispute/irredentism  

  

 C) resource/allocational dispute  

  

 D) definitional dispute  

  

 E) operational dispute  

  

 

 

Boundaries have evolved over time in numerous ways around the world.  

  

 A) Define and give an example for the following types of boundaries: subsequent,   

 antecedent, and relict.  

  

B) Using one specific example for both Africa and Southwest Asia (total of two), describe in detail how 

superimposed boundaries have contributed to political unrest and confrontation.  

  

 

 

Boundaries fall into two basic categories – geometric/cultural and physical.  

  

A) Describe what a geometric/cultural boundary is and give three different examples for the U.S./Mexican 

border.  

  

 B) What is one advantage and disadvantage for each type of geometric/cultural   

 boundary?  

  

 C) Discuss two reasons why using a river as a political boundary can be a cause of  

 future disputes between two states.  

  

 

 

Answer the following questions as they are used in Political Geography.  

  

 A) Name the five basic shapes of states and give an example for each one.  

  

 B) For each basic shape give one advantage and one disadvantage.  

  

 

 

The main division within agriculture exists between subsistence and commercial methods of production.  

  

 A) Define subsistence and commercial agriculture.  
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 B) Describe the world wide geographic distribution for subsistence and   

 commercial agriculture today.  

  

 C) Discuss in detail the striking difference between subsistence and commercial  

agriculture for the following categories: farm size, use of machinery, purpose of farming, percentage of farmers 

in the labor force, and relationship to other businesses.  

     

 

 

The von Thunen model of rural land use is often used to analyze the distribution of different types of agriculture 

activities across the landscape.  

  

 A) Describe the basic geographic principles of the model.  

  

 B) How would the categories listed below alter the distribution of agricultural   

 activities according to the von Thunen model?  

  i)   topographic features/physical geography  

  ii)  modern forms of transportation (rail, truck, ship)  

  iii) climatic and soil variations  

  

C) Apply von Thunen’s model to either the United States or the continent of Europe, and describe in detail 

where the single market would be located, and the geographic distribution of dairy, market gardening, mixed 

crop and livestock, corn and soybeans, wheat, and animal grazing practices.  

    

 

 

For the second agricultural revolution answer the following questions in detail.  

  

 A) Where did the second agricultural revolution begin and why?  

  

B) Discuss how the four-field system and two technological innovations contributed to increased agricultural 

productivity.   

  

C) Discuss in detail how the second agricultural revolution influenced population   

 distribution in Europe and North America.  

  

 

 

Globalization is changing the geography of agriculture.  For any three of the categories listed below, describe 

in detail how globalization is altering the geography between areas of production and consumption.  Please give 

specific examples.  

  

 A) the changing geography of apples or kiwis  

 B) improvements in transportation (containerization)  

 C) impact of trade agreements (NAFTA or EU)  

 D) growth of transnational corporations  
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Many developing countries are faced with rapidly expanding populations, which puts a strain on their 

agricultural production systems.  Choose any three strategies listed  

below and discuss in detail the viability and future prospects of the selected method in increasing food 

production.    

  

A) Increase the amount of land in agricultural production in a country in sub-Saharan Africa or Asia.  

  

 B) Increase the productivity of land in South or Southeast Asia.  

   

 C) Increase new food sources for Islamic countries.  

  

 D) Increase new food imports for China or India.  

  

 

 

Some agricultural practices in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) include shifting cultivation, pastorial 

nomadism, and intensive subsistence.  For one of these categories answer the following questions.  

  

 A) Define the agricultural practice and describe three characteristics.   

  

 B) Describe the geographic distribution of the agricultural practice.  

  

 C) Discuss in detail two future challenges for the agricultural practice.  

  

 

 

In the United States the number of family owned farms is decreasing while the average size of farms is 

increasing.  These recent trends make it more difficult for individually owned farming operations to compete 

against corporate farms.  Choose two examples below and define the trend, discuss the methods used, 

motivations for engaging in this trend, and impact on the industrial agriculture and the market.  Please give 

specific examples if possible!  

  

 A) organic agriculture  

  

 B) eating locally (community supported agriculture (CSA) and farmer’s markets)  

  

 C) sustainable agriculture  

  

 D) fair trade agriculture  

  

  

 

In an era of globalization the viability of the state concept is threatened in a variety of ways.  

  

 A) What four aspects need to be in place for a state to exist?  

  

 B) Describe in detail one economic and one cultural reason why globalization   

 threatens the authority of a state.  Give specific examples since the year 2000.  
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 C) Grounded in specific examples, discuss two reasons why states have given   

 some sovereignty to multi-state organizations, such as the EU.  

  

Using examples after the end of World War II, answer the following questions for one region listed below.  

  

• sub-Saharan Africa  

• Southwest Asia  

• South Asia  

 

A) Explain how a major ethnicity evolved into a nationality.  

  

B) Discuss how this evolution contributed to political conflict.  

  

C) Describe in detail the geographic components to the conflict.  

  

 

 

Discuss the origin, diffusion, and impact on the cultural landscape for two of the following:  

  

A) folk housing styles in the United States.  

  

B) Buddhism in Asia.  

  

C) English in South Asia.  

 

 

 

 

As a country economically develops, the employment mix for various sectors of the economy changes.  

  

A) Discuss in detail the general employment mix between primary, secondary, and tertiary sectors of the 

economy for a least developed country (LDC), newly industrialized country (NIC), and a more developed 

country (MDC)  

  

B) Describe the geographic global distribution of LDCs, NICs, and MDCs.  

  

C) Identify and describe one negative environmental impact and one positive economic impact when a country 

rapidly industrializes.   

  

 

 

The United Nations created the Human Development Index (HDI) in order to statistically evaluate a country’s 

level of development.  The HDI includes Gross Domestic Product (GDP)/per capita, average years of education, 

literacy rate, and life expectancy.  

   

 A) Define development and describe one positive and one negative aspect of  

 the HDI.  
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 B) Using the HDI, describe the geographic distribution of wealth in the world   

 today.  

   

D) How would the spatial arrangement change if one looked at the world using a   

 

north polar projection?  

  

 

 

Globalization of the world’s economy continues to have positive and negative consequences depending upon 

one’s perspective.  

  

A) Define globalization.  

 

  

B) Discuss in detail an example of one significant economic impact of globalization in a specific country and 

examine how this impact may be viewed positively and negatively.  

 

  

C) Discuss in detail an example of one cultural impact of globalization in a specific country and examine how 

this impact may be viewed positively and negatively.  

 

  

 

 

Tourism is now the largest economy in the world, and the largest economy in many countries.  Many state, 

regional, and local governments use tourism as an economic development strategy.  

  

A) Analyze how tourism is used as an economic development strategy for a  

 

specific Least Developed Country (LDC).  

  

B) Analyze the effectiveness of using tourism as a development strategy for a specific region or place in a more 

developed country.  

 

C) Describe a positive and negative impact to tourism for a Least Developed Country (LDC).  

 

 

 

In a highly globalized and technologically advanced world, industries often shift their locations of production to 

remain competitive.  Using site and situational factors, discuss in detail the changing geographic location of 

production for one of the following industries.  

   

A) textile manufacturing moving from the United States to Asia.  

 

  

B) automobile manufacturing in the United States moving from the upper Midwest to the south central states.  
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C) meat packing industry moving from Chicago, Omaha, and Kansas City to small towns in the Great Plains 

region.   

 

  

 

Japan’s industrial base was devastated due to World War II.  

  

A) Discuss three strategies Japan used to re-industrialize after World War II.  

 

  

B) What is just-in-time production, and how did Japan’s physical geography play a role in developing this 

unique mass production strategy?  

 

  

C) Describe in detail one other Asian country and how it used Japan as a role model for economic and industrial 

development.  

 

  

 

Regardless of a particular development strategy a country used, a variety of  factors  inhibit or enhance 

economic development.  

  

A) Name one country from sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, or Asia and use   

 

three items from the list below to describe in detail how each factor inhibits economic development.  

  

 Physical environment, debt, over dependence on primary products, legacy of colonialism, or political 

instability/corruption  

 

  

B) Name one country from sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, or Asia and use three items from the list below 

to describe in detail how each factor enhanced its economic development efforts.  

  

 Geographic comparative advantage, international division of labor, large population, economic 

reforms/policies (Export Processing Zones (EPZs)), or direct foreign investment.  

 

  

Rapid urbanization in Least Developed Countries (LDCs) has many profound impacts for the world. Answer the 

following questions in detail and give specific examples.  

  

A) Discuss the changing percentage of the top ten world’s largest cities located in More Developed Countries 

(MDCs) vs. LDCs, since 1900.  

  

B) How will this trend play out for the next twenty years?  What cities and areas of the world will continue to 

rapidly urbanize?  

  

C) Discuss two factors that are contributing to the rapid geographical shifts in urbanization on a global scale.  

  

D) Discuss three geographic challenges for mega cities in both MDCs and LDCs.  
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A number of urban models have been developed during the 20th century to help explain the distribution of 

commercial activities and social characteristics for North  

American cities. For the Concentric Zone, Sector, and Multiple Nuclei Models discuss the following:  

  

 A) Identify three assumptions in all three models.  

  

 B) Describe one strength and one weakness for each model.  

  

 C) Analyze the effectiveness of the concentric model for cities outside of North  

 America.  How would the arrangement of concentric circles be different and why?  

  

 

 

North American metropolitan areas face many challenges.  Discuss in detail a social, an economic, and a 

physical challenge for A, B or C, and D.  

  

 A) central business districts (CBDs).  

  

 B) inner city neighborhoods.  

  

 C) inner ring suburbs (1950s).  

  

 D) boomburgs ( commuter zone).  

  

 

 

 

Since the 1980s, new development strategies have emerged to counter the negative social, physical, and 

economic problems associated with sprawl.  Discuss in detail three positive and one negative aspect to the 

following development strategies:  

  

 A) New Urbanism.  

  

 B) Transit Orientated Development.  

  

 C) Smart Growth.   

  

 

 

The evolution of the American city has been largely influenced by improvements in transportation technology. 

Discuss how each of the following impacted the growth and geography of a large American city:  

  

 A) street-cars and subways for Boston or Chicago (1900 - 1930).  

  

 B) highways for Los Angeles or Phoenix (1950s – present).  

  

 C) new light rail and subway systems for Washington D.C. or   
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 San Francisco (1970s – present).  

  

  

 

 

Christaller’s Central Place Theory has serious theoretical and practical applications for the distribution of goods 

and services in a region/country.  

  

A) What are three advantages to the rank-size rule?  

  

B) What is the relationship between Central Place Theory and the Daily Urban System in the United States?  

  

C) What are two disadvantages for a region and/or country having a primate city?  Discuss two specific 

strategies that a region and/or country have used to slow down the growth of their primate city.  
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Multiple Choice 

 

 
 

How to be successful on the multiple-choice section: there are lots of strategies for taking multiple-choice 

exams but some are more successful than others.  All AP MC questions have five possible answers 

(A,B,C,D,E).   

 

Step #1 – Read and rephrase the question – Do you understand the question? What is really being asked? 

 

Step #2 – When? Who and where? What? For the question: What historical period? What unit or units is 

the question about?  – economics, population, culture etc -What concept(s) is the question about?  

a. Use Associative Thinking – Think about what you know about the concept or the question. If you 

can start to build off what you know and connect the concepts together you will likely move in the 

direction of the right answer and activate your knowledge – examples, details, regions, case 

studies. 

b. If the question is about a topic you really know, at this point you might be able to pick the correct 

answer – if not or you are not sure go to step #3. 

 

Step #3 - Process of elimination – Remember only one response is correct all of the others are wrong. If you 

know a response is wrong, eliminate it – cross it off. Remember - All answers are wrong until proven right. 

Caution AP tests are known to have distractors that are plausible and have elements of truth.  This makes the 

question more challenging. Watch out for except. 

 

Step #4 – Pick the best answer – kind of a duh but see step 3 about AP questions. 

 

Step #5 – Guess and move on: In AP you get 1 point for a correct answer, “zero” for a wrong answer and a 

“zero” for a blank answer.  Should I guess? – yes-absolutely - Mark it so you can come back, but guess 

(bubble) and comeback later if you have time. Do not leave any question unanswered!!!  You are not 

penalized for wrong answers! 

 

Changing Answers – Be very careful: Trust yourself – once you settle or choose an answer be very cautious 

about changing your answer – Only reasons to change: if you misread the question or have definite (near 

100%) information that your response is wrong. 

 
Practice Multiple Choice Websites: 

http://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?title=ap-human-geography-practice-exam 

http://www.litchfield.k12.mn.us/education/components/testbank/default.php?sectiondetailid=737 

http://www.proprofs.com/quiz-school/story.php?title=ap-human-geography-practice-exam
http://www.litchfield.k12.mn.us/education/components/testbank/default.php?sectiondetailid=737
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Models – AP Human Geography 
 

Model Geographer 

Population and Migration (Chapters 2 and 3) 

Demographic Transition  

Epidemiologic Transition  

Malthusian Theory Thomas Malthus 

Laws of Migration E. G. Ravenstein 

Migration Transition Wilbur Zelinsky 

Gravity Model of Migration  

Political/Geopolitical (Chapter 8) 

Heartland Theory Halford Mackinder 

Rimland Theory Nicholas Spykman 

Sea Power Theory Alfred Thayer Mahan 

Organic Theory of Nations Friedrich Ratzel 

Domino Theory  

Containment (Communism during Cold War)  

Agriculture (Chapter 10) 

Boserup Hypothesis Esther Boserup 

Von Thunen’s Agricultural Location Theory Johann Heinrich Von Thunen 

Development/Modernization (Chapter 9 and 11) 

Modernization/Development Model W. W. Rostow 

Core-Periphery Model 

World Systems Theory 

Immanuel Wallerstein 

Location of Industry (Least Cost Location) Alfred Weber 

Locational Interdependence Harold Hotelling 

Urbanization (Chapter 13) 

Multiple Nuclei Model E. L. Ullman and Chauncy Harris 

Sector Model Homer Hoyt 

Concentric Zone Model Ernest Burgess 

Rank Size Rule Mark Jefferson 

Primate City Rule Mark Jefferson 

Central Place Theory Walter Christaller 

Evolution of the American Metropolis John R. Borchert 

Bid Rent Theory  

Miscellaneous 

Environmental Determinism Ellsworth Huntington 

Possibilism Vidal de la Blache 

Cultural Landscape Carl Sauer 

 

Key Geographic Models – Each model is listed with the geographers responsible for developing that model.  

Additionally, the category that each model falls in to is listed to aid review/recall. 

AP Human Geography Models . . .  Cheat Sheet 
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Demographic Transition Model 

4 stages related to the NIR and related to Population Pyramids 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 

BR/DR are high 

Why high BR?  

  Many children needed 

  for farming 

Why high DR? 

  Lack of food/meds 

  Diseases, famine 

 

NO country is still in  

      Stage 1 

BR remains high 

DR begins to drop 

Population begins to  

  grow . . .  

 

Also . . . improvements  

  in water supply and 

  medicines 

LDC 

BR drops 

 

Fewer children needed 

 for farming/jobs 

 

LDC  

BR/DR are low 

 

Stable or slow decline 

in 

  Population  

 

Social causes:  family 

  planning, improved  

  status of women, later 

  marriages 

MDC 

 

 

   

 
 

Rostow’s Modernization Model 

Traditional  

Society 

Preconditions to 

Take off 

Take off Maturity Mass 

Consumption 

Mostly 

agricultural 

Little development 

LDC 

Primary Sector 

- still farming 

 

Needs an elite  

  group to start  

  the take off 

 

Development of  

  water supply & 

  transportation 

Industry 

 

Rapid growth in a  

  limited # of  

  activities 

- food 

- textiles 

  due to improving 

  water & transp. 

 

Modern tech.  

  diffuses to lots 

  of industries 

 

Skilled workers 

Specialized work. 

 

MDC 

Shift from heavy  

  industry to  

  lighter industry 

  (more consumer) 

 

Heavy industry  

  is continued in  

  LDCs 

 

MDC 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=vyyMok3nz-iwgM&tbnid=2k14NMNvPylfPM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lewishistoricalsociety.com%2Fwiki%2Ftiki-read_article.php%3FarticleId%3D50&ei=ASqEUbvkKcK8igK-64DwDg&bvm=bv.45960087,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNFZUu-CxWTubZzPZiRGnfVCCJL5FQ&ust=1367702315078632
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LDC 

Others remain at 

 traditional level 

 

LDC 

 

Gravity Model 

Large cities have a greater drawing power . . . universities, stadiums, theaters, diverse restaurants 

Quantity of movement between 2 locations increases as their size increases AND decreases with an 

increase in distance . . . 

 

The greater the size of a location (big city) . . . the greater the interaction . . . you gravitate to the 

activities in the bigger towns! 

 

 

Burgess’ Concentric Zone Model 

 

1920s / Chicago / the prairie 

1. CBD 

2. Transition – Industry and poor housing (immigrants, apts, 

rooming houses0 

3. Independent Workers Homes – stable working class/modest older 

homes 

4. Better Residences – aka middle class, newer and more spacious 

homes 

5. Commuter Zone – aka suburbs, small villages, dormitory 

communities 

 

 

Hoyt Sector Model 

 

Sectors not rings attract various activities 

- environmental reasons 

- chance 

- transportation routes 

 

1939/Chicago 

 

Once a high end district is established . . . the growth of  

  high-end continues out from there 

 

1. CBD 

2. transportation/industry 

3. low-end residential 

4. middle-class residential 

5. high-class residential 
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Multiple Nuclei Model 

 

Harris and Ullman / 1945/ Cities w/i cities 

 

Modern cities develop with many nodes 

- has more than one center 

- clustering of compatible businesses 

 

Ex:  university node 

- attracts well educated 

- attracts pizzerias 

- attracts book stores 

 

      airport node 

- hotels 

- warehouse 

- waterparks (MOA) 

 

Christaller’s Central Place Theory 

 

1930s  ONLY deals with MDCs 

Recognizes the economic relationship between cities and  

  the hinterland 

 

Profitability of location  

- range, threshold, nesting 

 

Urban hierarchy  

- hexagons overlap 

- larger centers have high-order goods and services 

- smaller centers have convenient goods and services 

 

Shows location of trade and service activities 

  

Weber Least Cost Theory 

 
 

Look at  

Situation (transportation) 

- bulk reducing or bulk gaining 

 

Bulk reducing must be located near the source (mine) 

Bulk gaining will be located closer to the market (beverages or  

          commercial airliners) 

 

Site  

- land, labor, capital 

- land too costly near the city 

- labor wages very low in MDCs so factories move 

- capital not available in some areas so plants can’t locate 

there (ex:  autos in Detroit vs NE) 
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Von Thunen’s Agricultural Model 

 

1800s 

Depends on bulk (transportation) 

Depends on perishability (distance) 

 

Bid-Rent factors in . . .  

- the price and demand on real estate changes 

as the distance towards the CBD increases 

 

The more accessible, the more profitable thus the 

higher land values  

 

If the cost (of land) gets too high, you drop out! 

 

Epidemiologic Transition Model 

Pestilence and  

Famine 

Receding  

Pandemics 

Degenerative 

Human Created 

Diseases 

Delayed  

Degenerative 

Diseases 

Re-emergence of 

Infectious  

Diseases and New 

Stage 1 of DTM 

Infectious and 

parasitic diseases 

are the main cause 

of death  

Ex: Black Plague 

Improved 

sanitation and 

nutrition and meds 

during the IR 

 

Poor still highly  

impacted but DR 

begin to slow 

 

Construction of 

water and sewer 

systems eradicate 

cholera for the 1st 

time 

 

Stage  2 of DTM 

Increase in  

- heart disease 

  (cardio-vascular) 

- cancers 

 

The good life . . . 

food easy too get 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 2/3 

Advanced 

medical, better 

diets, reduced 

tobacco and 

alcohol use 

 

More exercise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 3/4 

Re-emergence 

- evolving microbes 

- drug resistant  

   Malaria (no more  

   use of DDT) 

- tuberculosis due  

  to more poverty  

  in LDCs 

- more air travel to 

  spread diseases 

  (H1N1)  

 

New  

- AIDS  

- life expectancy in  

  Lesotho and  

  Swaziland has  

  Declined 

Stage 4 

 

Core-Periphery Model   * aka World Systems Theory  aka Dependency 
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Core – 

- MDCs 

- High socio-economic level 

- North America / Europe 

 

Perphery – 

- LDCs 

- dependent on the core 

- supplies raw materials 

- Latin America, Africa, Asia 

 

Chile, Brazil, China are on the semi-periphery 

 

It is believed that eventually the periphery will be absorbed by the core 

 

 

Domino Theory 

 

Developed by the CIA in response to the communist threat in the 

60s and 70s 

 

Political destabilization in one country can lead to the 

destabilization in neighboring countries . . . 

 

Term was coined by Pres. Eisenhower in a speech suggesting that 

the countries involved would “fall like dominoes”. 

 

Heartland Theory vs Rimland Theory 

Heartland Rimland 

Makinder 

Who rules Eastern Europe commands the 

Heartland (Asia) 

 

Who rules the Heartland (Asia) commands the 

world island 

 

Who rules the world island commands the world 

 

This explains the role of NATO and Warsaw Pact 

during the Cold War . . .  

Spykman 

It is the Eurasian Rim that is/was the key to 

global power . . . 

 

3 wars prove it . . . 

1. Afghanistan (Russians 1980s) 

2. Vietnam 

3. Korea 

 

This explains the Domino Theory 

 

Neo-Colonialism 

The less developed countries are still dependent on the MDCs 

- investments 

- development 

- technology 

 



 

24 
 

Malthusian Theory 

Thomas Malthus / 1800s 

Relationship of population growth and food supply 

 

Food supply grows arithmetically (1, 2, 3, 4) 

Population grows exponentially (1, 2, 4, 8, 16) 

 

The world population will outgrow the food supply . . . this lack of population will create a check on the 

population! 

 

Malthus was wrong . . . Green Revolution, hybrid seeds, GMOs, etc 

 

 

Dependency Theory 

Some countries allow themselves to remain n poverty as a whole to obtain some other type of economic 

power . . . usually for an elite class.   

 

The leadership hoards economic resources for themselves .  .  . 

- Egypt 

- Libya 

- Yemen 

- etc 

 

Sustainable Develoment 

Addresses issues of social welfare and environment 

 

Protection within the context of capitalism and economic growth . . . 

 

People living today should be able to meet their needs without prohibiting the ability of future 

generations to do the same . . .  

- focus on use of renewable resources 

- promote ecotourism 

- organic farming 

 

Rank Size Rule  and Urban Primacy 

Rank Size Rule Urban Primacy 

 
2nd largest city  is ½ the size of largest 
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4th largest city is ¼ the size of the largest  

. . .  

The population is inversely proportionate to its 

RANK! 

 

Mostly MDCs 

Largest settlement has more than 2x the 

population of the 2nd largest . . . 

Ex:  Copenhagen, Denmark 

       London, England 

       Bucharest, Romania  

 

The absence of rank size in many LDCs indicates 

that there is not enough wealth in the society to 

pay for a full variety of services 

 

Creates a hardship for those who must travel long 

distances to hospitals, etc (bus, walk)  
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Major Geographic Qualities of Austral Realm 

 

1. Australia and New Zealand constitute a geographic realm by virtue of territorial dimension, relative 

location, and dominant cultural landscape. 

 

2. Despite their inclusion in a single geographic realm, Australia and New Zealand differ physiographically.  

Australia has a vast, dry, low-relief interior; New Zealand is mountainous. 

 

3. Australia and New Zealand are marked by peripheral development- Australia because of its aridity, New 

Zealand because of its topography. 

 

4. The populations of Australia and New Zealand are not  only peripherally distributed but also highly 

clustered in urban areas. 

 

5. The realm’s human geography is changing- in Australia because of Aboriginal activism and Asian 

immigration, and in New Zealand because of Maori activism and Pacific-islander immigration. 

 

6. The economic geography of Australia and New Zealand is dominated by the export of livestock products 

(and in Australia also by wheat production and mining). 

 

7. Australia and New Zealand are being integrated into the economic framework of the western Pacific Rim, 

principally as suppliers of raw materials.  

 

 

Major Geographic Qualities of East Asia 

 

1. East Asia is encircled by snowcapped mountains, vast deserts, cold climates, and Pacific waters. 

 

2. East Asia is one of the World’s earliest culture hearths, and China is one of the World’s oldest 

continuous civilizations. 

 

3. East Asia is the world’s most populous geographic realm, but its population remains strongly 

concentrated in its eastern regions 

 

4. China, the world’s largest nation- state demographically, is the current rendition of an empire that has 

expanded and contracted, fragmented and unified many times during its long existence. 

 

5. China today remains a  mainly rural society, and its vast eastern river basins feed hundreds of millions 

in a historic pattern that continues today. 

 

6. China’s sparsely peopled western regions are strategically important to the state, but they lie exposed 

to minority pressures and Islamic influences. 

 

7. Along China’s Pacific frontage an economic transformation is taking place, affecting all the coastal 

provinces and creating an emerging Pacific Rim region. 

 

8. Increasing regional disparities and fast-changing cultural landscapes are straining East Asian societies. 
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9. Japan, the economic giant of the East Asian realm, has a history of colonial expansion and wartime 

conduct that still affects international relations here. 

 

10. East Asia may witness the rise of the World’s next superpower China’s economic and military 

strength and influence growth- and if China avoids the devolutionary forces that fractured the Soviet 

Union. 

 

11. The political geography of East Asia contains a number of flashpoints that can generate conflict, 

including Taiwan, North Korea, and several island groups in the realm’s seas.  

 

 

 

Major Geographic Qualities of Europe 

 

1. The European Realm lies on the western extremity of the Eurasian landmass, a locale of maximum 

efficiency for contact with the rest of the world. 

 

2. Europe’s lingering and resurgent world influence results largely from advantages accrued over 

centuries of global political and economic domination.  

 

3. The European natural environment displays a wide range of topographic, climatic, and soil conditions 

and is endowed with many industrial resources. 

 

4. Europe is marked by strong internal regional differentiation (cultural as well as physical), exhibits a 

high degree of functional specialization, and provides multiple exchange opportunities.  

 

5. European economies are dominated by manufacturing, and the level of productivity has been high; 

levels of development generally decline from west to east. 

 

6. Europe’s nation-states emerged from durable power cores that formed that headquarters of world 

colonial empires. A number of those states are now plagued by internal separatist movements. 

 

7. Europe’s rapidly aging population is generally well off, highly urbanized, well educated, and enjoys 

long life expectancies. 

 

8. A growing number of European countries are experiencing population declines; in many of these 

countries, the natural decrease is partially offset by immigration. 

 

9. Europe has made significant progress toward international economic integration and, to a lesser 

extent, political coordination.  

 

 

 

Major Geographic Qualities of Middle America 
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1. Middle America is a fragmented realm that consists of all the mainland countries from Mexico to 

Panama and all the islands of the Caribbean Basin to the east. 

 

2. Middle America’s mainland constitutes a crucial barrier between Atlantic and Pacific waters. In 

physiographic terms, this is a land bridge that connects the continental landmasses of North and South 

America. 

 

3. Middle America is a realm of intense cultural and political fragmentation. The political geography defies 

unification efforts, but countries and regions are beginning to work together to solve mutual problems. 

 

4. Middle America’s cultural geography is complex. African influences dominate the Caribbean, where as 

Spanish and Amerindian traditions survive on the mainland.  

 

5. The realm contains the Americas’ least-developed territories. New economic opportunities may help 

alleviate Middle America’s endemic poverty. 

 

6. In terms of area, population, and economic potential, Mexico dominates the realm. 

 

7. Mexico is reforming its economy and had experienced major industrial growth. its hopes for continuing 

this development are tied to overcoming its remaining economic problems and to expanding trade with 

the United States and Canada under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).  

 

Major Geographic Qualities of North Africa/ Southwest Asia 

 

1. North Africa and Southwest Asia were the scene of several of the world’s great ancient civilizations, 

based in its river valleys and basins. 

 

2. From this realm’s culture hearths diffused ideas, innovations, and technologies that changed the 

world. 

 

3. The North Africa/Southwest Asia realm is the source of three world religions: Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam. 

 

4. Islam, the last of the major religions to arise in this realm, transformed, unified, and energized a vast 

domain extending from Europe to Southeast Asia and from Russia to East Africa. 

 

5. Drought and unreliable precipitation dominate natural environments in this realm. Population clusters 

exist where water supply is adequate to marginal. 

 

6. Certain countries of this realm have enormous reserves of oil and natural gas, creating great wealth for 

some but doing little to raise the living standards of the majority.  

 

7. The boundaries of the North Africa/Southwest Asia realm consist of volatile transition zones in 

several places in Africa and Asia. 

 

8. Conflict over water sources  and supplies is a constant threat in this realm, where population growth 

rates are high by world standards. 
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9. The Middle East, as a region, lies at the heart of this realm; and Israel lies at the center of the Middle 

East  conflict. 

 

10.  Religious, ethnic, and cultural discord frequently cause instability and strife in this realm.  

 

 

Major Geographic Qualities of Pacific Realm 

 

1. The Pacific Realm’s total area is the largest of all geographic realms. Its land, however, is the 

smallest, as is it’s population. 

 

2. The island of New Guinea, with 8.4 million people, alone contains over 80 percent of the Pacific 

Realm’s population. 

 

3. The Pacific Realm, with its wide expanses of water and numerous islands, has been strongly affected 

by United Nations Law of the Sea provisions regarding states’ rights over economic assets in their 

adjacent waters. 

 

4. The highly fragmented Pacific Realm consists of three regions: Melanesia (including New Guinea), 

Micronesia, and Polynesia. 

 

5. Melanesia forms the link between Papuan and Melanesian cultures in the Pacific. 

 

6. The Pacific Realm’s islands and cultures may be divided into volcanic high-island cultures and coral-

based low-island cultures. 

 

7. In Micronesia, U.S. influence has been particularly strong and continues to affect local societies. 

 

8. In Polynesia, local cultures nearly everywhere are severely strained by external influences. In Hawaii, 

as in New Zealand, indigenous culture has been largely submerged by Westernization. 

 

9. Indigenous Polynesian culture continues to exhibit a remarkable consistency and uniformity 

throughout the Polynesian region, its enormous dimensions and dispersal notwithstanding.  

 

 

 

Major Geographic Qualities of Russia 

 

1. Russia is the largest territorial state in the world. Its area is nearly twice as large as that of the next-

ranking country (Canada). 

 

2. Russia is the northernmost large and populous country in the world; much of it is cold/or dry. 

Extensive rugged mountain zones separate Russia from warmer subtropical air, and the country lies to 

artic air masses. 
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3. Russia was one of the world’s major colonial powers. Under the czars, the Russians forged the 

world’s largest contiguous empire; the Soviet rulers who succeeded the czars took over and expanded 

this empire. 

 

4. For so large an area, Russia’s population of under 142 million is comparatively small. The population 

remains heavily concentrated in the westernmost one-fifth of the country.  

 

5. Development in Russia is concentrated west of the Ural Mountains; here lies the major cities, leading 

industrial regions, densest transport networks, and most productive farming areas. National integration 

and economic development east of the Urals extend mainly along a narrow corridor that stretches 

from the southern Urals region to the southern Far East around Vladivostok. 

 

6. Russia is a multicultural state with a complex domestic political geography. Twenty-one internal 

republicans, originally based on ethnic clusters, function as politico-geographical entities.  

 

7. Its large territorial size notwithstanding, Russia suffers from land encirclement within Eurasia; it has 

few good and suitably located ports.  

 

8. Regions along part of the Russian and Soviet empires are realigning themselves in the postcommunist 

era.  Eastern Europe and the heavily Muslim Southwest Asia realm are encroaching on Russia’s 

imperial borders.  

 

9. The failure of the Soviet communist system left Russia in economic disarray. Many of the long-term 

components described in this chapter (food-producing areas, railroad links, pipeline connections) 

broke down in the transition to the postcommunist order. 

 

10.  Russia long has been a source of raw materials but not a manufacturer of export products, except 

weaponry. Few Russian (or Soviet) automobiles, televisions, cameras, or other consumer goods reach 

world markets.  

 

 

 

Major Geographic Qualities of South America 
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1. South America’s physiography is dominated by the Andes Mountains in the west and the Amazon Basin 

in the central north. Much of the remainder is plateau country. 

 

2. Half of the realm’s area and half of its population are concentrated in one country- Brazil. 

 

3. South America’s population remains concentrated along the continent’s periphery. Most of the interior is 

sparsely peopled, but sections of it are now undergoing significant development. 

 

4. Interconnections among the states of the realm are improving rapidly. Economic integration has become 

a major force, particularly in southern South America. 

 

5. Regional economic contrasts and disparities, both in the realm as a whole and within individual 

countries, are strong. 

 

6. Cultural pluralism exists in almost all of the realm’s countries and is often expressed regionally. 

 

7. Rapid urban growth continues to mark much of the South American realm, and the urbanization level 

overall is today on a par with the levels in the United States and Europe. 

 

 

Major Geographic Qualities of South Asia 

 

1. South Asia is clearly defined physiographically and is bounded by mountains, deserts, and ocean; the 

Indian peninsula is Eurasia’s largest. 

 

2. South Asia is the world’s second most poverty filled realm (ranking just above Subsaharan Africa), 

with low average incomes, low levels of education, poorly balanced diets, and poor overall health.  

 

3. With only 3 percent of the world’s land area but 23 percent of it population, more than half of it 

engaged in subsistence farming, South Asia’s economic prospects are bleak.  

 

4. Population growth rates in South Asian countries exceed the global average; India’s population 

surpassed the 1 billion mark in 1999. 

 

5. The North Indian Plain, the lower basin of the Ganges River, contains the heart of the world’s second 

largest population cluster. 

 

6. Despite encircling mountain barriers, invaders from ancient Greeks to later Muslims penetrated south 

asia and complicated its cultural mosaic. 

 

7. British colonialism unified South Asia under a single flag, but the empire fragmented into several  

countries along cultural lines after Britain’s withdrawal in 1947. 

 

8. Pakistan, South Asia’s western region, lies on the flanks of two realms: largely Muslim North 

Africa/Southwest Asia and dominantly Hindu South Asia. 

 

9. India is the world’s largest federation and most populous democracy, but its political achievements 

have not been matched by enlightened economic policies. 
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10.  Religion remains a powerful force in South Asia. Hinduism in India, Islam in Pakistan, and 

Buddhism in Sri Lanka all show tendencies toward fundamentalism and nationalism. 

 

11.  Active and potential boundary problems involve internal areas (notably between India and Pakistan in 

Kashmir) as well as external locales (between India and China in the northern mountains)  

 

 

Major Geographic Qualities of Southeast Asia 

 

1. Southeast Asia extends from the peninsular mainland to the archipelagos offshore. Because Indonesia 

controls parts of New Guinea, its functional region reaches into the neighboring Pacific geographic 

realm. 

 

2. Southeast Asia, like Eastern Europe, has been a shatter belt between powerful adversaries and has a 

fractured cultural and political geography shaped by foreign intervention. 

 

3. Southeast Asia’s physiography is dominated by high relief, crustal instability marked b y volcanic 

activity and earthquakes, and tropical climates. 

 

4. A majority of Southeast Asia’s more than half-billion people live on the islands of just two countries: 

Indonesia, with the world’s fourth-largest population, and the Philippines. The rate of population 

increase in the Insular region of Southeast Asia exceeds that of the mainland region. 

 

5. Although the overwhelming majority of Southeast Asians have the same ancestry, cultural divisions 

and local traditions abound, which the realm’s divisive physiography sustains. 

 

6.  The legacies of powerful foreign influences, Asian as well as non- Asian, continue to affect the 

cultural landscapes of Southeast Asia. 

 

7. Southeast Asia’s political geography exhibits a variety of boundary types and several categories of 

state territorial morphology. 

 

8. The Mekong River, Southeast Asia’s Danube, has its source in China and borders or crosses five 

Southeast Asian countries, sustaining tens of millions of farmers, fishing people, and boat owners. 

 

9. The realm’s giant in terms of territory as well as population, Indonesia, has not asserted itself as the 

dominant state because of mismanagement and corruption; but Indonesia have enormous potential.  
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Chapter 1: Geography: Its Nature and Perspective 
 

Key Issue 1. How Do Geographers Describe Where Things Are? 

 

Cartography is the science of making maps. Maps are used for reference (where things are located) and for 

communication of the distribution of some feature or features.  

 

Maps. Maps have been created for thousands of years, since at least the 6th century BC. Through the years maps 

have reflected new discoveries about places and the shape of the Earth.  

 

Scale is the relationship between map units and the actual distance on the Earth. Ratio or fraction scale gives 

the relationship as a ratio, e.g. 1:100,000 is that 1 unit on the map equals 100,000 units on the ground. In a 

written scale units are expressed in a convenient way, e.g. “1 centimeter equals 1 kilometer.” A graphic scale 

is given by a scale bar showing the distance represented on the Earth's surface.  

 

Maps are a planar (flat) representation of the Earth's curved surface. Thus, some distortion must result, 

especially at small scales (continental or whole-Earth maps). Cartographers must choose a projection that 

results in some set of distortions between shape, distance, relative size, and direction. 

 

U.S. Land Ordinance of 1785: The township and range coordinate system is another mathematical means of 

describing location and is important to the current and historic geography of the United States. 

 

Contemporary Geographic Tools. Global Positioning Systems (GPS) use satellites to reference locations on 

the ground. Remote Sensing is any technique for determining characteristics about the Earth’s surface from long 

distances—especially from airplanes and satellites. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are complex 

computer systems which store and can be used to analyze and present geographically referenced data. 

 

Box: Contemporary Geographic Tools. An overview of electronic navigation tools and their growing 

ubiquity. 

 

Key Issue 2: Why is Each Point on Earth Unique? 

Place: Unique Location of a Feature. Place names or toponyms are the most common way of describing a 

location. Place names sometimes reflect the cultural history of a place, and a change in place name is often 

culturally motivated. Examining changes in place name geography is a useful insight into the changing cultural 

context of a place. 

 

Site makes reference to the physical characteristics of a place. Situation describes a place in terms of its 

location relative to other places. Understanding situation can help locate an unfamiliar place in terms of known 

places, or it can help explain the significance of a place. Mathematical location describes a place’s location 

using a coordinate system such as latitude and longitude. Latitude is based upon the Earth’s axis of rotation, 

with the Equator describing a line of latitude halfway between the poles. Longitude is culturally defined as 

starting at Greenwich, England and measures degrees of arc east and west of that line of longitude, or meridian. 

 

The cultural landscape is a recurrent theme throughout this text. It represents the total sum of cultural, 

economic, and environmental forces combining to make distinctive landscapes across Earth. 

 

A region is an area differentiated from surrounding areas by at least one characteristic. Formal regions are 

regions with a predominant or universal characteristic; formal regions commonly have well-defined boundaries. 
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Functional regions are defined by an area of use or of influence of some feature. Often used in economic 

geography, functional regions have “fuzzy” boundaries as the influence of the central feature decreases over 

distance. Vernacular regions are the most ambiguously defined as they rely on a mental conception of a place 

as belonging to a common region for complex cultural reasons.  

 

Spatial Association. Different levels of regional analysis can demonstrate dramatically different characteristics; 

geographers attempt to explain regional differences by looking for factors with similar distributions.  

 

Culture is divided into “What people care about,” or beliefs, values, and customs, and “What people take care 

of,” or material culture.  

 

The first definition is covered in Chapters 5, 6, and 7, on language, religion, and ethnicity. The second is 

covered in Chapters 4, 10, 11, 12, and 13, especially as it relates to variation in material culture by level of 

development. 

This chapter’s section on culture introduces the concept of more and less developed countries (MDCs and 

LDCs) as a fundamental partition of world regions. 

 

There are two schools of examining human-environment relationships, or cultural ecology. Environmental 

determinism, largely dismissed by modern geographers, states that physical factors cause cultures to develop 

and behave as they do. Possibilism recognizes the constraints of the physical environment while also crediting 

human cultures with the ability to adapt to the environment in many ways—including by changing it.  

Physical processes: Climate, Vegetation, Soil, and Landforms. This section gives a brief outline of physical 

geography and relates it to the questions that human geographers ask about the surface of the Earth and its 

cultural ecology. 

The final section of Key Issue 2 contrasts the case of Netherlands with southern Florida for two different 

cultural ecologies of environmental modification.  

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Hurricane Katrina. The Hurricane Katrina disaster still serves as an 

outstanding example of the value of a geographic perspective to consider the interaction of human and physical 

geography. 

 

Key Issue 3: Why are Different Places Similar? 

Scale: From Global to Local. Globalization of economic activities has come as a result of increasing 

connections between places and the rapid movement of goods and information around the world. Transnational 

corporations are often seen as emblematic of this globalization and many of its positive and negative effects. 

Economic globalization is matched with an increasing global influence and spread of some cultures, resulting in 

more uniform cultural landscapes across the world. Groups with distinctive local cultures may feel threatened 

by the globalization of culture, causing conflict or a sense of loss. 

 

Space: Distribution of Features. Geographers measure the arrangement of features in space as part of their 

study of the Earth. Density, concentration and pattern are all measures of distribution. 

 

Density measures the number of features per area of land. Other measures, such as physiological or agricultural 

density, are based on a subgroup of people or a subtype of land. Concentration refers to the spatial clustering 

or dispersion of features. Pattern describes whether features are arranged along geometric or other predictable 

arrangements. 

Humans often arrange their activities in space along ethnic or gender divisions. Most concepts of difference 

among humans are culturally constructed and changes in cultural conceptions of difference are sometimes 



 

35 
 

reflected in changing geographic arrangements, as when women make up an increasing percentage of the 

workforce. 

 

Spatial Interaction. Some places are well-connected by communications or transportation networks, others are 

not as much. The shape of a network and barriers to interaction determine the level of spatial interaction. 

 

Diffusion refers to the spread of anything from a cultural trait, people, things, or ideas from some point of 

origin (a hearth). Relocation diffusion is caused by the movement of people. Expansion diffusion refers to the 

growth of an idea to new areas through a hierarchy (hierarchical diffusion), popular notions or even contact 

(contagious diffusion), or the spread of an underlying idea divorced from its original context (stimulus 

diffusion).  

Economic activities and dominant cultures diffuse unevenly around the world as part of the process of 

globalization, resulting in economic inequality (uneven development). 

 

Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives—Basic Vocabulary and Concepts  
Basic Concepts  

• Changing attributes of place (built landscape, 

sequent occupance)  

• Cultural attributes (cultural landscape)  

• Density (arithmetic, physiological)  

• Diffusion (hearth, relocation, expansion, 

hierarchical, contagious, stimulus)  

• Direction (absolute, relative)  

• Dispersion/concentration (dispersed/scattered, 

clustered/agglomerated)  

• Distance (absolute, relative)  

• Distribution 

• Environmental determinism  

• Location (absolute, relative, site, situation, place 

name)  

• Pattern (linear, centralized, random)  

• Physical attributes (natural landscape)  

• Possibilism 

• Region (formal/uniform, functional/nodal, 

perceptual/vernacular)  

• Scale (implied degree of generalization)  

• Size  

• Spatial (of or pertaining to space on or near Earth’s 

surface)  

• Spatial interaction (accessibility, connectivity, 

network, distance decay, friction of distance, time-

space compression) 

Geographic Tools  

• Distortion  

• Geographic Information System (GIS)  

• Global Positioning System (GPS)  

• Grid (North and South Poles, latitude, 

parallel, equator, longitude, meridian, prime 

meridian, international date line)  

• Map (Maps are the tool most uniquely 

identified with geography; the ability to use 

and interpret maps is an essential geographic 

skill.) 

• Map scale (distance on a map relative to 

distance on Earth)  

• Map types (thematic, statistical, cartogram, 

dot, choropleth, isoline)  

• Mental map  

• Model (a simplified abstraction of reality, 

structured to clarify causal relationships): 

Geographers use models (e.g., Demographic 

Transition, Epidemiological Transition, 

Gravity, Von ThŸnen, Weber, Stages of 

Growth [Rostow], Concentric Circle 

[Burgess], Sector [Hoyt], Multiple Nuclei, 

Central Place [Christaller], and so on) to 

explain patterns, make informed decisions, 

and predict future behaviors.  

• Projection  

• Remote sensing  

• Time zones  

 

 

Chapter 1 Vocabulary Terms 
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Agricultural Density – The ratio of the number of farmers to the total amount of land suitable for agriculture 

 

Arithmetic Density – The total number of people divided by the total land area 

 

Base Line – An east-west line designated under the Land Ordinance of 1785 to facilitate the surveying and 

numbering of townships in the United States 

 

Cartography – The science of making maps 

 

Concentration – The spread of something over a given area 

 

Connections – Relationships among people and objects across the barrier of space 

 

Contagious Diffusion – The rapid, widespread diffusion of a feature or trend throughout a population 

 

Cultural Ecology – Geographic approach that emphasizes human-environment relationships 

 

Cultural Landscape – Fashioning of a natural landscape by a cultural group 

 

Culture – The body of customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits that together constitute a group of 

people’s distinct tradition 

 

Density – The frequency with which something exists within a given unit of area 

 

Diffusion – The process of spread of a feature or trend from one place to another over time 

 

Distance Decay – The diminishing in importance and eventual disappearance of a phenomenon with increasing 

distance from its origin 

 

Distribution – The arrangement of something across Earth’s surface 

 

Environmental Determinism – A nineteenth- and early twentieth-century approach to the study of geography 

that argued that the general laws sought by human geographers could be found in the physical sciences.  

Geography was therefore the study of how the physical environment caused human activities. 

 

Expansion Diffusion – The spread of a feature or trend among people from one area to another in a 

snowballing process 

 

Formal Region – (or uniform or homogeneous region) An area in which everyone shares in one or more 

distinctive characteristics. 

 

Functional Region – (or nodal region) An area organized around a node or focal point 

 

Geographic Information System (GIS) – A computer system that stores, organizes, analyzes, and display 

geographic data 

 

Global Positioning System (GPS) – A system that determines the precise position of something on Earth 

through a series of satellites, tracking stations, and receivers. 
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Globalization – Actions or processes that involve the entire world and result in making something worldwide 

in scope 

 

Greenwich Mean Time – The time in that time zone encompassing the Prime Meridian, or 0 degrees longitude 

 

Hearth – The region from which innovative ideas originate 

 

Hierarchical Diffusion – The spread of a feature or trend from one key person or node of authority or power to 

other persons or places 

 

International Date Line – An arc that for the most part follows 180° longitude, although it deviates in several 

places to avoid dividing land areas.  When you cross the International Date Line heading east (toward America), 

the clock moves back 24 hours, or one entire day.  When you go west (toward Asia), the calendar moves ahead 

one day. 

 

Land Ordinance of 1785 – A law that divided much of the United States into a system of townships to 

facilitate the sale of land to settlers 

 

Latitude – The numbering system used to indicate the location of parallels drawn on a globe and measuring 

distance north and south of the equator 

 

Location – The position of anything on Earth’s surface 

 

Longitude – The numbering system used to indicate the location of meridians drawn on a globe and measuring 

distance east and west of the prime meridian (0°). 

 

Map – A two-dimensional, or flat, representation of Earth’s surface or a portion of it 

 

Mental Map – An internal representation of a portion of Earth’s surface based on what an individual knows 

about a place, containing personal impressions of what is in a place and where places are located. 

 

Meridian – An arc drawn on a map between the North and South poles. 

 

Parallel – A circle drawn around the globe parallel to the equator and at right angles to the meridians. 

 

Pattern – The geometric or regular arrangement of something in a study area. 

 

Physiological Density – The number of people per unit of area of arable land, which is land suitable for 

agriculture 

 

Place – A specific point on Earth distinguished by a particular character. 

 

Polder – Land created by the Dutch by draining water from an area. 

 

Possibilism – The theory that the physical environment may set limits on human actions, but people have the 

ability to adjust to the physical environment and choose a course of action from many alternatives. 

 

Prime Meridian – The meridian, designated at 0° longitude, which passes through the Royal Observatory at 

Greenwich, England. 
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Principal Meridian – A north-south line designated in the Land Ordinance of 1785 to facilitate the surveying 

and numbering of townships in the United States. 

 

Projection – The system used to transfer locations from Earth’s surface to a flat map. 

 

Region – An area distinguished by a unique combination of trends or features. 

 

Regional Studies – An approach to geography that emphasizes the relationships among social and physical 

phenomena in a particular area study (cultural landscape) 

 

Relocation Diffusion – The spread of a feature or trend through bodily movement of people from one place to 

another. 

 

Remote Sensing – The acquisition of data about Earth’s surface from a satellite orbiting the planet or other 

long-distance methods. 

 

Resource – A substance in the environment that is useful to people, is economically and technologically 

feasible to access, and is socially acceptable to use. 

 

Scale – Generally, the relationship between the portion of Earth being studied and Earth as a whole, specifically 

the relationship between the size of an object on a map and the size of the actual feature on Earth’s surface. 

 

Section – A square normally 1 mile on a side. The Land Ordinance of 1785 divided townships in the United 

States into 36 sections. 

 

Site – The physical character of a place 

 

Situation – The location of a place relative to other places. 

 

Space – The physical gap or interval between two objects. 

 

Space-Time Compression – The reduction in the time it takes to diffuse something to a distant place, as a 

result of improved communications and transportation systems 

 

Stimulus Diffusion – The spread of an underlying principle, even though a specific characteristic is rejected. 

 

Toponym – The name given to a portion of Earth’s surface. 

 

Township – A square normally 6 miles on a side. The Land Ordinance of 1785 divided much of the United 

States into a series of townships. 

 

Transnational Corporation – A company that conducts research, operates factories, and sells products in 

many countries, not just where its headquarters or shareholders are located. 

 

Uneven Development – The increasing gap in economic conditions between core and peripheral regions as a 

result of the globalization of the economy. 

 

Vernacular Region – An area that people believe exists as part of their cultural identity (perceptual region)  
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Chapter 2: Population (Unit II: Population) 
 
Key Issue 1: Where is the world’s population distributed? 

Population Concentrations. Population is clustered into four regions, all on the Eurasian landmass: East Asia, South 

Asia, Southeast Asia, and Europe. 

East Asia holds 1/5th of the world’s population, mostly in China but also Japan, North and South Korea, and Taiwan. 

Population is clustered near the large rivers and the ocean. China’s population is only about ½ urban. South Asia’s 

population is mostly in India but also Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. Population is concentrated along the Indus and 

Ganges rivers, and also along the coasts. Three fourths of South Asia’s population is rural. Southeast Asia’s population is 

concentrated on the larger islands of Indonesia, the Philippines, Sumatra, Borneo, and Papua New Guinea. Other large 

populations are along the rivers of the Southeast Asian mainland. Again the population is largely rural. Europe holds 

about 1/9th of the world’s population. People live mostly in cities (around 75% urban). 

Smaller population clusters are found in the northeastern U.S. into southeastern Canada and the bight of Africa from 

Nigeria westward. 

Sparsely Populated Regions. The ecumene describes the areas of human habitation. Examining changes to the ecumene 

reveals some types of areas where humans do not live in large numbers: extremely dry, wet, cold, and high lands. The last 

category has notable exceptions in Latin America, where large cities in Mexico and along the Andes are much higher than 

other population centers of the world; Africa also has some populations living at higher altitudes. 

Population Density. Arithmetic density is a measure of the number of people per area of land, usually square kilometers 

or square miles. The number of people per area of land is the physiological density, which can be considered a rough 

measure of a country’s food security. The number of farmers per area of arable land, the agricultural density, is a 

measure of development as machines are used in more developed countries. 

Key Issue 2: Where has the world’s population increased? 

Natural Increase. Population growth is measured through the natural increase rate (NIR, also commonly referred to as 

the rate of natural increase). The NIR is calculated by subtracting the crude death rate from the crude birth rate. The NIR 

is given as a percent change per year, while birth and death rates are usually given per 1,000 total population. World NIR 

has decreased from a 1963 peak of 2.2 to around 1.2 percent, lessening concerns about rapid population growth. Still, the 

average masks large regional differences: most growth is occurring in less developed countries while more developed 

countries have low or even slightly negative growth. These regional differences map out for a variety of demographic 

measures. 

Fertility. The total fertility rate (TFR) is a measure of the average number of children a woman will have in her lifetime; 

it ranges from less than 2 to over 6. 

Mortality. Other measures of mortality include the infant mortality rate (IMR, deaths before age 1 per 1,000 live births, 

ranging from under 10 to over 100) and life expectancy at birth, the average number of years a person born today can 

expect to live. Life expectancy ranges from around 40 years to around 80 years. 

Note that the crude death rate does not follow the global distribution of other indicators. This is because crude death rates 

are relatively high in places with a large proportion of elderly people. Thus, the crude death rate is not an indicator of 

development. 
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Key Issue 3: Why is population increasing at different rates in different countries? 

The Demographic Transition. The demographic transition is a model of population change where high birth rates and 

death rates transition to low birth rates and death rates. It is divided into four stages: 

In stage 1, birth rates and death rates are both high, resulting in a low rate of growth. There are no countries presently in 

stage 1. 

The move to stage 2 is caused by a decline in death rates. Birth rates remain high, leading to rapid population growth. The 

more developed countries entered stage 2 as a part of the Industrial Revolution, while many less developed countries 

entered stage 2 much later as a result of the diffusion of medical technologies and knowledge into the less developed 

world (the medical revolution). 

Stage 3 is marked by a drop in fertility, which brings down the birth rate and decreases the natural increase rate. The death 

rate continues to fall but not as rapidly as the birth rate. 

Stage 4 is marked by a low crude birth rate and crude death rate and nearly zero natural increase. Stage 4 resembles stage 

1 in terms of growth but otherwise is very different: instead of high birth and death rates, both are low. Life expectancies 

are much longer in stage 4, and society is much different. Finally, once the demographic transition has reached stage 4, 

the population has swelled during stages 2 and 3. 

Population Pyramids. Population pyramids give a “snapshot” of the age and sex composition of a population. We can 

tell at one look whether a population is growing rapidly (wide base), has a long or short life expectancy (tall or short 

pyramid), or is aging and stable (straight sides). Two measures are illustrated in the population pyramid: the dependency 

ratio and the sex ratio. The dependency ratio is the ratio of those too young or too old to work to those of working age. 

The sex ratio is the number of men per 100 women. 

 

Countries in Different Stages of Demographic Transition. This section gives representative examples of countries in 

each stage of the demographic transition: Cape Verde (stage 2), Chile (stage 3), and Denmark (stage 4). 

 

Demographic Transition and World Population Growth. Those concerned with the progress of the demographic 

transition in rapidly growing countries today are faced with a special challenge. It took European and North American 

populations 100 years or more to make the transition out of stage 2, which is caused by a cultural change to preferring 

smaller families. Not only are developing countries being asked to make the transition faster, the cause of their movement 

into stage 2 is fundamentally different from historic causes. In many cases it is unknown whether the move to stages 3 and 

4 will happen soon or not. 

 

Contemporary Geographic Tools: Spatial Analysis and the Census. This box briefly covers the decennial U.S. census 

and measurement issues associated with population counts in general. 

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Japan’s Population Decline. Japan has the somewhat unique combination of a negative 

natural increase rate coupled with a strict immigration policy. This means that Japan’s population is aging with potential 

problems in the future because so few children are being born. 

 

Key Issue 4: Why might the world face an overpopulation problem? 

 

Malthus on Overpopulation. Thomas Malthus predicted that population increases would soon outpace the potential 

increases in food supply, leading to dramatic crises as a result of this strain on resources. 

Malthus was wrong for his time period but his thesis remains attractive to many today who point out that today’s 

projected numbers may create a resource crisis for food supply or some other resources (like fresh water or energy). 

Critics of Malthus argue that population growth is not so large that human ingenuity or cooperation cannot overcome any 

resource hurdles which arise. 
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Declining birth rates. Birth rates have continued to decline across the world but especially in developing countries. Most 

of this decline has been to declining birth rates, attributable to economic development and increased use of contraceptives. 

Debate continues on the most effective means to lower birth rates. 

 

World Health Threats. Unfortunately, increasing death rates have contributed to lower growth rates in some areas of the 

world, most notably portions of sub-Saharan Africa affected by the AIDS epidemic. 

 

The epidemiologic transition roughly follows the demographic transition but instead of changes in birth rates it tracks 

changes in the leading causes of death. 

 

In the epidemiologic transition stages 1 and 2, death from contagious disease is at first common and then gradually less 

so. By stage 3, contagious diseases are less common and chronic diseases like cardiovascular disease and cancer. In stage 

4 lives are extended—for example, heart attacks and cancer become survivable through medical treatment. Some 

epidemiologists predict a stage 5, where death rates increase again as contagious diseases return. AIDS has been the most 

deadly recent epidemic, having killed over 25 million. 

 

 

 

 

 

Population—Basic Vocabulary and Concepts  
 

Population  

Age distribution  

Carrying capacity  

Cohort  

Demographic equation  

Demographic momentum  

Demographic regions  

Demographic Transition model  

Dependency ratio  

Diffusion of fertility control  

Disease diffusion  

Doubling time  

Ecumene  

Epidemiological Transition model  

Gendered space  

Infant mortality rate  

J-curve  

Maladaptation  

Malthus, Thomas   

Mortality  

Natality  

Neo-Malthusian  

Overpopulation   

Population densities  

Population distributions  

Population explosion  

Population projection  

Population pyramid  

Rate of natural increase  

S-curve  

Sex ratio  

Standard of living  

Sustainability  

Underpopulation  

Zero population growth  

 

 

Chapter 2 Vocabulary Terms 

Agricultural density - The ratio of the number of farmers to the total amount of land suitable for agriculture. 
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Agricultural revolution - The time when human beings first domesticated plants and animals and no longer 

relied entirely on hunting and gathering. 

 

Arithmetic density - The total number of people divided by the total land area. 

 

Census - A complete enumeration of a population.  

 

Crude birth rate (CBR) - The total number of live births in a year for every 1,000 people alive in the society. 

 

Crude death rate (CDR) - The total number of deaths in a year for every 1,000 people alive in the society. 

 

Demographic transition - The process of change in a society's population from a condition of high crude birth 

and death rates and low rate of natural increase to a condition of low crude birth and death rates, low rate of 

natural increase, and a higher total population. 

 

Demography - The scientific study of population characteristics. 

 

Dependency ratio - The number of people under the age of 15 and over age 64, compared to the number of 

people active in the labor force. 

 

Doubling time - The number of years needed to double a population, assuming a constant rate of natural 

increase. 

 

Ecumene - The portion of Earth's surface occupied by permanent human settlement. 

 

Epidemiological transition - Distinctive causes of death in each stage of the demographic transition. 

 

Epidemiology – Branch of medical science concerned with the incidence, distribution and control of diseases 

that are prevalent among a population at a special time and are produced by some special causes not generally 

present in the affected locality. 

 

Industrial Revolution - A series of improvements in industrial technology that transformed the process of 

manufacturing goods. 

 

Infant mortality rate (IMR) - The total number of deaths in a year among infants under one year old for every 

1,000 live births in a society. 

 

Life expectancy - The average number of years an individual can be expected to live, given current social, 

economic, and medical conditions. Life expectancy at birth is the average number of years a newborn infant can 

expect to live. 

 

Medical revolution - Medical technology invented in Europe and North America that is diffused to the poorer 

countries of Latin America, Asia, and Africa. Improved medical practices have eliminated many of the 

traditional causes of death in poorer countries and enabled more people to live longer and healthier lives. 

 

Natural increase rate (NIR) - The percentage growth of a population in a year, computed as the crude birth 

rate minus the crude death rate. 
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Overpopulation - The number of people in an area exceeds the capacity of the environment to support life at a 

decent standard of living. 

 

Pandemic - Disease that occurs over a wide geographic area and affects a very high proportion of the 

population. 

 

Physiological density - The number of people per unit of area of arable land, which is land suitable for 

agriculture. 

 

Population pyramid - A bar graph representing the distribution of population by age and sex. 

 

Sex ratio - The number of males per 100 females in the population. 

 

Total fertility rate (TFR) - The average number of children a woman will have throughout her childbearing 

years. 

 

Zero population growth (ZPG) - A decline of the total fertility rate to the point where the natural increase rate 

equals zero. 
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Chapter 3: Migration  (Unit II: Population) 

Key Issue 1: Why Do People Migrate? 

This issue is organized E.G. Ravenstein’s 11 “laws” of migration from the late nineteenth century and discusses 

their relevance to observed migration patterns to the U.S. today. 

Reasons for Migrating. Ravenstein observed that most people migrate for economic reasons, and may also be 

influenced by cultural or environmental factors. Economic, cultural, and environmental push factors and pull 

factors combine to motivate a migrant to leave their present home and influence their choice of destination.  

Distance of Migration. While international migration gathers a lot of attention, most migration is internal, 

within a country. Internal migration may be intraregional or interregional. International migrants may be 

voluntary or forced. International migrants leave countries in stage 2 of the demographic transition for stage 3 

and 4 countries; internal migration is more important for countries in stages 3 and 4. 

Characteristics of Migrants.  Ravenstein observed that adult men were the most likely to migrate. This has 

been the case until the 1990s, after which women were more likely to migrate then men and increasing numbers 

of children migrating. 

Key Issue 2. Where Are Migrants Distributed? 

Global Migration Patterns. Asia, Latin America, and Africa have net out-migration while Europe and North 

America experience net in-migration. While other countries have higher percentages of foreign-born residents, 

the United States has the largest number, with 40 million foreign-born residents. 

U.S. Immigration Patterns.  Three distinct eras of migration are observed for the United States. First, from the 

late 1700s to 1840, most migrants were from Great Britain and forced migrants enslaved from Africa. From 

1840 until  the outbreak of World War I and then until the Great Depression, the source regions for new 

migrants coincided with the Industrial Revolution diffusing from its hearth in Great Britain. After World War II 

most new migrants to the U.S. came from Asian and Latin America. 

Impact of Immigration on the United States. The European emigration had impacts around the world but 

especially on American culture. More recent migrants include unauthorized or undocumented immigrants, 

who migrate without permission. New migrants migrate disproportionately to the states with the most job 

prospects, large cities, and to places where previous migrants have located (in a process called chain 

migration). Proximity plays a role for some migrants, too. 

Contemporary Geographic Tools: Claiming Ellis Island. This feature describes the use of cartography to 

settle a dispute between New York and New Jersey over the ownership of Ellis Island. 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Unauthorized Immigration Viewed from the Mexican Side. The 

government of Mexico recognizes that Mexicans in the United States—whether documented or not—are a large 

source of income for the country in the form of remittances to relatives in Mexico. Yet, they experience 

difficulties with economic migrants from Guatemala coming to Mexico. 
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Key Issue 3. Why Do Migrants Face Obstacles? 

Intervening obstacles making it difficult to migrate were once primarily physical, but are now largely cultural.  

Immigration Policies of Host Countries. The United States has long used a quota system to limit the source 

regions and numbers of new migrants. Quota laws were historically preferential to Europeans. Today’s quotas 

give preference to skilled workers in wanted professions and family members of U.S. citizens. 

Wealthy European nations have guest worker policies, where economic migrants are allowed temporary work.  

A thorny question in immigration policy is how to distinguish between economic migrants and refugees. The 

United States accepts all refugees but does not accept all economic migrants so many economic migrants may 

claim to be refugees. Examples include migrants from Cuba, Haiti, and Vietnam. 

Cultural Challenges While Living in Other Countries. Recent immigrants have long faced hostility from 

non-foreign-born citizens of the United States. European guest workers also encounter resistance from citizens. 

Key Issue 4. Why Do People Migrate Within a Country? 

Migration Between Regions of a Country. The history of interregional migration in the U.S. was largely an 

east-to-west phenomenon with the exception of an early start in California. More recently the center of U.S. 

population had been moving southward, but interregional migration in the twenty-first century is relatively 

small. Other examples of large interregional migrations include Russia, Brazil, Indonesia, Europe, and India.  

Intraregional migration is more common than interregional migration. The more developed countries underwent 

urbanization (moving from rural to urban areas) with the industrial era. This trend is now occurring in LDCs. In 

MDCs today, most intraregional migration is from the central city to the suburbs (suburbanization) and the late 

twentieth century saw a trend to move from urban to rural areas (counterurbanization). 

Migration—Basic Vocabulary and Concepts  
 

Migration  

Activity space  

Chain migration  

Cyclic movement  

Distance decay  

Forced  

Gravity model  

Internal migration  

Intervening opportunity  

Migration patterns  

• Intercontinental   

• Interregional  

• Rural-urban  

Migratory movement  

Periodic movement  

Personal space  

Place utility  

Push-pull factors  

Refugee  

Space-time prism  

Step migration  

Transhumance  

Transmigration  

Voluntary  

 
 

Chapter 3 Vocabulary Terms 
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Brain drain - Large-scale emigration by talented people.  

 

Branch - (of a religion) A large and fundamental division within a religion. 

 

Chain migration - Migration of people to a specific location because relatives or members of the same 

nationality previously migrated there. 

 

Circulation - Short-term, repetitive, or cyclical movements that recur on a regular basis. 

 

Counterurbanization - Net migration from urban to rural areas in more developed countries. 

 

Emigration - Migration from a location. 

 

Floodplain - The area subject to flooding during a given number of years according to historical trends. 

 

Forced migration - Permanent movement compelled usually by cultural factors. 

 

Guest workers - Workers who migrate to the more developed countries of Northern and Western Europe, 

usually from Southern and Eastern Europe or from North Africa, in search of higher-paying jobs. 

 

Immigration - Migration to a new location. 

 

Internal migration - Permanent movement within a particular country. 

 

International migration - Permanent movement from one country to another. 

 

Interregional migration - Permanent movement from one region of a country to another. 

 

Intervening obstacle - An environmental or cultural feature of the landscape that hinders migration. 

 

Intraregional migration - Permanent movement within one region of a country. 

 

Migration - Form of relocation diffusion involving permanent move to a new location. 

 

Migration transition - Change in the migration pattern in a society that results from industrialization, 

population growth, and other social and economic changes that also produce the demographic transition. 

 

Mobility - All types of movement from one location to another. 

 

Net migration - The difference between the level of immigration and the level of emigration. 

 

Pull factors - Factors that induce people to move to a new location. 

 

Push factors - Factors that induce people to leave old residences. 

 

Quota - In reference to migration, a law that places maximum limits on the number of people who can 

immigrate to a country each year 
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Refugees - People who are forced to migrate from their home country and cannot return for fear of persecution 

because of their race, religion, nationality, membership in a social group, or political opinion. 

 

Undocumented immigrants - People who enter a country without proper documents. 

 

Voluntary migration - Permanent movement undertaken by choice. 
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Chapter 4: Folk and Popular Culture  

Key Issue 1. Where do folk and popular cultures originate and diffuse? 

 

Origin of folk and popular cultures. Customs originate from hearths. Folk customs are often anonymous 

while popular customs originate in more developed countries as part of the market for recreation (leisure) and 

the disposable income to purchase these material goods. 

Folk music serves the purpose of storytelling or disseminating information and originates from anonymous 

hearths. Popular music is deliberately written to be sold. While some forms of popular music contain references 

to local places or events, the purpose of the music is still to appeal to a variety of people across Earth. 

 

Diffusion of folk and popular cultures. Popular culture diffuses (usually hierarchically) through rapid 

electronic communications and transportation networks. Folk culture diffuses through relocation diffusion. An 

example of this is the diffusion of distinctive folk customs of the Amish, whose clothing and transportation (and 

other) preferences have diffused with the growth of their population. 

Soccer is an example of a popular custom which started as a folk culture but was popularized and then 

globalized. Many other sports are similar to soccer as elements of popular culture; though the distribution of 

each sport is different, they all share the element of commercial appeal, with fans willing to pay for events. 

 

Key Issue 2. Why is folk culture clustered? 

Influence of the physical environment. Folk cultures often (though not always) incorporate elements of the 

local environment. Food preferences are one example: the local climate presents a major influence on what can 

and cannot be grown. The development of food taboos are thought to be partly environmental and partly 

cultural. Folk housing styles are another example of the influence of the physical environment, with housing 

design reflecting both cultural norms and environmental influences from the type of building material used to 

the shape of the house to more efficiently heat, cool, or shed water. 

 

Isolation promotes cultural diversity. Groups with relatively little contact with others develop unique folk 

cultures. Examples include diversity in Himalayan religious art and housing customs, independent of 

environmental influences. The distribution and diffusion of U.S. folk housing styles from the East Coast toward 

the Mississippi provides a specific example of this concept. 

 

Key Issue 3. Why is popular culture widely distributed? 

 

Diffusion of popular housing, clothing, and food. Popular culture changes from time period to time period but 

tends to be uniform across space at any given time. 

Popular foods and beverages display regional variation in popularity depending on what can be locally 

produced and other cultural influences. Wine serves as a global example, as it is globally popular but not as 

common in areas which cannot support grapes or where a large part of the population does not consume 

alcohol. 

Because of high incomes, the social desirability of dressing for a particular job or social class, and rapid 

communications, popular clothing styles can change several times per year across the more developed world. 
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New housing styles are increasingly based on popular notions of what a house should look like, which changes 

over the decades. A variety of housing styles have come and gone in the United States since the end of World 

War II.  

 

Contemporary Geographic Tools presents fieldwork on housing types in the eastern U.S. 

 

Electronic diffusion of popular culture. Popular culture is diffused faster than ever and further than ever with 

the invention and diffusion of forms of electronic communication like television and the Internet. Both of these 

media allow for images and messages about popular culture to spread nearly instantaneously across the globe. 

 

Key Issue 4. Why does globalization of popular culture cause problems? 

 

Threat to folk culture. The globalization of popular culture represents to many people in folk cultural societies 

a loss of traditional values, from the standard of dress to the role of women in society. 

Since media outlets are largely Western (especially television programming), their content may present values 

or beliefs in conflict with those of a particular place receiving those broadcasts. Governments may perceive this 

Western control as a threat to their national systems and attempt to restrict the programming available to the 

populace. In some places around the globe residents have sought out Western programming otherwise not 

available through the use of satellite dishes. 

 

Environmental impacts of popular culture. Although folk culture is not automatically mild in environmental 

impact, popular culture tends to ignore local environments because of its spatial extent, including the 

modification of the natural environment. One example is golf, which requires large expanses of open, carefully 

managed grass. Another impact of popular culture is the creation of uniform landscapes, which many consider 

unattractive compared to locally diverse landscapes. Popular customs may also involve the overuse and 

depletion of scarce natural resources, such as the impact of increased demand for meat leading to a decrease in 

the total amount of grain available. Pollution may also result from popular cultural practices. Folk cultural 

practices are not immune from this criticism as some folk cultural practices have resulted in environmental 

harms. 
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Chapter 5: Language 

Key Issue 1. Where are English-language speakers distributed?  

 

Origin and diffusion of English. English is not the most commonly spoken language but is the most widely 

spoken. Its present distribution is largely the result of the British colonial empire. English originated in England 

as a mixture of languages spoken by Germanic-speaking invaders. Later invasions of Vikings and Normans 

further transformed the language.  

 

Dialects of English. Mutually understandable yet different through variations in vocabulary, spelling, and 

pronunciation, dialects often form when groups are separated from one another. Examples include dialects 

within England, American and British English, and dialects within the United States.  

 

Key Issue 2. Why is English related to other languages? 

 

Indo-European branches. A language belongs to a group of closely related languages, which belongs to a 

branch of more distantly related languages, which in turn belongs to a still more distantly related language 

family. English is part of the West Germanic group of the Germanic branch of the Indo-European language 

family. The other important Germanic group is North Germanic.  

Other important branches of Indo-European are Indo-Iranian, Balto-Slavic, and Romance. The Indo-Iranian 

branch includes the Indic group (distributed across India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh) and Iranian group (Iran and 

southwest Asia). The Balto-Slavic branch is further divided into the East Slavic and Baltic groups (former 

Soviet countries) and West and South Slavic groups (Eastern Europe from Poland to Macedonia).  

The Romance branch is composed of the descendants of Latin and stretches from Portugal along the 

Mediterranean to Slovenia and a pocket in Romania and Moldova. Many Romance languages have multiple 

dialects, some of which may be variously considered languages in their own right. Other Romance languages 

have formed as a mixture of a Romance language and the native language of a colony. These languages are 

called creoles.  

 

Origin and diffusion of Indo-European. Since all members of Indo-European are related, they must have 

come from a common origin. Two hypotheses of the language family's origin are the Nomadic Warrior Thesis, 

where the language originated with and was spread by the Kurgans, a people of central Asia, or alternatively 

that the language originated with agricultural people from Anatolia, in present-day Turkey. 

 

Key Issue 3. Where are other language families distributed? 

Classification and distribution of language families. Nearly half the world speaks an Indo-European 

language. A great diversity of language families make up the remainder. Sino-Tibetan is the second-largest 

language family in the world as it includes Mandarin, the world's single most-spoken language. Other sizable 

language families include Niger-Congo (Africa), Afro-Asiatic (North Africa and Southwest Asia), Austronesian 

(Australia and Indonesia), and Dravidian (India and Sri Lanka). 

 

Key Issue 4. Why do people preserve local languages? 

 

Preserving language diversity. Numerous languages have gone or are going extinct as their speakers adopt 

other languages or die out. Some languages, like Hebrew, have been revived; others, like many branches of 

Celtic, have seen recent interest by their speakers in preservation.  

Multilingual states can present problems when speakers of different language compete for control of resources 

in a state, as is the case for Belgium. Switzerland represents a country with several official languages with few 

problems between speakers through a high degree of local control.  
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Isolated languages are those without a language family or with less in common with other members of the 

family. In Europe, Basque represents the former and Icelandic the latter.  

 

Global dominance of English. English is a language of international communication, also known as a lingua 

franca. Some speakers of other languages may learn a basic form of a lingua franca, called a pidgin language, 

in order to communicate. Lingua francas like English were once spread by migration and conquest, but now 

English is changing through expansion diffusion. First, English is constantly changing from different cultural 

influences, including other languages. Second, English is diffusing into other languages, as is the case for 

"franglais," a mixture of French and English, and "Spanglish," a mixture of Spanish and English. The mix of 

German and English words is called Denglish.  

 

Global forces, local impacts. Language policy in Australia and New Zealand. Both Australia and New 

Zealand have English as a dominant language and have taken measures to encourage new migrants to speak or 

learn English. New Zealand has more policies than Australia to preserve aboriginal languages pre-dating British 

colonization. 

 

Contemporary geographic tools: English on the Internet. English has been the most important language of 

the Internet. As more users from more countries gain Internet access, the balance is shifting so that English is no 

longer as important. 

 

Chapter 4 & 5  Vocabulary Terms 

British Received Pronunciation (BRP) - The dialect of English associated With upper-class Britons living in 

the London area and now considered standard in the United Kingdom. 

 

Creole or creolized language - A language that results from the mixing of a colonizer's language with the 

indigenous language of the people being dominated. 

 

Custom - The frequent repetition of an act, to the extent that it becomes characteristic of the group of people 

performing the act. 

 

Denglish – Combination of German and English 

 

Dialect - A regional variety of a language distinguished by vocabulary, spelling, and pronunciation. 

 

Ebonics - Dialect spoken by some African-Americans.  

 

Extinct language - A language that was once used by people in daily activities but is no longer used. 

 

Folk culture - Culture traditionally practiced by a small, homogeneous, rural group living in relative isolation 

from other groups. 

 

Franglais - A term used by the French for English words that have entered the French language, a combination 

of franfais and anglai." the French words for "French" and "English," respectively. 

 

Habit - A repetitive act performed by a particular individual. 
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Ideograms – The systems of writing used in China and other East Asian countries in which each symbol 

represents an idea or a concept rather than a specific sound as is the case with letters in English. 

 

Isogloss - A boundary that separates regions in which different languages usages predominate. 

 

Isolated language - A language that is unrelated to any other languages and therefore not attached to any 

language family. 

 

Language - A system of communication through the use of speech, a collection of sounds understood by a 

group of people to have the same meaning.  

 

Language branch - A collection of languages related through a common ancestor that existed several thousand 

years ago. Differences are not as extensive or as old as with language families, and archaeological evidence can 

confirm that the branches derived from the same family.  

 

Language family - A collection of languages related to each other through a common ancestor long before 

recorded history.  

 

Language group - A collection of languages within a branch that share a common origin in the relatively recent 

past and display relatively few differences in grammar and vocabulary. 

 

Lingua franca - A language mutually understood and commonly used in trade by people who have different 

native languages. 

 

Literary tradition - A language that is written as well as spoken. 

 

Official language - The language adopted for use by the government for the conduct of business and 

publication of documents. 

 

Pidgin language - A form of speech that adopts a simplified grammar and limited vocabulary of a lingua 

franca, used for communications among speakers of two different languages. 

 

Popular culture - Culture found in a large, heterogeneous society that shares certain habits despite differences 

in other personal characteristics. 

 

Spanglish - Combination of Spanish and English, spoken by Hispanic-Americans. 

 

Standard language - The form of a language used for official government business, education, and mass 

communications. 

 

Taboo - A restriction on behavior imposed by social custom. 

 

Terroir – The contribution of a location’s distinctive physical features to the way food tastes. 

 

Vulgar Latin - A form of Latin used in daily conversation by ancient Romans, as opposed to the standard 

dialect, which was used for official documents. 
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Chapter 6: Religion  

Key Issue 1. Where are Religions Distributed? 

Universalizing religions appeal to people in a broad range of locations. Ethnic religions tend to be most 

appealing to a particular group of people in a particular place. 

 

Universalizing Religions. Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism, the three main universalizing religions, can be 

divided into branches, denominations, and sects. Branches are fundamental divisions. Denominations are 

smaller divisions of branches, and sects are smaller groups that have split from a denomination. 

Christianity is the largest religion in the world with an estimated 2 billion adherents (followers). Important 

branches of Christianity are Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Eastern Orthodox. Christians are concentrated in 

the Western Hemisphere, with Catholics in Latin America, French Canada, and the U.S. Northeast and West. In 

Western Europe Protestants are more common in northern countries, Catholics more common to the south, and 

Eastern Orthodox adherents in far Eastern Europe from Russia to Greece. Many smaller branches of 

Christianity are also followed. 

Islam had two major branches, Sunni and Shiite. Islam is found predominantly in North Africa and Southwest 

Asia, with Shiites concentrated in Iraq, Iran and Pakistan. A large outlying population of Sunni Muslims lives in 

Indonesia. Muslim-adhering populations make up small but growing percentages of Europe and North America. 

Buddhists are concentrated in China and Southeast Asia. There are three main branches: Mahayana, Theravada, 

and Tantrayana. In contrast to Christianity and Islam, Buddhism does not require exclusive adherence, so 

Buddhists may also follow ethnic religions.  

The fourth- and fifth-largest universalizing religions are Sikhism and Baha'i, which are relatively young 

religions. 

 

Ethnic Religions. Hinduism is an ethnic religion concentrated in India. Its 900 million adherents make it larger 

than Buddhism's 400 million and third in the world after Christianity and Islam. Hindus decide on particular 

deities based on their personal choice; holy places for worship are geographically concentrated for some 

deities.  

Confucianism is an ethnic religion common to China based on ethical norms of behavior. Daoism is another 

Chinese ethnic religion. Shintoism is an ethnic religion of Japan. Judaism represents an exception to the usual 

distribution of ethnic religions, as its 14 million adherents are relatively widespread around the world. Ethnic 

African religions commonly follow animistic beliefs in the spiritual properties of plants, stones, and physical 

phenomena. 

 

Key Issue 2. Why Do Religions Have Different Distributions? 

The origins of universalizing religions are tied to a particular man in each religion's history. Ethnic religions 

usually have less distinct origins. 

 

Origin of Religions. Christianity originated with the teachings of Jesus. Differences in Christian branches are 

over which set of doctrines (rules made after the death of Jesus) to adhere to, if any. Islam follows the same 

biblical narrative of the Old Testament as Christianity and Judaism for a while, but then diverges with the birth 

of Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam. The two branches of Islam formed over a disagreement of which person 
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had a more rightful claim to succession of leadership from Muhammad. Buddhism originated in the experiences 

and teachings of Siddhartha Gautama, who was transformed into the Buddha. Different branches formed over 

competing interpretations of the teachings of the Buddha. Sikhism is based on the teachings of Guru Nanak and 

his successors. Baha'i originated in the teachings and writings of the Bab and Baha'u'llah. 

In contrast to the universalizing religions, Hinduism has unknown origins as the religion existed before any 

recorded history. The earliest Hindu religious documents are about 3,500 years old. 

 

Diffusion of Religions. Christianity and Islam both originated in the eastern Mediterranean, with the spread of 

Christianity starting about 600 years later than Christianity. Both religions relied on relocation diffusion of 

missionaries and the hierarchical diffusion of military conquest or the conversion of rulers. Migration and 

missionary activities today continue to diffuse the religions from source areas to new locations. Buddhism 

diffused through missionaries but slowly compared to Christianity and Islam. Sikhism has remained relatively 

clustered in the Punjab region of northern India. Baha'i diffused more widely. 

Ethnic religions lack missionaries and so are more likely to lose adherents to universalizing religions. Ethnic 

religions may blend with universalizing religions. Ethnic religions may also be diffused through the migration 

of adherents (see the Amish example in Chapter 4). 

The diffusion of Judaism represents an exception to the usual concentrated distribution of ethnic religions. Jews 

migrated from the Eastern Mediterranean after AD 70, mostly into Eastern Europe. The distribution changed 

after the mass extermination of Jews by the Nazis in World War II, when survivors migrated to Israel. 

 

Holy Places. Ethnic religious holy places are typically based on the physical environment of the hearth region 

of that religion. Universalizing religions are more likely to consider holy places associated with key events in 

the founder's life. This can be observed in the holy places of Buddhism and Islam, which trace the movements 

of the Buddha and Muhammad. Sikhs consider the Golden Temple at Amritsar the most holy structure. Hindu 

holy places are all located in India and many Indian Hindus undertake pilgrimages to visit these sites. 

 

Cosmogony refers to a religion's conception of the relationship between humans and nature. Religious 

interpretations of this relationship vary from treating the environment as something to be respected for its 

spiritual nature to something to be dominated for maximum human benefit. 

 

The Calendar. Ethnic religions base their calendars on agricultural events, including Judaism. The observation 

of the solstices is important to some ethnic religions. 

In universalizing religions, the calendar tends to be more oriented to holidays celebrating events in the founder's 

life. The Islamic and Baha'i calendars do not follow the more common Gregorian 12-month calendars. 

Christians observe the resurrection of Jesus on Easter and his birth on Christmas. Buddhists celebrate the 

Buddha's birth, Enlightenment, and death. Sikhs observe the birthdays and dates of death of the ten Sikh gurus. 

 

Key Issue 3. Why do Religions Organize Space in Distinctive Patterns? 

 

Places of Worship. Christian churches were traditionally constructed to be the tallest building. Churches 

represent holy structures for many Christian branches and are built large because of the importance given 

attendance at services. Muslim mosques are not considered sacred in Islam but instead are important gathering 
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places for worship. Hindu temples are largely shrines devoted to a particular deity, not sites of group worship. 

Buddhism features pagodas and the Baha'i faith has built Houses of Worship on each continent. 

 

Sacred Space. Religions observe different practices in the disposal of adherents' remains. Christians, Muslims, 

and Jews all practice burial in dedicated cemeteries. Hindus favor cremation to burial. Other groups leave the 

body exposed for scavengers or dispose of human remains at sea. 

Some settlements were designed with religious principles in mind. The ultimate expression of this idea was the 

utopian settlement, but many communities feature designs giving religions a prominent role in the community, 

for instance in locating a church in the center of the town. Another way religion is reflected in geography is 

through the names given to towns. 

 

Administration of Space. Universalizing religions may have hierarchical structures where leadership at a local 

level reports to a higher-order regional level until a final authority, governing the entire  branch, is at the top of 

the hierarchy. Examples include the Latter-day Saints and the Catholic Church. Other religions give local 

autonomy to individual churches and only loosely coordinate their operations. Examples include Islam and 

Protestant denominations of Christianity. 

 

Key Issue 4. Why Do Territorial Conflicts Arise Among Religious Groups? 

 

Religion Versus Government Policies. Various conflicts have occurred between religions and governments. 

Conservative religious adherents sometimes oppose social change, sometimes as brought on by economic 

development. Examples include the Taliban's opposition to social change in Afghanistan and the conflict of 

Hinduism's caste system with Western goals of social equality. Religions have also conflicted with communist 

governments, which have either downplayed the role of religion in everyday life or worked actively against 

religions. Examples include the former Soviet Union and the role of Buddhism in Southeast Asia (and Tibet, 

from the Case Study). 

 

Religion Versus Religion. Fundamentalist interpretations of religious principles may increase the likelihood of 

conflict with other religions. In Northern Ireland a protracted conflict between Catholics and Protestants over 

the allegiance of Northern Ireland. In the Middle East a long history of religious wars is the result of 

overlapping histories of three religions: Judaism, Islam, and Christianity. The Crusades were a series of wars 

fought against Muslims in the Middle East by Europeans intent on reclaiming Jerusalem. 

The present-day conflict in Palestine/Israel has its roots in ancient history but more recently with the creation of 

the state of Israel and subsequent wars since 1947. Conflict today centers around the status of the West Bank of 

the Jordan River, the Golan Heights, and the Gaza Strip, which are all territories under Israeli control but 

claimed by Palestinians. 

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts. Jerusalem: Contested Geography. Jerusalem features sites holy to all three 

religions in conflict in the region, in some cases one on top of the other. Control of Jerusalem represents a key 

geographic problem to peace in the region. 
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Contemporary Geographic Tools: Building a Barrier in the Middle East. Israel is building a 420 mile-long 

separation barrier between Israeli territory and the occupied area of the West Bank. The barrier is seen by many 

as a solution to attacks by Palestinians, though it has been declared illegal and is controversial on several 

counts. 

 

Chapter 6  Vocabulary Terms 

Animism -  Belief that objects, such as plants and stones, or natural events, like thunderstorms and earthquakes, 

have a discrete spirit and conscious life. 

 

Autonomous religion - A religion that does not have a central authority but shares ideas and cooperates 

informally. 

 

Branch – A large and fundamental division within a religion. 

 

Caste - The class or distinct hereditary order into which a Hindu is assigned according to religious law. 

 

Cosmogony - A set of religious beliefs concerning the origin of the universe.  

 

Denomination - A division of a branch that unites a number of local religious congregations in a single legal 

and administrative body. 

 

Diocese – The basic unit of geographic organization in the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

Ethnic religion - A religion with a relatively concentrated spatial distribution whose principles are likely to be 

based on the physical characteristics of the particular location in which its adherents are concentrated. 

 

Fundamentalism - Literal interpretation and strict adherence to basic principles of a religion (or a religious 

branch, denomination, or sect). 

 

Ghetto - During the middle Ages, a neighborhood in a city set up by law to be inhabited only by Jews; 

now used to denote a section of a city in which members of any minority group live because of social, 

legal, or economic pressure.  

 

Hierarchical religion - A religion in which a central authority exercises a high degree of control. 

 

Missionary - An individual who helps to diffuse a universalizing religion. 

 

Monotheism – The doctrine or belief of the existence of only one god. 

 

Pagan - Follower of a polytheistic religion in ancient times.  

 

Pilgrimage - A journey to a place considered sacred for religious purposes. 

 

Polytheism - Belief in or worship of more than one god.  

 

Sect - A relatively small group that has broken away from an established denomination.  
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Solstice - Time when the Sun is farthest from the equator. 

 

Universalizing religion - A religion that attempts to appeal to all people, not just those living in a particular 

location. 
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Chapter 7: Ethnicity 

Key Issue 1. Where Are Ethnicities Distributed? 

 

Distribution of Ethnicities in the United States. The United States' most numerous ethnic groups display 

regional concentrations. These groups are Hispanics (15 percent, clustered in the Southwest), African 

Americans (13 percent, clustered in the Southeast), Asian Americans (1 percent, clustered in the West) and 

American Indian (1 percent, clustered in the Southwest and Plains). African Americans and Hispanics are 

clustered in urban areas (more likely to live in cities than rural areas). Cities exhibit ethnic clustering at the 

neighborhood level. 

 

African American Migration Patterns. The distribution of the African American ethnicity in the United 

States is a product of three migrations: The forced migration of slaves from Africa, the 20th-century economic 

migration of African Americans to northern cities, and the ongoing intra-urban movement out of inner cities to 

other urban neighborhoods. 

 

Differentiating Ethnicity and Race. Race and ethnicity are often confused. Race is genetically transmitted 

while ethnicity is culturally transmitted, so it is incorrect to predict cultural characteristics based on race. The 

U.S. Census asks people to classify themselves according to fourteen races, some based on skin color, others on 

national origin. 

The United States has a long tradition of spatial segregation of races. As discriminatory laws and practices were 

outlawed, whites fled to suburbs, resulting in continued racial inequality. 

In South Africa racial segregation and discrimination was practiced into the 1990s in the system of apartheid. 

 

Key Issue 2. Why Have Ethnicities Been Transformed into Nationalities? 

Nationality, the identification with a group sharing legal attachment and loyalty to a country, is similar to 

ethnicity but carries different meaning. Several ethnic groups may share one nationality. More problematically, 

a country may have ethnic groups with desires for self-rule (self-determination), leading to conflict. 

The concept of a state composed entirely of one ethnicity is a nation-state. There are no true nation-states since 

no country has only one ethnicity within its borders. Denmark is an example but it is still not a "perfect" nation-

state. Western Europe is generally organized into approximations of nation-states. The formation of loyalty to a 

particular state, nationalism, can be beneficial to a state's internal governance but can also lead to intolerance of 

differences. 

 

Multinational States. These states contain two or more ethnic groups with traditions of self-determination. 

Examples include the United Kingdom, the former Soviet Union, and present-day Russia. There has been recent 

conflict over ethnic groups' desire for self-rule in Azerbaijan, Armenia, and Georgia, all former Soviet 

republics. 

Revival of Ethnic Identity. Many ethnic identities which had been subsumed by Communist governments are 

now expressing pride in their distinct identities. 

 

Key Issue 3. Why do Ethnicities Clash? 
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Ethnic Competition to Dominate Nationality. Ethnic competition for control of a state can result in total war, 

as in the case of Ethiopia and Eritrea. Eritrea rebelled from Ethiopia and eventually became independent. Sudan 

has experienced several civil wars in different areas. Somalia is still experiencing strife between competing 

clans. Lebanon has distinct ethnicities organized on the basis of religion. 

 

Dividing Ethnicities Among More than One State. When an ethnic group's distribution spans a national 

boundary, conflict can result as the ethnic group on one side may wish to reunify with the group on the other 

side. A prime example is the conflict between India and Pakistan over the states of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Another example of ethnic conflict in South Asia is that between the Sinhalese and Tamil in Sri Lanka. 

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Dividing the Kurds. The Kurds are an ethnic group whose homeland straddles 

the border between Iraq, Turkey, Iran, and Syria. Many Kurds would like an independent homeland but the 

countries in which they are a minority are unwilling to let go of that territory. 

 

Key Issue 4. What is Ethnic Cleansing? 

Ethnic cleansing is a more powerful group's removal of all members of an ethnic group from an area to create 

more territory for the powerful group. Ethnic cleansing may take the form of large-scale forced migration or 

genocide, where members of the ethnic group are targeted for extermination. 

 

Ethnic Cleansing in Europe. Ethnic cleansing in Europe was infamous in World War II Europe as people were 

forced to move from changing boundaries as well as the Nazi genocide of Jews and other ethnicities. Former 

Yugoslavia is a more recent example of ethnic cleansing. After the collapse of the Communist government of 

Yugoslavia, ethnic Serbs and Croats practiced ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the hopes of 

unifying their regions with Serbia and Croatia. Serbs also practiced ethnic cleansing in the province of Kosovo, 

where the Albanian majority population was forced to migrate to Albania. Kosovo became an independent state 

in 2008. 

 

Ethnic Cleansing in Central Africa. Colonial boundaries being drawn in a way that grouped historic enemies 

together or split others apart has resulted in opportunities for ethnic conflict. Rwanda's major groups of Hutus 

and Tutsis have practiced genocide against one another and taken part in conflicts in neighboring countries. 

 

Contemporary Geographic Tools: Documenting Ethnic Cleansing. Aerial photography was instrumental in 

documenting the scale and nature of ethnic cleansing in former Yugoslavia. 

 

Chapter 7 Vocabulary Terms 

Apartheid - Laws (no longer in effect) in South Africa that physically separated different races into different 

geographic areas. 

 

Balkanization - Process by which a state breaks down through conflicts among its ethnicities. 
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Balkanized - A small geographic area that could not successfully be organized into one or more stable states 

because it was inhabited by many ethnicities with complex, long-standing antagonisms toward each other. 

 

Blockbusting - A process by which real estate agents convince white property owners to sell their houses at low 

prices because of fear that black families will soon move into the neighborhood. 

 

Centripetal force - An attitude that tends to unify people and enhance support for a state. 

 

Ethnic cleansing - Process in which more powerful ethnic group forcibly removes a less powerful one in order 

to create an ethnically homogeneous region. 

 

Ethnicity - Identity with a group of people that share distinct physical and mental traits as a product of common 

heredity and cultural traditions. 

 

Multi-ethnic state - State that contains more than one ethnicity. 

 

Multinational state - State that contains two or more ethnic groups with traditions of self-determination that 

agree to coexist peacefully by recognizing each other as distinct nationalities. 

 

Nationalism - Loyalty and devotion to a particular nationality.  

 

Nationality – Identity with a group of people that show legal attachment and personal allegiance to a particular 

place as a result of being born there. 

 

Nation-state - A state whose territory corresponds to that occupied by a particular ethnicity that has been 

transformed into a nationality. 

 

Race - Identity with a group of people descended from a common ancestor. 

 

Racism - Belief that race is the primary determinant of human traits and capacities and that racial differences 

produce an inherent superiority of a particular race. 

 

Racist - A person who subscribes to the beliefs of racism. 

 

Self-determination - Concept that ethnicities have the right to govern themselves. 

 

Sharecropper - A person who works fields rented from a landowner and pays the rent and repays loans by 

turning over to the landowner a share of the crops. 

 

Triangular slave trade - A practice, primarily during the eighteenth century, in which European ships 

transported slaves from Africa to Caribbean islands, molasses from the Caribbean to Europe, and trade goods 

from Europe to Africa. 
 

Unit III. Cultural Patterns and Processes, Basic Vocabulary and Concepts  
Concepts of Culture  

Acculturation  

Assimilation  

Cultural adaptation  

Religion  

Animism  

Buddhism  

Cargo cult pilgrimage  

Ethnocentrism  

Ghetto  

Plural society  

Race  
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Cultural core / periphery pattern  

Cultural ecology  

Cultural identity  

Cultural landscape  

Cultural realm  

Culture  

Culture region  

 • Formal—core, periphery  

 • Functional—node  

 • Vernacular (perceptual)—

regional self-awareness  

Diffusion types  

 • Expansion—hierarchical, 

contagious, stimulus  

 • Relocation  

Innovation adoption  

Maladaptive diffusion  

Sequent occupance  

 

Folk and Popular Culture  

Adaptive strategies  

Anglo-American landscape 

characteristics  

Architectural form  

Built environment  

Folk culture  

Folk food  

Folk house  

Folk songs  

Folklore  

Material culture  

Nonmaterial culture  

Popular culture  

Survey systems  

Traditional architecture  

 

Language  

Creole  

Dialect  

Indo-European languages  

Isogloss  

Language  

Language family  

Language group  

Language subfamily  

Lingua franca  

Linguistic diversity  

Monolingual/multilingual  

Official language  

Christianity  

Confucianism  

Ethnic religion  

Exclave/enclave  

Fundamentalism  

Geomancy (feng shui)  

Hadj  

Hinduism  

Interfaith boundaries  

Islam  

Jainism  

Judaism  

Landscapes of the dead  

Monotheism/polytheism  

Mormonism  

Muslim pilgrimage  

Muslim population  

Proselytic religion  

Reincarnation  

Religion (groups, places)  

Religious architectural styles  

Religious conflict  

Religious culture hearth  

Religious toponym  

Sacred space  

Secularism  

Shamanism  

Sharia law  

Shintoism  

Sikhism  

Sunni/Shia  

Taoism  

Theocracy  

Universalizing  

Zoroastrianism  

 

Ethnicity  

Acculturation  

Adaptive strategy  

Assimilation  

Barrio  

Chain migration  

Cultural adaptation  

Cultural shatterbelt  

Ethnic cleansing  

Ethnic conflict  

Ethnic enclave  

Ethnic group  

Ethnic homeland  

Segregation  

Social distance  

 

Gender  

Dowry death  

Enfranchisement  

Gender  

Gender gap  

Infanticide  

Longevity gap  

Maternal mortality rate  
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Pidgin  

Toponymy  

Trade language  

Ethnic landscape  

Ethnic neighborhood  

Ethnicity  
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Chapter 8: Political Geography 
 

Key Issue 1. Where Are States Located? 

 

Problems of Defining States. Not all states are universally recognized or well-defined. Examples include 

Korea (both governments are in support of unification but govern independently), China and Taiwan (China and 

the United Nations do not recognize the government of Taiwan), and Western Sahara (Morocco does not 

recognize claims of independence). Polar regions are also subject to multiple, often overlapping claims. 

 

Varying Sizes of States. States vary from extremely large (Russia, China, Canada) to very small microstates, 

which are mostly islands. 

 

Development of the State Concept. The state concept developed in the Middle East. The first states were 

territories surrounding cities, or city-states. The largest unified political territory of pre-Industrial times was the 

Roman Empire. After the fall of the Roman Empire, European states eventually formed around powerful kings. 

European states diffused the state concept through colonialism beginning in the 1400s, claiming territory for 

trade and prestige the Western Hemisphere and later Africa and Asia. The European colonial era ended in the 

Western Hemisphere by 1824. Many African and Asian colonies were held until after World War II. The few 

colonial possessions that remain are mostly isolated islands. 

 

Key Issue 2. Why Do Boundaries Between States Cause Problems? 

 

Shapes of States. A state's shape can tell us something about the conditions in which the state was formed as 

well as potential problems it may face. The five basic shapes of states are compact (efficient communication 

and transportation), elongated (isolation of distant parts of the state), prorupted (with a projecting extension of 

territory signifying access to some resource or disruption of neighboring states), perforated (South Africa is 

perforated by Lesotho, which places Lesotho at the whim of South Africa), and fragmented by water or other 

states (problems with internal communication or in dealing with states in between fragments). Landlocked 

states have difficulty engaging in international trade because they lack direct access to the ocean. 

 

Types of Boundaries. Physical boundaries such as deserts, mountains, and water are all used to separate states 

and may be effective in part because they represent a physical barrier to movement. Cultural boundaries such 

as geometric lines, religious boundaries, and language boundaries can be problematic because they rarely divide 

all individuals perfectly between each side of the boundary. An example of a boundary reinforcing differences 

on either side is that of Cyprus, which is divided between Turkish and Greek control. Frontiers, indefinite areas 

between states, are becoming much less common. 

 

Boundaries Inside States. State organization of internal territory falls onto a continuum from unitary (strong 

central government) to federal (strong local or regional government) forms of government. States have tended 

to become more federal in their organization over the past few decades. Electoral geography refers to the 

arrangement of electoral districts. These districts may be arranged to benefit the group in power, a process 

called gerrymandering. 

 

Key Issue 3. Why Do States Cooperate with Each Other? 

 

Political and Military Cooperation. The United Nations is the most important global force for political and 

military cooperation. Its 192 members work to resolve conflicts. Regional military alliances were important in 

the post-World War II Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union, which had opposing military 
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alliances in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Warsaw Pact. Other regional political and military 

organizations include the Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe, the Organization of American 

States, the African Union, and the Commonwealth. 

 

Economic Cooperation. Economic power is eclipsing political and military power on the world stage. The 

European Union has emerged as the world's leading superpower based on its economic power. Economic 

liberalization in Europe under the EU has created a single, powerful market. 

 

Key Issue 4. Why Has Terrorism Increased? 

 

Terrorism by Individuals and Organizations. Terrorism can be difficult to define. It is generally considered 

that terrorists operate outside of government, but this definition is problematic when applied to state sponsors of 

terror. Terrorists attack common citizens instead of military personnel or political figures. The United States has 

experienced a number of terrorist attacks since the late 1980s, but the attacks of September 11, 2001 motivated 

dramatic concern. The Al-Qaeda network led by Osama bin Laden was implicated in the 9/11 and later attacks. 

 

State Support for Terrorism. Libya, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, and Pakistan have all been accused of supporting 

terrorism at various levels. The U.S. has been particularly involved in attempting to curb terrorism through 

military action in Afghanistan and Iraq, though the justification for the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003 was 

not well supported.  

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Where is Osama bin Laden? Geographers based at UCLA applied 

geographic analysis to predict likely locations of Osama bin Laden. 

 

Contemporary Geographic Tools: Air Photos in War and Peace. This section contrasts the use of aerial 

photos by the U.S. government to confront the Soviet Union over missile-launching sites in Cuba with the air 

photos Secretary of State Colin Powell presented as evidence that Iraq was hiding stores of chemical weapons. 

 

Unit IV. Political Organization of Space—Basic Vocabulary and Concepts  
Annexation  

Antarctica  

Apartheid  

Balkanization  

Border landscape  

Boundary, disputes (definitional, locational, 

operational, allocational)  

Boundary, origin (antecedent, subsequent, 

superimposed, relic)  

Boundary, process (definition, delimitation, 

demarcation)  

Boundary, type (natural/physical, 

ethnographic/cultural, geometric)  

Buffer state  

Capital  

Centrifugal  

Centripetal  

City-state  

Colonialism  

Irredentism  

Israel/Palestine  

Landlocked  

Law of the Sea  

Lebanon  

Mackinder, Halford J.  

Manifest destiny  

Median-line principle  

Microstate  

Ministate  

Nation  

National iconography  

Nation-state  

Nunavut  

Raison d’être  

Reapportionment  

Regionalism  

Religious conflict  

Reunification  
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Confederation  

Conference of Berlin (1884)  

Core/periphery  

Decolonization  

Devolution  

Domino theory  

EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone)  

Electoral regions  

Enclave/exclave  

Ethnic conflict  

European Union  

Federal  

Forward capital  

Frontier  

Geopolitics  

Gerrymander  

Global commons  

Heartland/rimland  

Immigrant states  

International organization  

Iron Curtain  

Satellite state  

Self-determination  

Shatterbelt  

Sovereignty  

State  

Stateless ethnic groups  

Stateless nation  

Suffrage  

Supranationalism  

Territorial disputes  

Territorial morphology (compact, fragmented, 

elongated, prorupt, perforated)  

Territoriality  

Theocracy  

Treaty ports  

UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea)  

Unitary  

USSR collapse  

Women’s enfranchisement  

 
 

Chapter 8 Vocabulary Terms – Political Geography 

Balance of Power – Condition of roughly equal strength between opposing countries or alliances of countries. 

 

Boundary – Invisible line that marks the extent of a state’s territory. 

 

City-state – A sovereign state compromising a city and its immediate hinterland. 

 

Colonialism – Attempt by one country to establish settlements and to impose its political, economic and 

cultural principles in another territory. 

 

Colony – A territory that is legally tied to a sovereign state rather than completely independent. 

 

Compact state – A state in which the distance from the center to any boundary does not vary significantly. 

 

Elongated state – A state with a long, narrow shape. 

 

Federal state – An internal organization of a state that allocates most powers to units of local governments. 

 

Frontier – A zone separating two states in which neither state exercises political control. 

 

Gerrymandering – Process of redrawing legislative boundaries for the purpose of benefiting the party in 

power. 

 

Imperialism – Control of territory already occupied and organized by an indigenous group. 
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Landlocked state – A state that does not have a direct outlet to the sea. 

 

Microstate – A state that encompasses a very small land area. 

 

Perforated state – A state that completely surrounds another one. 

 

Prorupted state – An otherwise compact state with a large projecting extension. 

 

Sovereignty – Ability of a state to govern its territory free from control of its internal affairs by other states. 

 

State – An area organized into a political unit and ruled by an established government with control over its 

internal and foreign affairs. 

 

Unitary state – An internal organization of a state that places most power in the hands of central government 

officials. 
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Chapter 9: Development 
 
Key Issue 1.Why Does Development Vary Among Countries? 

 

The United Nations compares levels of development on an index--the Human Development Index (HDI)--

composed of social, economic, and demographic indicators. Economic indicators of development include Gross 

Domestic Product per capita, the percentage of the workforce employed in primary, secondary, and tertiary 

sectors (agriculture, industry, and services), worker productivity, and the availability of consumer goods such as 

cars or consumers. The HDI uses GDP per capita. Social indicators of development include measures of 

education like the literacy rate and student/teacher ration and measures of health and welfare such as average 

caloric intake and access to medical care. The HDI uses the literacy rate and amount of education (average 

number of years in school). Demographic indicators of development include life expectancy, the infant 

mortality rate, and crude birth rate. The crude death rate is not an indicator of development because it rises as a 

population ages. The HDI uses life expectancy as its final indicator. 

 

Key Issue 2. Where Are MDCs and LDCs Distributed? 

 

More developed countries are nearly entirely distributed northwards of 30 degrees north latitude, with less-

developed regions making up most of the rest of the world. The most developed cultural regions are North 

America and Europe, with the addition of Japan and Oceania (mostly Australia and New Zealand). North 

America, Europe, and Japan all have HDI scores in the mid-0.90s on a scale of 0 to 1. Notable as an exception 

is Russia, which saw a dramatic decline in HDI in the post-Communist era. 

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Regional Variations within Countries. Inequalities within countries can be 

masked by applying one HDI number to the entire country. Regional variations for Brazil, China, and Mexico 

are discussed. 

 

Less Developed Countries are all those in Latin America, East Asia, Central Asia, Southwest Asia.  North 

Africa, Southeast Asia, South Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa, in order from most to least developed. In contrast 

to the MDCs, there is a large range in levels of development, with Latin America averaging an HDI of 0.81 (the 

same as Russia) for the region and sub-Saharan African at 0.47.  

 

Contemporary Geographic Tools: Wal-Mart and China.  Wal-Mart’s diffusion in its expansion across the 

United States displays an application of the distance-decay concept.  

 

Key Issue 3. Where does level of development vary by gender? 

 

Gender-Related Development Index (GDI). The GDI uses the same indicators as the HDI but broken up by 

gender to measure inequality in a country’s development of women compared to men.   

 

Gender Empowerment. The Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM) is a measure of women’s political and 

economic power, as measured by women’s income as a percentage of men’s, professional, technical and 

administrative jobs held by women as a percentage of those held by men, and percentage of women compared 

to men in elected legislatures.  

 

Key Issue 4. Why do LDCs face obstacles to development? 
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Development through Self-Sufficiency. The self-sufficiency approach attempts to develop a country’s 

economy by limiting imports and exports. The idea is that this will promote all parts of the economy, leading to 

jobs and development. Unfortunately the safeguards necessary to protect local industries from foreign 

competition also creates the opportunity for them to be inefficient. A large bureaucracy is also needed to 

regulate many aspects of the economy.  

 

Development through International Trade. In contrast, the international trade approach to development 

allows for a country to specialize in relatively few local industries and trade with the international market for all 

other needs. This approach is idealized in Rostow’s model based on the historic development of MDCs. 

Rostow’s model appears to have been followed by the Asian “dragons” of South Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, and 

Hong Kong.  

However, not all countries have equal access to the same resources (raw materials or labor) or to the same 

markets. Also, if a government adopts the international trade approach it may compromise its ability to care for 

its own people because of the resources diverted to support new industries. Finally, there may not be 

sufficiently large markets for all countries to compete using the international trade approach. 

 

International Trade Approach Triumphs. Countries are embracing the international trade approach over self-

sufficiency. The World Trade Organization and transnational corporations work to increase international trade.   

 

Financing Development. Two UN agencies, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, provide 

loans to LDCs to develop. Large infrastructure projects have often failed to provide the intended economic 

stimulus and have left countries saddled with debt. Lenders’ imposition of structural adjustment programs on 

poor countries was intended to restructure their economies so that they did not fall further into debt but critics 

claim that these programs bring even more hardship onto a country’s citizens.  

 

Fair Trade. The fair trade movement is an alternative vision of the international trade approach which attempts 

to address issues of low prices paid to producers in LDCs and eliminate low wages and poor working conditions 

for workers in LDCs.  

 

Millennium Development Goals 
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Development — Basic Vocabulary and Concepts  

 
Development  

Agricultural labor force  

Calorie consumption  

Core-periphery model  

Cultural convergence  

Dependency theory  

Development  

Energy consumption  

Foreign direct investment  

Gender  

Gross domestic product (GDP)  

Gross national product (GNP)   

Human Development Index  

Levels of development  

Measures of development  

Neocolonialism  

Physical Quality of Life Index  

Purchasing power parity  

Rostow, W. W.  

“Stages of Growth” model  

Technology gap  

Technology transfer  

Third World  

World Systems Theory  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yFNl7VF_4WYcpM&tbnid=VdfWcBM-kDsBoM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.swa-jkt.com%2Fswa%2F10680%2F2012%2F11%2F07%2Fmillennium-development-goals-boy-overboard%2F&ei=VjwtUbivLIL2igK7t4DACA&bvm=bv.42965579,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNGwrLClYobnrBv9k1g4rOt2hLQzdQ&ust=1362005443283856
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Chapter 9 Vocabulary Terms – Development 

Development – A process of improvement in the material conditions of people through diffusion of knowledge 

and technology. 

 

Fair trade – Alternative to international trade that emphasizes small businesses and worker-owned and 

democratically run cooperatives and requires employers to pay workers fair wages, permit union organizing and 

comply with minimum environmental and safety standards. 

 

Foreign direct investment (FDI) – Investment made by a foreign company in the economy of another country. 

 

Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM) – Compares the ability of women and men to participate in 

economic and political decision making. 

 

Gender-Related Development Index (GDI) – Compares the level of development of women with that of both 

sexes. 

 

Gross domestic product (GDP) - The value of the total output of goods and services produced in a country in a 

given time period (normally 1 year). 

 

Human Development Index (HDI) – Indicator of level of development for each country, constructed by the 

United Nations, combining income, literacy, education and life expectancy. 

 

Less developed country (LCD) – A country that is at a relatively early stage in the process of economic 

development. 

 

Literacy rate – The percentage of a county’s people who can read and write. 

 

Millennium Development Goals – Eight international development goals that all members of the United 

Nations have agreed to achieve by 2015. 

 

More developed country (MDC) – A country that has progressed relatively far along a continuum of 

development. 

 

Primary sector – The portion of the economy concerned with the direct extraction of materials from Earth’s 

surface, generally through agriculture, although sometimes by mining, fishing and forestry. 

 

Productivity – The value of a particular product compared to the amount of labor needed to make it. 

 

Secondary sector – The portion of the economy concerned with manufacturing useful products through 

processing, transforming and assembling raw materials. 

 

Structural adjustment program – Economic policies imposed on less developed countries by international 

agencies to create conditions encouraging international trade, such as raising taxes, reducing government 

spending, controlling inflation, selling publicly owned utilities to private corporations and charging citizens 

more for services. 
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Tertiary sector – The portion of the economy concerned with transportation, communications and utilities, 

sometimes extended to the provision of all goods and services to people, in exchange for payment. 

 

Transnational corporation – A company that conducts research, operates factories and sells products in many 

countries, not just where its headquarters or shareholders are located. 

 

Value added – The gross value of the product minus the costs of raw materials and energy. 
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Chapter 10: Agriculture 

Key Issue 1. Where Did Agriculture Originate? 

Origins of Agriculture. Agriculture originated about 10,000 years ago in a number of hearths based on locally 

available crops as an alternative to hunting and gathering, which is still rarely practiced on Earth today.  

Subsistence and Commercial Agriculture. Subsistence agriculture, found in LDCs, is the production of food 

to feed the farmer; commercial agriculture, found in MDCs, is the production of food for sale. Subsistence 

agriculture is very labor-intensive while commercial agriculture makes intensive use of machinery. Subsistence 

farms are smaller than commercial farms. Commercial farms have complex linkages with other economic 

sectors, called agribusiness, while subsistence farms do not.  

Key Issue 2. Where Are Agricultural Regions in LDCs? 

Shifting Cultivation. Shifting cultivation, or slash-and-burn agriculture, supports relatively few people on a 

large amount of land. Located in the Equatorial regions, shifting cultivation is under threat of deforestation and 

the encroachment of commercial farms.  

Pastoral Nomadism. Pastoral nomads make use of about 20 percent of Earth’s surface but total only about 15 

million people. Pastoral nomads migrate seasonally depending on the amount of land allocated to a group and 

the seasonal changes of climate. Pastoral nomadism is on the decline and will likely be practiced only in 

marginal land not well suited to other agricultural techniques.  

Intensive Subsistence Agriculture. Intensive subsistence agriculture features a maximum yield of crops from a 

small area of land. It is found in East, South, and Southeast Asia. Two subtypes of intensive subsistence 

agriculture are wet rice dominant and wet rice not dominant. The distinction is important because of the unique 

landscape required for wet rice cultivation (flat, seasonally flooded fields). Intensive subsistence with wet rice 

not dominant features labor-intensive cultivation of wheat and barley in regions where rice cannot grow because 

of cold climate or inadequate precipitation.  

Plantation Farming. Plantation agriculture is a form of commercial agriculture found in LDCS. Common 

plantation crops include cotton, sugarcane, coffee, rubber, and tobacco. 

Key Issue 3. Where Are Agricultural Regions in MDCs? 

Mixed Crop and Livestock Farming. This form of agriculture is found in the American Mississippi/Ohio 

Basin and northern Europe. Crops, especially corn, are grown as feed for animals, which are then sold to 

consumers. Mixed crop farms frequently make use of crop rotation to maintain soil productivity. 

Dairy Farming. Dairy farming is concentrated near large urban areas in the more developed world. The area 

where it is profitable to produce milk, a perishable and expensive to transport product, is called the milkshed. 

Dairy farming is an expensive and labor-intensive form of commercial agriculture. 

Grain Farming. Wheat is the most important grain crop because of its importance as an export crop. 
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Livestock Ranching. Ranching has experienced a decline in open rangeland and increased integration with 

agribusiness. 

Mediterranean Agriculture. This form of agriculture is limited to the small areas of the Earth with a 

Mediterranean climate. Unique crops include grapes and olives.  

Commercial Gardening and Fruit Farming. Fruit and vegetable producers grow fresh produce for sale to 

MDC consumers who prefer a diversity of fresh food choices. 

Key Issue 4. Why Do Farmers Face Economic Difficulties?  

Challenges for Commercial Farmers. Commercial farmers choose which crops to grow based on the market 

price of that crop and the cost of transport. This relationship was modeled by von Thunen in 1826.  

Commercial farmers face economic difficulties because of overproduction, which keeps prices low. Federal 

policies in the United States attempt to control the potential for overproduction and reduce the shock of low 

prices on farmers, especially through subsidies.  

Commercial farming can exact a high impact on the land. Sustainable agricultural practices aim to reduce the 

impact of farming on the environment through sensitive land management, reducing the use of chemicals, and 

better integration of crops and livestock. 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Genetically Modified Foods and Sub-Saharan Africa. Many nations are 

concerned with the unknown risks of using genetically modified food crops, which are common in the United 

States but regulated in many other places.  

Challenges for Subsistence Farmers. Subsistence farmers face the challenge of increasing food supply in line 

with population growth in the developing world. They may consider new farming methods or use the land more 

intensively. An additional challenge exists when countries adopting the international trade approach devote 

arable land to the production of export crops, which can then not serve to feed the population. LDC farmers 

sometimes choose to grow drug crops because of their high value. 

Strategies to Increase Food Supply. Four strategies to increase food supply are: expanding the land under 

cultivation (but remaining land is of poorer quality); increasing the productivity of existing agricultural land 

(requiring energy- and resource-intensive fertilizers and machinery) identifying new food sources (subject to 

cultural preferences); and increasing trade. 

Agricultural and Rural Land Use—Basic Vocabulary and Concepts 

  
Adaptive strategies  

Agrarian  

Agribusiness  

Agricultural industrialization  

Agricultural landscape  

Agricultural location model  

Agricultural origins  

Fishing  

Food chain  

Forestry  

Globalized agriculture  

Green revolution  

Growing season  

Hunting and gathering  
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Agriculture  

Animal domestication  

Aquaculture  

Biorevolution  

Biotechnology  

Collective farm  

Commercial agriculture (intensive, extensive)  

Core/periphery  

Crop rotation  

Cultivation regions  

Dairying  

Debt-for-nature swap  

Diffusion  

Double cropping  

Economic activity (primary, secondary, tertiary, 

quaternary, quinary)  

Environmental modification (pesticides, soil erosion, 

desertification)  

Extensive subsistence agriculture (shifting 

cultivation [slash-and- burn, milpa, swidden], 

nomadic herding/pastoralism)  

Extractive industry  

Farm crisis  

Farming  

Feedlot  

First agricultural revolution  

 

Intensive subsistence agriculture  

Intertillage  

Livestock ranching  

Market gardening  

Mediterranean agriculture  

Mineral fuels  

Mining  

Planned economy  

Plant domestication  

Plantation agriculture  

Renewable/nonrenewable  

Rural settlement (dispersed, nucleated, building 

material, village form)  

Sauer, Carl O.  

Second agricultural revolution  

Specialization  

Staple grains  

Suitcase farm  

Survey patterns (long lots, metes and bounds, 

township-and-range)  

Sustainable yield  

Third agricultural revolution (mechanization, 

chemical farming, food manufacturing)  

“Tragedy of the commons”  

Transhumance  

Truck farm  

Von Thünen, Johann Heinrich  

 

 

Chapter 10 Vocabulary Terms – Agriculture 

Agribusiness - Commercial agriculture characterized by integration of different steps in the food processing 

industry usually through ownership by large corporations 

 

Agriculture - The deliberate effort to modify a portion of earth's surface through cultivation of crops and the 

raising of livestock to sustenance or economic gain. 

 

Cereal grain - A grass yielding grain for food 

 

Chaff – Husks of grain separated from the seed by threshing.  

 

Combine - A machine that reaps threshes and cleans grain while moving over a field 

 

Commercial agriculture - Agriculture undertaken primarily to generate products for sale of the farm. 

 

Crop - A grain of fruit gathered from a field as a harvest during a particular season 
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Crop rotation - The practice of rotating use of different fields from crop to crop each year to avoid exhausting 

the soil. 

 

Desertification - Degradation of land especially in semi arid areas primarily because of human actions such as 

excessive crop planting animal grazing and tree cutting. 

 

Double cropping - Harvesting twice a year from the same field 

 

Grain - Seed of a cereal grass 

 

Green revolution - Rapid diffusion of new agricultural technology especially new high yield seeds and 

fertilizers 

 

Horticulture - The growing of fruits, vegetables and flowers. 

 

Hull – The outer covering of a seed. 

 

Intensive subsistence agriculture - A form of subsistence agriculture from which farmers must expend a 

relatively large amount of effort to produce the maximum feasible yield from a parcel of land 

 

Milkshed - The area surrounding a city from which milk is supplied 

 

Paddy - Malay word for wet rice, commonly but incorrectly used to describes a sawah 

 

Pastoral nomadism - A form of subsistence agriculture based on herding animals. 

 

Pasture - Grass or other plants grown for feeding grazing animals as well as land used for grazing 

 

Plantation – A large farm in tropical and subtropical climates that specializes in the production of one or two 

crops for sale, usually to a more developed country. 

 

Prime agricultural farmland - The most productive farmland 

 

Ranching - A form of commercial agriculture in which livestock graze over an extensive area 

 

Reaper - A machine that cuts grain standing in a field 

 

Ridge tillage - System of planting crops on ridge tops to reduce farm production costs and promote greater soil 

conversation. 

 

Sawah – A flooded field for growing rice. 

 

Seed Agriculture – Reproduction of plants through annual introduction of seeds, which result from sexual 

fertilization. 

 

Shifting cultivation - A form of subsistence agriculture in which people shift activity from one field to another, 

each field is used for crops for a few years, then left fallow for a relatively long period. 
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Slash and burn agriculture - Another name for shifting cultivation, so named because fields are cleared by 

slashing the vegetation and burning the debris. 

 

Spring wheat - Wheat planted in the spring and harvested in the late summer. 

 

Subsistence agriculture - Agriculture designed primarily to provide food for direct consumption by the farmer 

and the farmer’s family. 

 

Sustainable agriculture - Farming methods that preserve long term productivity of land and minimize 

pollution typically by rotating soil restoring crops with cash crops and reducing inputs of fertilizers and 

pesticides. 

 

Swidden - A patch of land cleared for planting through slashing and burning. 

 

Thresh – To beat out grain from stalks by trampling it. 

 

Transhumance – The seasonal migration of livestock between mountainous and lowland pastures. 

 

Truck farming - Commercial gardening and fruit farming, so named because truck was a Middle English word 

meaning bartering or the exchange of commodities. 

 

Wet rice - Rice planted on a dry land in a nursery and then moved to a deliberately flooded field to promote 

growth. 

 

Winnow – To remove chaff by allowing it to be blown away by the wind. 

 

Winter wheat - Wheat planted in the fall and harvested in the early summer. 
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Chapter 11: Industry 
 

Key Issue 1. Where Is Industry Distributed? 

 

Origin of Industry. Industry originated in the Industrial Revolution, a technological transformation of 

production and transportation associated with abundant power from steam engines. 

 

Industrial Regions. Industry is concentrated in Europe, North America, and East Asia. European industrial 

areas tend to be located in regions with abundant energy, raw materials such as iron ore, and labor 

concentrations. North American industrial areas are located in a band from the Great Lakes to the East Coast 

and the California Coast. East Asia’s industrial areas are in China along the coast and in Japan. 

 

Key Issue 2. Why Are Situation Factors Important? 

Proximity to Inputs. Industries where the product is cheaper to transport than the raw materials are bulk-

reducing industries. To save on transportation costs they located closer to inputs than to markets. Examples 

include copper production and early steel production. Steel production has changed to reflect an increased 

emphasis on the availability of scrap metal and proximity to markets. 

 

Proximity to Markets. When products are more expensive to transport than the inputs, bulk-gaining 

industries tend to locate closer to markets to minimize transportation costs. Examples include beer production, 

soft-drink bottling, and fabricated metals. 

 

Contemporary Geographic Tools: Honda Selects a Factory Location. Honda based the location of its new 

factory on the desire to minimize shipping costs of new vehicles, minimize the shipping costs of inputs, and 

access to inexpensive labor. 

 

Ship, Rail, Truck, or Air? Shipping costs are variable depending on the mode of transport used. Long-distance 

shipping is the least expensive shipping option. Industries which use a number of different shipping modes tend 

to locate at break-of-bulk points, where it is easy to repackage products and change the shipping method. 

 

Key Issue 3. Why Are Site Factors Important? 

 

Labor. The price and relative skill level of labor is important to industrial location decisions. Industries that 

have a greater percentage of their production expenses in labor are labor-intensive industries and receive the 

greatest benefit from paying less per hour for the same skill level of work. The textile industry is an example of 

a labor-intensive industry. 

 

Land. Rural sites are more attractive to industries than before, which once located in cities for access to labor 

and markets. Rural land is cheaper and better accommodates large one-story factories. Ideal sites are close to 

major highways. Some locations may have more desirable environmental attributes, like a favorable climate or 

inexpensive electricity. 

 

Capital. Not all sites have equal access to sources of funding. An example is the tendency of high-tech firms to 

locate in Silicon Valley for access to business loans. 

 

Key Issue 4. Why Are Location Factors Changing?  

 



 

78 
 

Attraction of New Industrial Regions. Industry is shifting to new areas within MDCs. In the U.S. it is shifting 

south- and westward, especially because of the attraction of right-to-work laws in Southern states that limit the 

power of unions. In Europe it is shifting to Eastern Europe, Spain, Portugal, and southern Italy and Greece 

through the encouragement of EU policy. 

 

Internationally, industrial regions outside of North America and Europe are growing as production shifts from 

MDCs to LDCs, especially in East Asia, South Asia, and Latin America. Two examples are the shifts in steel 

production and the textile industry. 

 

Not all industrial jobs are equally likely to move internationally. Transnational corporations separate and 

outsource production steps that low-paid, low-skilled workers can perform while keeping other elements of 

production in the MDC. This phenomenon is called the new international division of labor. 

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: What Is an American Car? Automobiles labeled as domestic still contain a 

significant percentage of foreign-made parts. The definition of domestic vs. foreign is complicated, as firms like 

Honda and Toyota have levels of U.S. content similar to U.S. brands. 

 

Renewed Attraction of Traditional Industrial Regions. Some industries remain in traditional regions because 

of their need for highly skilled labor and flexible work forces. An example is Toyota’s lean production 

approach. Another factor favoring location in traditional industrial regions is the adoption of just-in-time 

delivery manufacturing, where components are delivered exactly as they are needed, reducing a firm’s 

inventory expense. 

 

Industry and Services—Basic Vocabulary and Concepts 
 

Acid rain  

Agglomeration  

Agglomeration economies  

Air pollution  

Aluminum industry (factors of production, location)  

Assembly line production/Fordism  

Bid rent theory  

Break-of-bulk point  

Canadian industrial heartland  

Carrier efficiency  

Comparative advantage  

Cumulative causation  

Deglomeration  

Deindustrialization  

Economic sectors  

Economies of scale  

Ecotourism  

Energy resources  

Entrepot  

Export processing zone  

Fixed costs  

Footloose industry  

Four Tigers  

Industry (receding, growing)  

Infrastructure  

International division of labor  

Labor-intensive  

Least-cost location  

Major manufacturing regions  

Manufacturing exports  

Manufacturing/warehouse location (industrial parks, 

agglomeration, shared services, zoning, 

transportation, taxes, environmental considerations)  

Maquiladora  

Market orientation  

Multiplier effect  

NAFTA  

Outsourcing  

Ozone depletion  

Plant location (supplies, “just in time” delivery)  

Postindustrial  

Refrigeration  

Resource crisis  

Resource orientation 

Special economic zones (China)  

Specialized economic zones  
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Greenhouse effect  

Growth poles  

Heartland/rimland  

Industrial location theory  

Industrial regions (place, fuel source, characteristics)  

Industrial Revolution  

Substitution principle  

Threshold/range  

Time-space compression  

Topocide  

Trade (complementarity)  

Transnational corporation  

Ubiquitous  

Variable costs  

Weber, Alfred  

Weight-gaining  

Weight-losing  

World cities  

 

 

 

Chapter 11 Vocabulary Terms – Industry 

Break-of-bulk point - A location where transfer is possible from one mode of transportation to another. 

 

Bulk-gaining industry - An industry in which the final product weighs more or compromises a greater volume 

than the inputs. 

 

Bulk-reducing industry - An industry in which the final product weighs less or comprises a lower volume than 

the inputs. 

 

Cottage industry - Manufacturing based in homes rather than in a factory, commonly found before the 

Industrial revolution. 

 

Fordist production - Form of mass production in which each worker is assigned one specific task to perform 

repeatedly. 

 

Industrial Revolution - A series of improvements in industrial technology that transformed the process of 

manufacturing goods 

 

Labor-intensive industry - An industry for which labor costs comprise a high percentage of total expenses. 

 

Maquiladora - Factories built by U.S. companies in Mexico near the U.S. border, to take advantage of much 

cheaper labor costs in Mexico. 

 

New international division of labor - Transfer of some types of jobs, especially those requiring low-paid less 

skilled workers, from more developed to less developed countries. 

 

Post-Fordist production - Adoption by companies of flexible work rules, such as the allocation of workers to 

teams that perform a variety of tasks. 

 

Rank-size rule - A pattern of settlements in a country, such that the nth largest settlement is 1/n the population 

of the largest settlement. 
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Right-to-work state - A U.S. state that has passed a law preventing a union and company from negotiating a 

contract that requires workers to join a union as a condition of employment. 

 

Site factors - Location factors related to the costs of factors of production inside the plant, such as land, labor, 

and capital. 

 

Situation factors - Location factors related to the transportation of materials into and from a factory. 

 

Textile - A fabric made by weaving, used in making clothing 
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Chapter 12: Services 
 

Key Issue 1. Where Did Services Originate? 

 

Three Types of Services. Services can be broadly divided into consumer services (services primarily for 

individual consumers, including education), business services (services to other businesses), and public services 

(government employment excluding education). All employment growth in the United States since 1972 has 

been in services. 

 

Services in Early Rural Settlements. Consumer and public services were likely the first services, including 

services to bury the dead, religious services, education, and the manufacture of tools and clothing (treated here 

as services, not industries). Early public services probably included services to defend the settlement’s territory 

and possessions. Business services probably included transportation services and producer services to help and 

regulate trade. 

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Services in the Recession. Financial and real estate services triggered the 

global recession in 2008. MDCs were more affected by the recession than those least connected to the global 

economy. Within the U.S., cities that were large real estate and financial service centers were hit harder by the 

recession than more peripheral cities. 

 

Services in Early Urban Settlements. The first ancient cities may have been in Mesopotamia. Ancient Ur, 

Athens, and later Rome were all centers of services more complex than those found in smaller rural settlements. 

Medieval cities represented an expansion of trade and increased liberty for residents compared to the life of 

rural serfs. Larger cities also provided public services for ruling lords and religions. 

 

Key Issue 2. Where Are Contemporary Services Located? 

 

Services in Rural Settlements. Rural settlements may be clustered or dispersed. Clustered rural settlements 

are the norm everywhere but North America and can have circular or linear forms. Religious, educational, and 

public services are part of the settlement. Clustered rural settlements were common in the U.S. northeast (New 

England) but elsewhere in the U.S. a dispersed settlement pattern became the norm. Great Britain also 

experienced increasingly dispersed rural settlements with the enclosure movement consolidating land to single 

owners. 

 

Services in Urban Settlements. Urban settlements can be differentiated from rural areas by their large size, 

high density, and social heterogeneity. These factors may mean that urban areas provide more opportunity for 

anonymity, competition, and acceptance, or also the opportunity for social isolation. 

 

Urbanization is the increasing absolute number of people in cities and the increasing percentage of people in 

cities. MDCs are on average about 75 percent urban while LDCs are on average about 40 percent urban. 

Urbanization is increasing in LDCs but a portion of that increase is due to high natural increase rates, not 

economic factors. 

 

Key Issue 3. Why Are Consumer Services Distributed in a Regular Pattern? 

 

Central Place Theory. A central place is a market center for services. The market area of a particular service is 

determined by its range (the distance someone is willing to travel for that service) and its threshold (the 

number of people required to support that service).  
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Market-Area Analysis. A particular service may be viable at a particular location if the area inside its range 

includes at least the threshold number of people. The gravity model predicts that the ideal location for a service 

is at the center of gravity of people, minimizing the average distance anyone has to travel to that service. 

 

Contemporary Geographic Tools: Locating a New Department Store. Department store chains must 

consider the number of potential customers within a 15-minute range of a proposed location. 

 

Hierarchy of Services and Settlements. Central place theory predicts that services and settlements follow a 

regular pattern. Small settlements have the fewest services. These settlements are within the market areas of 

larger settlements, which are in turn inside the market area of still larger settlements.  

In most developed countries settlements observe a rank-size distribution, where the nth city is 1/n the size of 

the largest. Not all countries follow this distribution, instead having a primate city, with its largest city much 

more than twice the size of the second-largest. Less developed countries do not display the rank-size rule, 

indicating that services are not well distributed and available to the entire population. 

Periodic markets may form on a weekly or other schedule where demand is not sufficient to maintain a 

permanent market. Vendors travel from market to market and locals take a day to sell their products at these 

markets.  

 

Key Issue 4. Why Do Business Services Cluster in Large Settlements? 

 

Hierarchy of Business Services. The type of business services available in a city can be used to classify it in a 

hierarchy of four levels with subdivisions. 

The highest-order business services cluster in the most important cities, called world cities, which also contain 

other specialized services. World cities are centers of financial services and related legal and accounting 

services. Consumer services with the largest thresholds and longest ranges, such as luxury retail and libraries, 

museums, and theaters, are also found in world cities. World cities are frequently national capitals and thus 

contain many high-order public services. 

World cities may be subdivided into dominant, major, and secondary categories. Below world cities are 

command and control centers, which are important centers for services at a more regional scale. Command and 

control centers are subdivided into regional and sub-regional levels. Specialized producer-service centers have 

less breadth of services than command and control centers, instead serving as a node for a particular industry, 

government (such as a state capital), or educational institution. Finally, dependent centers are lowest in the 

hierarchy and as implied by their name reliant on decisions made at higher levels of the hierarchy. 

 

Business Services in LDCs. LDCs specialize in offshore financial services and back-office functions. Some 

LDCs have privacy laws and low tax rates which make it attractive to citizens or companies in MDCs to 

conceal assets in the LDCs’ financial institutions. Back-office services represent the outsourcing of service jobs 

previously performed at a company’s home office and are made possible because of inexpensive 

communications. 

 

Economic Base of Settlements. Settlements depend on basic industries to provide income which in turn 

supports consumer services in the settlement. Many U.S. cities are specializing in the provision of consumer 

and business services. 

 

Talent is not distributed evenly among cities in the U.S. Instead, concentrations of talent are associated with 

those cities exhibiting the greatest cultural diversity.  
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Chapter 12 Vocabulary Terms – Industry 

Basic Industries - Industries that sell their products or services primarily to consumers outside the settlement. 

 

Business services - Services that primarily meet the needs of other businesses. 

 

Central Place - A market center for the exchange of services by people attracted from the surrounding area. 

 

Central Place theory - A theory that explains the distribution of services, based on the fact that settlements 

serve as centers of market areas for services; larger settlements are fewer and farther apart than smaller 

settlements and provide services for a larger number of people who are willing to travel farther. 

 

City-State - A sovereign state comprising a city and its immediate hinterland.. 

 

Clustered rural settlement - A rural settlement in which the houses and farm buildings of each family are 

situated close to each other and fields surround the settlement. 

 

Consumer Services - Businesses that provide services primarily to individual consumers, including retail 

services and personal services. 

 

Dispersed rural settlement - A rural settlement pattern characterized by isolated farms rather than clustered 

villages. 

 

Economic base - A community's collection of basic industries. 

 

Enclosure movement - The process of consolidating small landholdings into a smaller number of larger farms 

in England during the eighteenth century. 

 

Gravity model - A model that holds that the potential use of a service at a particular location is directly related 

to the number of people in a location and inversely related to the distance people must travel to reach the 

service. 

 

Market area  (or hinterland) - The area surrounding a central place, from which people are attracted to use the 

place's goods and services. 

 

Nonbasic Industries - Industries that sell their products primarily to consumers in the community. 

 

Personal Services - Services that provide for the well-being and personal improvement of individual consumers 

 

Primate city rule - A pattern of settlements in a country, such that the largest settlement has more than twice as 

many people as the second-ranking settlement. 

 

Primate City -The largest settlement in a country, if it has more than twice as many people as the second-

ranking settlement. 

 

Public Services - Services offered by the government to provide security and protection for citizens and 

businesses 
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Range - The maximum distance people are willing to travel to use a service. 

 

Rank-size rule - A pattern of settlements in a country, such that the nth largest settlement is 1/n the population 

of the largest settlement. 

 

Service - An activity that fulfills a human want or need and returns money to those who provide it. 

 

Settlement - A permanent collection of buildings and inhabitants. 

 

Threshold - The minimum number of people needed to support the service 

 

Urbanization - An increase in the percentage of the number of people living in urban settlements. 
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Chapter 13: Urban Patterns 

Key Issue 1. Why Do Services Cluster Downtown? 

 

CBD Land Uses. The central business district (CBD) is the core of a city where many services cluster. Retail 

services were once important to the CBD but are now less so: many large retail stores have moved to the 

suburbs. Specialized retailers and those serving downtown workers still remain in the CBD. Business services 

are more common in the CBD because of its accessibility. 

 

Competition for Land in the CBD. The CBD features high land costs because of the demand for the most 

accessible space in a city. Consequently, skyscrapers develop to maximize the floor space in the highest-

demand areas. Because of the high cost of land, industrial and residential uses are excluded from the CBD, 

though U.S. CBDs are seeing an increasing number of downtown residents. 

 

CBDs outside North America. Outside North America, CBDs are less likely to be dominated by commercial 

services, instead featuring religious or historical structures and parks. They are also more likely to have 

residents. 

 

Key Issue 2. Where Are People Distributed Within Urban Areas? 

 

Models of Urban Structure. Three models of urban structure are the concentric zone model, the sector 

model, and the multiple nuclei model. Each model can be applied to determine why people live where they do 

in a city.  

 

Use of the Models outside North America. European cities display different patterns from North American 

cities. Poor residents live in the outskirts and wealthy residents live closer to the core. In less developed 

countries many cities resemble European structures, reflecting a European colonial influence. Pre-colonial cities 

were organized in concentric rings by status.  

Today, cities in LDCs feature sectors extending from the CBD where the rich live with services. Squatter 

settlements of extremely poor urban residents can be close by. 

Contemporary Geographic Tools: Market Segmentation: You Are Where You Live. Marketers use census 

tract data and sales records to characterize the type of people most likely to live in each area of a city. 

 

 

 

Key Issue 3. Why Do Inner Cities Face Distinctive Challenges? 

 

Inner-city Physical Issues. Inner cities go through a process of deterioration from filtering, where landlords 

under invest in the housing stock and quality declines. Lenders may also discriminate against giving loans in 

some areas, making it more likely for an area to deteriorate. Past attempts at urban renewal have included the 

government provision of public housing, which has failed to keep up with supply. An alternative is the 

renovation of existing housing. Middle-class people sometimes move back to inner-city neighborhoods and 

improve the quality of housing in a process called gentrification, which changes the ethnic mix of the 

neighborhood. 

 

Inner-city Social Issues. Inner-city residents face a poverty trap with problems of drug abuse, crime, violence, 

and single-parent childrearing, leading to poor education and a continuing cycle of poverty. Poor urban 

residents cannot access jobs and have little hope of escaping inner-city poverty. 
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Inner-city Economic Issues. Inner-city neighborhoods need more services than the suburbs but have a more 

and more difficult time paying for them since their tax base is eroded as only the poorest residents remain.  

The financial crisis of 2008 was caused in part by a collapse in housing values, especially among risky sub-

prime loans in inner-city neighborhoods. 

 

Key Issue 4. Why Do Suburbs Face Distinctive Challenges? 

 

Urban Expansion. Cities once added land to their jurisdictions; now surrounding areas are more likely to 

organize their own jurisdictions.  

 

Defining the boundaries of a modern city can be difficult. The official city legal boundary rarely represents the 

limits of the city as defined by dense development. The latter definition of a city is the urbanized area. The 

urbanized area is the central city plus its contiguous suburbs with high population densities. Unfortunately data 

are not collected at the level of urbanized areas so analysis and comparison is not possible. To resolve this 

difficulty the metropolitan statistical area (MSA) definition is used. An MSA is composed of any county with 

a central city of greater than 50,000 population and any adjacent counties with a large percentage of work 

commuters to the central city’s county.  

 

Because MSAs in the United States are composed of many independent suburbs and central cities, as well as 

counties, local governments are fragmented and less able to deal with regional problems. Some regional-level 

governments have been established, such as in Indianapolis and Miami, which have consolidated city and 

county governments, and large Canadian cities which have federated metropolitan governments. 

MSAs may overlap. The largest example of this is Megalopolis, an urban complex stretching from Boston to 

Washington, D.C. 

 

The Peripheral Model. The peripheral model of urban structure is observed for North American cities. 

Suburbs connected by a beltway surround the central city. Edge cities on the beltway perform specialized 

manufacturing and service functions.  

 

North American cities once followed a density gradient where density decreased consistently with increasing 

distance from the city center. Suburbanization has flattened the density gradient as more and more people have 

moved out of the city center and suburbs have become uniformly dense. 

 

U.S. suburbs sprawl across the landscape because of a desire for single-family housing surrounded by private 

land. The benefits of this lifestyle choice are balanced by the costs of sprawl, which include tax burden from 

increased infrastructure costs, the use of agricultural land, reduced access to recreation, and higher energy costs. 

European cities restrict the availability of land for new development to preserve green space; some U.S. cities 

have pursued smart growth laws to limit sprawl. 

 

Suburban Segregation. The nature of U.S. suburbs lends them to the creation of segregated space. Social 

classes are segregated in suburbs as some classes are priced out of suburbs. Suburbs also create segregated land 

uses, with residential areas separate from retail and manufacturing activities, with the consequence of requiring 

automobile ownership for all trips.  

 

Transportation and Suburbanization. Suburbanization is made possible by high levels of automobile 

ownership and now requires most U.S. residents to drive daily to work and for other trips. Population growth 

has led to traffic congestion and inefficient use of land for roads and parking.  
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Public transit represents an advantage in larger cities. European cities have well-developed public transit 

systems and continue to invest more. In the United States only a handful of cities have well-developed public 

transit systems. Elsewhere in the U.S. public transit is minimal as most residents prefer private cars; however, 

rapid transit is increasing in some U.S. cities. 

 

Global Forces, Local Impacts: Intelligent Transportation Systems. Traffic congestion can be alleviated by 

providing drivers with information about congestion so they can change their routes. Congestion pricing 

features variable tolls based on time of day and level of traffic.  
 

Cities and Urban Land Use—Basic Vocabulary and Concepts  
 

Agglomeration  

Barriadas  

Bid-rent theory  

Blockbusting  

CBD (central business district)  

Census tract  

Centrality  

Centralization  

Central-place theory  

Christaller, Walter  

City  

Cityscapes  

Colonial city  

Commercialization  

Commuter zone  

Concentric zone model  

Counterurbanization  

Decentralization  

Deindustrialization  

Early cities  

Economic base (basic/nonbasic)  

Edge city  

Emerging cities  

Employment structure  

Entrep™t  

Ethnic neighborhood  

Favela  

Female-headed household  

Festival landscape  

Gateway city  

Gender  

Gentrification  

Ghetto  

Globalization 

Great cities  

High-tech corridors  

Hinterland  

Megacities  

Megalopolis/conurbation  

Metropolitan area  

Multiple nuclei model  

Multiplier effect  

Neighborhood  

Office park  

Peak land value intersection  

Planned communities  

Postindustrial city  

Postmodern urban landscape  

Primate city  

Racial steering  

Rank-size rule  

Redlining  

Restrictive covenants  

Sector model  

Segregation 

Settlement form (nucleated, dispersed, elongated)  

Shopping mall  

Site/situation  

Slum  

Social structure  

Specialization  

Squatter settlement  

Street pattern (grid, dendritic; access, control)  

Suburb  

Suburbanization  

Symbolic landscape  

Tenement 

Threshold/range  

Town  

Underclass  

Underemployment  

Urban growth rate  

Urban function  

Urban hearth area  
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Hydraulic civilization  

Indigenous city  

In-filling  

Informal sector 

Infrastructure  

Inner city  

Invasion and succession  

Lateral commuting  

Medieval cities  

Urban heat island  

Urban hierarchy  

Urban hydrology  

Urban morphology  

Urbanization  

Urbanized population  

World city  

Zone in transition  

Zoning  

 

Chapter 13 Vocabulary Terms – Urban 

Annexation - Legally adding land area to a city in the US. 

 

Census tract - An area delineated by the US Bureau of the Census for which statistics are published; in 

urbanized areas, census tracts correspond roughly to neighborhoods. 

 

Central business district (CBD) - The area of a city where retail and office activities are clustered. 

 

City - An urban settlement that has been legally incorporated into an independent, self-governing unit. 

 

Combined statistical area (CSA) - In the United States, two or more contiguous core based statistical areas 

tied together by commuting patterns. 

 

Concentric zone model - A model of the internal structure of cities in which social groups are spatially 

arranged in a series of rings. 

 

Core based statistical area (CBSA) - In the United States, the combination of all metropolitan statistical areas 

and micropolitan statistical areas. 

 

Council of government - A cooperative agency consisting of representatives of local governments in a 

metropolitan area in the US 

 

Density gradient - The change in density in an urban area from the center to the periphery. 

 

Edge city - A large node of office and retail activities on the edge of an urban area. 

 

Filtering - A process of change in the use of a house, from single-family owner occupancy to abandonment. 

 

Gentrification - A process of converting an urban neighborhood from a predominantly low-income renter-

occupied area to a predominantly middle-class owner-occupied area. 

 

Greenbelt - a ring of land maintained as parks, agriculture, or other types of open space to limit the sprawl of 

an urban area. 
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Metropolitan statistical area (MSA) - In the US, a central city of at least 50,000 population, the county within 

which the city is located, and adjacent counties meeting one of several tests indicating a functional connection 

to the central city. 

 

Micropolitan statistical area - An urbanized area of between 10,000 and 50,000 inhabitants, the county in 

which it is found, and adjacent counties tied to the city. 

 

Multiple nuclei model - A model of the internal structure of cities in which social groups are arranged around a 

collection of nodes of activities. 

 

Peripheral model - A model of North American urban areas consisting of an inner city surrounded by large 

suburban residential business areas tied together by a beltway or ring road. 

 

Primary census statistical area (PCSA) - In the United States, all of the combined statistical areas plus all of 

the remaining metropolitan statistical areas and micropolitan statistical areas. 

 

Public housing - Housing owned by the government; in the US, it is rented to low-income residents, and the 

rents are set at 30 percent of the families incomes. 

 

Redlining - A process by which banks draw lines on a map and refuse to lend money to purchase or improve 

property within the boundaries. 

 

Rush (or peak) hour - The four consecutive 15-minute periods in the morning and evening with the heaviest 

volumes of traffic. 

 

Sector model - A model of the internal structure of cities in which social groups are arranged around a series of 

sectors, or wedges, radiating out from the central business district (CBD) 

 

Smart growth - Legislation and regulations to limit suburban sprawl and preserve farmland 

 

Social area analysis - Statistical analysis used to identify where people of similar living standards, ethnic 

background and life style live within an urban area. 

 

Sprawl - Development of new housing sites at relatively low density and at locations that are not contiguous to 

the existing built-up area. 

 

Squatter settlement - An area within a city in a less developed country in which people illegally establish 

residences on land they do not own or rent and erect homemade structures. 

 

Underclass - A group in society prevented from participating in material benefits of a more developed society 

because of a variety of social and economic characteristics. 

 

Urban renewal - Program in which cities identify blighted inner-city neighborhoods, acquire the properties 

from the private owners, relocate the residents and businesses, clear the site, build new roads and utilities  and 

turn the land over to private developers. 

 

Urbanized area - In the US, a central city plus its contiguous built-up suburbs. 
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Zoning ordinance - A law that limits the permitted uses of land and maximum density of development in a 

community. 


